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To a Dead Bird 


On a Woman's Hat 


By Bertha Gerneaux Woods 


AD _I found you where the sunshine 
Sifted through the lacy screen 

Of the overarching treetops 

To the mosses mottled green, 
I could smooth your downy feathers, 

Saying, ‘‘ Happy fate was this, — 
Dying, while the world was fairest, 

From an overweight of bliss.’’ 


7 


But too brief your time of harking 
To the summer's joyous laugh, 

And your crimson throat was surely 
Stiffened_ere it sang the half 

Of the songs our Father gave you, 
That the forest fain had heard. 

Unappeased, I mourn you, —cheated 
Of your birthright, little bird. 


Washington, D. C. 
“2% % 


Loditorial 


Easy times are not good for sol- 
diers, nor too much luxury for 
The best place to study one’s Bible is 
not in an easy-chair, nor the best place to pray in 
bed. If the body is too comfortable, day-dreams 
come easily, and real dreams are not far away. It 
may not be safe to say that being uncomfortable is 
virtuous in itself, but it is safe to say that keeping 
our bodies under helps all spiritual life, whether 
work or worship. 


Danger of Easy 
Devotion 


Christians. 


Age is progress, or age is decline. 
It ought to be progress and gain ; 
it will be if one isin the right way. It may be decline 
and decay ; it will be if one is in the wrong way. 
God gives to every one of us the choice of his own 
direction. We choose for ourselves to go up or to 


Pi ogress 
or Decline 


go down, to advance or to decline. Choosing the 
better way, we have God’s help continually, and are 
making progress steadily, despite all appearances. 
‘* Wherefore we faint not ; but though our outward 
man is decaying, yet our inward man is renewed day 
by day.’’ 
< 

Healthfulness of Seeking great things as our share 
the Temperate Zone jn life, striving after eminence, 
It is the mid- 
dle place that is best for most of us, and is given to 
most. 


distinction, and the like, is a snare. 


To be neither so obscure as to have no 
circle that is interested in us, nor so eminent that 
multitudes stare at us, is to be in the place which 
best works to keep us wholesome. It is the tem- 
perate zone of life which saves us from extremes and 
helps us to health and vigor. A few may endure 
the wintry north, and a few may flourish in the pe- 
rennial summer of the tropics, but the world’s work 
is done by those who have to face neither. And in 
the world of humanity it is the collective faithfulness 
of the undistinguished many that achieves the great 
results we call progress. 


Every one must be his own judge 
of what he can afford to do. But 
in exercising that right of judgment he needs to be 
very careful as to what it means to ‘‘afford’’ any- 


What Can 
You Afford ? 


thing. This cannot be settled by caprice. It in- 
volves principles too deep for that. The same is 
true of institutions—including churches. A recent 


writer in a religious weekly, discussing the essentials 
of Sunday-school success, says: ‘‘I know that 
many churches cannot afford to expend appreciable 
sums of money upon the Sunday-school. ... But 
when achurch spends three or four thousand dollars 
upon its music, and three or four hundred upon its 
Sunday-school, the anthems are apt to be more 
elaborate than religion demands, and the Sunday- 
school to be thinly attended.’’ Such a church as 
this—and there are many of them—ought conse- 
cratedly to define the word ‘‘ afford ’’ as applied to its 


ways and means. 
% 


Of living writers on the life and 
work of our Lord, no one is more 
widely known and read than Dr. 
Cunningham Geikie of England. 
not confined to English and 

merely. 


A Crowning Help 
on Next 
Year’s Lessons 

His audience is 
American readers 
The Supreme Censor of Russia a few 
years ago ordered a Russian translation of his famous 
‘* Life of Christ ’’ to be adopted in all ecclesiastical 
middle schools of the empire, and the Council of 
the Ministry of Popular Education of the Holy 
Synod ordered the first part of the book used in all 
middle-class schools in Russia. It is indeed fitting, 
therefore, that Dr. Geikie should round out this 
century and the latter years of his life by bringing 
fresh light to bear upon the life of Christ as it will be 
studied during the coming year by the millions who 
follow the International Lessons. Since making the 
announcements already given to the public as to 
next year’s lesson helps in The Sunday School 
Times, arrangements have been in progress with 
Dr. Geikie, by cable, whereby he will furnish exclu- 


sively to readers of this paper, next year, a serial in 
weekly instalments on ‘*The Life Story of Jesus.’’ 
This new work on our Lord’s life, written afresh for 
The Sunday School Times, and in the light of his 
maturest study and ripest reflection, will be based 
upon the new International Lessons, thus offering an 
unparalleled weekly help to their use. The prom- 
ised serial is but another of the already noteworthy 
features that will make next year’s Bible study in the 
Sunday-schools distance anything hitherto known, 
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In His Name, not For His Sake 
CHRISTIAN believer is specifically assured 
that he can come to God ‘‘in the name of” 

Jesus. No such assurance is given him, in the 
Bible, that he will have his prayers answered ‘‘ for 
the sake of’’ Jesus. Yet the phrase ‘‘ for Christ's 
sake,’’ or ‘‘ for His sake,’’ is even more commonly 
used in modern prayers than ‘‘in Christ’s name,’’ 
or ‘‘in His name.’’ What is the reason for this ? 
Is the error a common one of supposing that ‘‘in 
means the same as ‘‘for His sake’’? 
Or is there no particular thought in the ordinary mind 
as to the meaning of either phrase? It certainly is too 
important a matter not to be well understood and 
carefully considered. 


”” 


His name 


Jesus said to his disciples, when he was to leave 
them for a season, as to his return by the Holy 
Spirit, ‘‘ Whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that 
will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the 
Son. If ye shall ask me anything in my name, that 
will I do.’’ ‘‘ In that day ye shall know that I am 
in my Father, and ye in me, andi in you.’’ What 
is here meant by ‘‘in my name’’? What, in- 
deed, is one’s ‘‘ name’’ as the term is used in the 
Bible, in the Old Testament and the ‘New, and in 
primitive thought and customs generally ? 


” 


One’s ‘‘ name,’’ as thus spoken of, is not a mere 
designation, or label ; it is one’s truest self, or per- 
sonality. It enwraps one’s very being as a covering 
and protection, as the flag of one’s country enwraps 
and shields its every citizen when endangered. Thus 
‘*the name of the Lord is a strong tower: the right- 
eous runneth into it, and is safe.’’ It was while 
enclosed in that name that David confidently met 
Goliath, and vanquished him. David said, ‘‘ Thou 
comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with 
a javelin: but I come to thee [enclosed] in the name 
of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, 
which thou hast defied.’’ Similarly, one who is in 
Christ is sure of acceptance with Christ and with 
God, as being in the common name, or personality, 
of the Father, of the Son, and of the disciple ; or, 
as Jesus expresses it, ‘‘I am in my Father, and ye 
in me, and lin you.’* That is being ‘‘in His name,’’ 
living ‘‘in His name,’’ praying ‘‘in His name.’’ 

In this view of the truth, it is not the mention of 
the name of Jesus, but it is the being in the name 
of Jesus, that gives one acceptance with Jesus and 
with the Father. Indeed, it would perhaps better 
convey to many the idea of the promise, as Jesus 
gave it to his disciples, if the clauses in our English 
translation were arranged differently, without in any 
degree doing violence to them: ‘‘ If ye, [being] in 
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my name, shall ask me anything, that will I do.’’ 
** Whatsoever ye, [being] in my name, shall ask, 
that will I do.’’ 

* How different this idea from the one that might 
seem to be conveyed in the common conclusion to a 
prayer, ‘‘ All this we ask in the name of Jesus Christ 
our Saviour,’ as though we, the petitioners, were apart 
from the one prayed to, and not one with him and in 
him ; he in the Father, and we in him, and he in 
us. Noone who feels that he is in Christ, —enclosed 
in Christ’s name,—one with the Father in Christ, 
ought to address God as though he were apart from 
him, not privileged to come to him freely, trustfully, 
making known his needs and desires. 

For Christ’s sake, for the Lord’s sake, for Jesus’ 
sake, for the gospel’s sake, for the truth’s sake, and 
other such phrases,—those are very different terms. 
If they are used in prayer, they ought to be used 
intelligently. 
the New Testament, the context plainly shows their 
meaning. 


Where such terms are employed in 


‘‘ Blessed are ye when men shall re- 
proach you, and persecute you, and say all manner of 
evil against you falsely, for my sake.’’ ‘‘ In their syna- 
gogues they will scourge you ; yea, and before kings 
and governors shall ye be brought for my sake.’’ 
‘‘ He that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.’’ 
‘*We are fools for Christ’s sake.’’ It is evident 
‘*« For the sake of’’ Christ 
One can ask help ‘‘ for the 
sake of ’’ Christ when he feels that his cause is identi- 
fied with Christ as over against Christ’s enemies, and 


what such phrases mean. 
is for the cause of Christ. 


that to give help to the petitioner is to win honor to 
Christ's cause. 

In the Old ‘Testament times, Jehovah was said to 
have set his name in the tabernacle, or in the tem- 
ple, as the central place of his worship. In view of this 
fact, Jerusalem and the Jewish nation could ask for 
protection for his ‘‘ name’s sake,’’ because his honor 
was supposed to be involved in the protection of that 
place and people. But this was obviously on God's 
own account that he was to act, and not on account of 
the people petitioning for help. For ‘‘his sake,’’ 
or for ‘‘ his name’s sake,’’ was a direct petition for 
God's own glory, not for a reflected glory accruing 
to his people because of their appeal to him, or their 


,? 


dependence on him. 

As Christ’s disciples, we are authorized to be in 
his name, to speak in his name, to ask in his name, 
confidently, All our prayers 
ought to be while we are.in his name, whether his 
name be metitioned or not. ‘There are special occa- 
sions, conditions, and circumstances, when it would 
be manifestly proper for us to ask help from God for 
Christ’s sake. 


nothing doubting. 


In such cases, we ought to pray un- 
derstandingly, as realizing onr peculiar reason for 
thus praying. But we ought not to fall into the 
common error of supposing that ‘‘in His name’’ is 
in any sense identical with ‘‘ for His sake.’’ 
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Motes on Open Letters 


A heavy responsibility rests on the 
Lesson Committee appointed to select 
Bible passages for study by those who 
follow the International series. They do their best to fill 
their place, yet they are human, and, of course, some- 
times make mistakes. Just now they are hearing of one 
of their mistakes in a reference to the ‘‘ Golden Text’"’ 
for Sunday, November 19. The text is, ‘* The ears of 
all the people were attentive unto the book of the law.”’ 
The reference is Ezra 8 : 3, whereas it should be Nehe- 
miah 8 : 3. <A Philadelphia worker writes : 


“An Official 
Stip"’ 


Refer to Lesson 8, Golden Text, ‘‘ Ezra 8:3." Please guess 


again, 

An editorial assistant to whom this question was re- 
ferred replied, ‘‘ It 7s Ezra 8 : 3, according to the ‘ off- 
tial slip ;’ but the correct reference is Nehemiah 8 : 3."* 
The Editor wants it understood that the correct citation 
of a Bible passage is always better than an ‘official 
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slip.’ — It is cause for congratulation, however, that such 
official slips are very rare with the International Lesson 
Committee, 
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More Sparks from It is evident that personal reminis- 

the Learned cences of men who were worth know- 
Blacksmith’s Forge ing, and about whom a writer has 
fresh items to add, are always of interest to a wide circle 
of readers. This was illustrated anew in the case of 
Richard H. Dana, Jr., and of Horace Bushnell, and now 
once more in that of Elihu Burritt. Life appeals to life. 
A writer and worker in New York, who is himself known 
in many lands, and whom it is good to know, writes 
appreciatively as to this latest article : 


I have just read the splendid article on ‘‘ The Learned Black- 
smith."’ ‘That article makes him alive again. He was a dead 
man to me before. Now he is alive for me, and I hope in me. 


Among other letters on this subject, called out by this 
article, from near and far, one from a valued writer in 
Wyoming adds items out of her own memories that will 
give pleasure to many. She says: 


I have just read with interest your article on Elihu Burritt in 
The Sunday School Times of November 4. 1 knew him so well 
in my girlhood days that I wish to speak of a period of his life 
which was not mentioned in your article. My father, Zebina 
Eastman, was American Consul at Bristol, England, during the 
Civil War. He and Elihu Burritt were intimate friends, the 
friendship dating, I believe, from the time of the Peace Congress 
of 1850, which met in Germany, to which both were delegates. 
Not long after the beginning of the war, Mr. Burritt came over to 
England, and remained there several years. He came, as he told 
my father, because his peace ideas were not in accord with the 
war policy of the administration. While there, he wrote his two 
books, ‘‘ England from Land's End to London,"’ and ‘‘ England 
from London to John O' Groats."’ 
tures also at various places. 


He went about delivering lec- 
For a time he-lived in London in 
great poverty until my father gave him the position of Consular 
Agent at Birmingham, furnishing him a salary of five thousand 
dollars a year. He held this position for several years, living 
very comfortably at Edgbaston, a suburb of Birmingham. I had 
the pleasure of paying a visit to this home, his two nieces, the 
Misses Strickland, keeping house for him. I remember that every 
morning when I came down to breakfast I would find him read- 
ing beside the open fire from a pile of books ona little table. He 
told me he was reviving his knowledge of Sanskrit, Irish, and Ice- 
landic. One day I heard him laughing heartily over a little 
old leather-covered volume, and he said that he was reading in 
the ancient Irish, and, said he, ‘‘ The Irish were as witty then as 
they are now."' While I was there, he went out one day and 
bought the books necessary for the study of Italian, and gave them 
to me, and started me in that language. Before I went home, 
only a few weeks after, he had introduced me to the first part of 
the ‘‘Inferno.’" Not long before he died, he wrote a long letter 
to my father thanking him for the help the position of Consuiar 
Agent had been to him in settling up his affairs, and in redeem- 
ing his old home in New Britain, Connecticut, from a mortgage. 
I wonder if you ever noticed his strong resemblance to the pic- 
tures of Jefferson Davis? He was a man of remarkably sweet 
and amiable disposition, and of simplicity of character. He was 
greatly beloved in England, especially by the Quakers. 


The likeness given with the article is a good one. 
The fine features of the face, and the strongly marked 
character therein evidenced, have impressed many. He 
was, indeed, a man to be remembered, and one whom 
it is good to have known. 
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Principles, not rules, are the basis of 
Bible teachings. This is peculiarly 
true as to the New Testament, and it is practically so as 
to the Old Testament. Love for God, and love for man 
as dear to God, were recognized as the main teaching of 
the law by the more spiritually minded Jewish teachers 
in Jesus’ day and before. 


How about Tithes ? 


This was a principle rather 
than arule. How far the teachings of the Bible, as to 
one’s use of time and means, in the observance of saé- 
baths and tithes, are to be counted as a principle as 
illustrated in a rule, has been, and still is, a trouble to 
many minds. ** in the 
International series, with its reference, in Malachi 3 : 
8-10, to the holding back from God of ‘: tithes’’ as rob- 
bing God, has aroused a new interest in the subject, and 
questions about it multiply. A Massachusetts clergy- 


man, who has long been a valued correspondent of The 


The recent ‘‘ Lessons in Giving, 


Sunday School Times, quotes from a prominent writer on 
‘¢ Lessons in Giving,’’ and then asks a question as to 
the views of the Editor of The Sunday School Times on 


the subject. The quoted comment is : 


“Is it the duty of each Christian to give just a tenth of his in- 
come? There is no such law of Christ. To make it a law would 
destroy the best influences of giving. /Proportionate giving, giv- 
ing as God has prospered us, giving freely, largely. cheerfully, 
gladly,—/Aaz is the law of Christ. For the average Christian a 
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tithe is a good rule, if freely adopted. Some Christians, in some 
circumstances, should give less. Many Christiahs should give 
more." But as ‘‘less is sometimes larger than more,"’ and ‘‘a 
half may be bigger than the whole,” there is probably no essential 
difference between the doctors. 

A correspondent in Western New York asks as to his 
personal duty in this way : 


A question which has been troubling me for some time is, Am I 
doing right in not giving a tenth of my income to the Lord? and 
your comment on that subject, in the issue for November 4, has 
revived, with increased vigor, the old uncertainty within me. Per- 
haps a plain statement of my circumstances will interest you suf- 
ficiently to state in your columns what is your opinion in the 
matter, and thereby help many others to know their duty as well 
as myself. I have a wife and two children to support, besides my- 
self. The wages I receive range between twelve dollars and fif- 
teen dollars a week. . For several months my wife has been under 
the doctor's care, and, no doubt, will need to be for some time to 
come. My eldest daughter is also in very poor health, and will, 
in all probability, need the attendance of the physician for a long 
time. Thus it has been with us, more or less, for several years 
past. Not being able to meet these necessary expenses, I have 
run behind. They are honest debts, and I feel I should make 
every effort within my power-to liquidate them. For some time I 
have given, in various ways, to the Lord’s cause, a little over fifty 
cents a week. Is it my duty to increase that amount to the tenth, 
or is it my duty to first pay my creditors, and then increase the 
amount given to the Lord ? 

Principles, not rules, are to be the guide of Christian 
disciples in all their action. Even when we speak of 
‘«the daw of Christ,’’ ‘hat is our meaning; it is the 
principle enunciated in the statement of our Master 
which is to be the guide of our actions. Rules were 
given in the childhood of our race, as rules are given in 
the childhood of the individual. Rules are outgrown zs 
indicating ‘the principle involved, when the principle 
itself becomes a controlling force in life’s conduct: The 
“letter’’ of a given law is not to be a binding rule 
when the ‘‘ spirit’ of the law has mastery of the being. 
Mosaic rules were indicative of principles. They con- 
trolled the childhood of the Jewish people. When the 
national childhood was passed, the rules of childhood 
outgrown. Long centuries before Moses or 
Abraham, the institutions of the sabbath and of. the 
tithe were recognized by those who served God or the 
There was in each of these institutions a prin- 
ciple to be recognized. That principle is worthy of 
recognition to-day by every child of God. Let no man 
be in bondage to the /e¢fer, but let every man be influ- 
enced~by the sfirit, of the primal teaching. There is 
to-day no one way of giving to God as in the day of the 
Mosaic tabernacle, or of the temple of Solomon. 


were 


gods. 


There 
are many who still need to consider the old rules in 
order to show themselves whether or not they are living 
Others have no such need. Even the 
old rule of the tithe did not limit giving to that portion. 
It was merely the starting with that amount. Free-will 
offerings were possible only when the required tithe had 
been paid. Let each one consider the lesson of the sab- 
bath and the tithe, and use his time and means as he 
believes God would have him use them. That is the 
underlying principle. When a man can honestly say 
before God, ‘‘ I seek to use all my time and possessions 
just as I believe God would have me employ them,’’ he 
need have no worry over the name or measure of the 
portion of his possessions which goes in this direction 
or that. 


up to its spirit. 
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From Contributors 


The Spoils of Egypt 
By Professor John H. Bernard, D.D. 


N a former number of The Sunday School Times 
(September 24, 1898), | was permitted to direct the 
attention of your readers to the remarkable collection of 
Greek papyri found by Messrs. Grenfell and Hunt at 
Behneseh, the ancient Oxyrhynchus, situated on the 
edge of the western desert, a hundred and twenty miles 
south of Cairo. Last year they published, under the 
auspices of the Egypt Exploration Fund, a first instal- 
ment of the documents which they had unearthed, 
among them being the intensely interesting scrap 
of writing containing the ‘‘sayings’’ ascribed to our 
Lord, around which a mass of literature has grown. 
They have now given us a second volume, which, if it 
does not contain anything quite so sensational as the 
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‘« Sayings,’’ is full of interest, and will, we hope, attract 
many subscribers to the series. 

And first as to the theological manuscripts. We have 
ere presented to us fragments of the first and last 
leaves of a papyrus book which contained the Gospel 
according to John, and was written, in the editor's opin- 
ion, in the third century of our’era. It is probably un- 
necessary to explain that this is at least a century older 
than any other New Testament manuscript known, ex- 
cept the papyrus page of Matthew of the same date, 
which Messrs. Grenfell and Hunt published last year. 
And, fragmentary as the surviving pages are, they afford 
one or two little points of interest. The text seems to 
agree more closely with that of Tischendorf’s Codex Si- 
naiticus than with any other witness, and thus, va/eat 
guantum, helps to corroborate the testimony of that 
great authority, It is noteworthy that the name of the 
apostle is spelt Ioannes, not Ioanes, as in the Codex 
Vaticanus. Then we have a fourth-century scrap con- 
taining the first seven verses of the Epistle to the Ro- 
mans, ‘written in a large, rude uncial,—no doubt a 
schoolboy’s exercise,’’ say the editors. The third theo- 
logical fragment printed in the volume, from a third- 
century papyrus, has not yet been identified. It seems 
to contain references to Matthew 7 : 19 and Philippians 
2: 6, but the lines are too much broken to enable us to 
make anything of the sense. But the papyri here 
printed which are of greatest interest to the student of 
the New Testament are the census returns in Egypt, on 
which the editors have an important and learned disser- 
tation, It has been discovered of late that in the first 
and second centuries of our era a census was taken in 
Egypt every fourteen years, and from A.D 62 to 202 its 
recurrence is attested by numerous examples. ‘‘ On the 
origin of this cycle a good deal of light,’’ say the editors, 
‘‘is thrown by the papyri published in this volume, 
which carry it back certainly to the reign of Tiberius, 
and with all prebability far into the reign of Augustus.’’ 
And it may be regarded as highly probable, therefore, 
that general censuses were held in Egypt in A.D. 5-6 
and in 10-9 B.C. 

Now we know from other sources that a census was 
taken in Syria in A.D, 6-7, which suggests at once that 
there was a correspondence between the registrations in 
Egypt and in Syria ; hence it becomes very likely that 
there was a census in Syria also in or about 9 B.C. But 
this at once suggests the census described by Luke in 
his second chapter. Professor Ramsay of Aberdeen 
published, last year, a brilliant essay in which he 
brought these facts before the public, and urged that 
Luke's accuracy as to the circumstances attending the 
birth of Christ had been triumphantly vindicated by the 
papyri. Messrs. Grenfell and Hunt go over the same 
ground, and in the main agree with Mr. Ramsay's rea- 
soning, although they do not commit themselves to all 
the professor's hypothesis. The state of the case at 
present seems to be this, that, although the men- 
tion of Quirinius by Luke suggests some historical dif- 
ficulties which have not yet received full explanation, 
yet the evangelist’s assertion that a census took place 
under Herod within a couple of years (at all events) of 
6 b.C. has been amply corroborated and justified by 
recent discoveries of Egyptian census papers. 


A List of Olympian Victors 


The new classical fragments found at Oxyrhynchus 
will probably receive minute scrutiny from scholars all 
over the world. The most important, perhaps, is a por- 
tion (about fifty lines) of a play by the comic poet Me- 
nander, called ‘‘ The Shorn Lady,"’ which up to the 
present we only knew by name and by two short cita- 
tions from it. Enough has now been recovered to make 
possible a reconstruction of the plot. Besides, we have 
three fragments which may be from Aristophanes, some 
tantalizingly scanty scraps of philosophical and rhetori- 
cal prose writers, a ireatise-on metre, and some scholia on 
the twenty-first book of Homer's Iliad. But, from the 
peint of view of the historian, a list of Olympian victors 
for twenty-four years in the fifth century B.C. is more 
valuable than any of these. 

‘* The value of this discovery lies, not merely in the 
actual additions made to our knowledge. It has also 
an important bearing upon the wider question of the 
credibility of early scholars and commentators upon 
matters of fact similar in kind to those contained in this 
p’pyrus. The existence during the third century, at a 
Somewhat remote and unimportant center of Hellenic 
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culture like Oxyrhynchus, of so complete and detailed a 
record, indicates how widely diffused and easily accéssi- 
ble such information was. Invention under these cir- 
cumstances would be ridiculous. Peopie do not invent 
when not only are they able to tell the truth, but failure 
to do so can easily be recognized. It follows that, when 
definite statements of this character are found in ancient 
commentators, they are entitled to the utmost considera- 
tion and respect."’ 
A Cure for Earache 

Of extant classical authors we have manuscripts (more 
or less fragmentary, of Homer's Iliad, the Phoenissz of 
Euripides, of Thucydides, Plato, and Xenophon. But 
more novel are some of the miscellaneous manuscripts. 
Here, for example, is a remedy for ear-ache, which is 
about seventeen hundred years old ; 

‘¢ Pound some closed calices of pomegranates, drop on 
saffron-water, and, when it becomes discolored, draw 
the liquor off. When required, dilute as-much as the 
bulk of a pea with raisin wine, warm, and drop in."’ 

Here, again, is a notice of a death, formally given in 
the proper official phraseology : 

‘*To Philiscus, farmer of the tax oh weaving, from 
Sarapion, son of Sarapion. My slave Apollophanes, a 
weaver, registered in Temgenouthis Square, died during 
absence in the present seventh year of Nero Claudius 
Cesar Augustus Germanicus Imperator [61 A.D.]}. 
Wherefore I request that his name be inscribed in the 
list of dead persons, and I swear by Nero, &c., that this 
information is true."’ 


Various Personal Letters 


Then we have a sample of a ‘letter of recommenda- 
tion,’’ written about A.D. 25. It throws a flood of light 
on the ‘‘ epistles of commendation,’’ of which St. Paul 
speaks (2 Cor. 3:1; 1 Cor, 16:3). Here itis: 

‘*Theon to his esteemed Tyrannus, many greetings, 
Heraclides, the bearer of this letter, is my brother. I 
therefore intreat you with all my power to treat him as 
your Protégé. 1 have also written to your brother Her- 
mias asking him to communicate with you about him. 
You will confer upon me a very great favor if Hera- 
clides gains your notice. Before all else, you. have 
my good wishes for unbroken health and prosperity. 
Good-by."’ 

Here is a letter from one Sarapion of Alexandria, 
written in the year A.D. 22, the author of which seems 
to have had some sense of humor. It is unfortunately 
mutilated, so that we cannot be sure as to the exact 
nature of his anxiety « 

‘«Sarapion to his brother Dorion greeting and good 
wishes for continued health. On arriving at Alex- 
andria, I learned from some fishermen who were at 
Alexandria that Secunda’s house has been searched, and 
also mine, and. . . whether this is certainly-so. I shall 
therefore be obliged if you will write me an answer on 
this matter, in order that I may myself present a petition 
to the prefect. Be sure to do this: I am not.so much 
as anointing myself until I hear word from you on each 
point. I am being pressed by my friends to enter the 
service of Apollonius, the chief usher, in order that I 
may come to the session in his company. The marshal 
of the strategus and Justus the sword-bearer are in prison 
in accordance with the instructions of the prefect, until 
the session,—unless, indeed, they persuade the chief 
usher to give security for them. Let me hear about our 
bald friend, how his hair is growing again on the top ; 
be svre you do. I told your friend Diogenes not to rob 
me over the expense of what he has of mine; for I am 


. with the chier usher. I beg and entreat you to 


write me a reply concerning what has happened. Be- 
fore all else, take care of your health. Look after 
Demetrous and our father Dorion. Good-by."' 


Documents as Human as they are Ancient 

Among the other miscellaneous documents we have 
many of much human interest, which enable us to real- 
ize more vividly the conditions of society in the city of 
Oxyrhynchus than pages of formal history would do. 
We have a ‘‘complaint’’ against a wife who had left 
her husband's house and carried off his goods ; and, as 
a set-off, we have a complaint against a husband, who 
had squandered his wife’s dowry, and otherwise cruelly 
treated her. A marriage agreement between Tryphon 
and Saraeus is concerned almost entirely with the dowry 
of Saraeus, which consisted of a sum of forty drachmae 
of silver, and a robe and a pair of gold earrings valued 
at thirty-two drachmae. This dowry Tryphon acknowl- 
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edges that he has received, and he promises to return it 
unconditionally on October 27, A.D. 36, the agreement 
itself being dated May 22 of the same year. The other 
stipulations are that, in case of a separation, the value 
of the gold earrings was to be made up to their present 
worth, and that Tryphon was to make to Saraeus an 
allowance of some kind if the separation was succeeded 
by the birth of a child. Our last example shall be a 
simple letter from a woman called Indike to a relative, 
which explains itself : 

‘« Indike to Thaisons, greeting. I sent youthe bread- 
basket by Taurinus the camel man ; please send me an 
answer that you have received it. Salute my friend 
Theon and Nicobulus and Dioscorus and Theon and 
Hermocles [these are apparently the husband and sons 
of Thaisons], who have my best wishes. Longinus 
salutes you. Good-by."’ 

Trinity College, Dublin. 
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Wall-Building in the Himalayas 
By Elizabeth Lore North 


pA up in the Himalayas, within a few miles of the 

borders of Nepal, a small but strong fortress, an 
outpost of Christianity, has been standing for more 
than a score of years. A woman's heart was moved in 
pity for the men and women of Shor, and she left her 
father's house to go to their relief. Like the young 
cupbearer of our Sunday-school lessons, her chief weapon 
was prayer. Establishing herself in a tiny house upon 
one of the softly rounded hills*that diversify the beau- 
tiful valley of Shor, Pithoragarh became the center of 
operations, and the building of the walls began. 

As one looks back over the twenty years of soul-building 
to which Miss Budden has joyously given her life, one is 
irresistibly reminded of the work of Nehemiah in Jerusa- 
lem. Every day, each hour, has been filled with work 
and watching and prayer. In spite of terrible discourage- 
ments,—enemies within and without, false Christians, 
weak disciples, famine, pestilence, and financial difficul- 
ties, —the strong faith, high spirit, and resourceful expe- 
dients of the leader have prevailed. Now a large 
company of faithful, apostolic Christians are gathered 
into the fortress, and many noble deeds might be re- 
corded of fierce fights and splendid victories. 

It. seemed strikingly opportune when.a letter came 
from Miss Budden just as we were studying of Nehe- 
miah’s difficulties with his encircling enemies, telling of 
similar attacks upon the stronghold of the faith in Pitho- 
ragarh. We venture to make an extract from her letter, 
though it was written with no thought of appearing in 
print. The lesson it contains is too evident and too use- 
ful to be left untaught. We remember how Sanballat, 
‘‘who appears to be the governor of the city of Sa- 
maria,’’ and Tobiah, and the Arabs, and the Ashdodites, 


‘«were very wroth,’’ and how all assaults were met 
by prayer, watchfulness, and work. Miss Budden 
writes : 

‘All our work is strangely interesting this year, 


Shor has been besieged by three belligerents from the 
Fvil One, and it has been most interesting to watch the 
attitude of Shoriyahs [dwellers in Shor] towards them, 
First, this horrid old deputy collector, Devi Datt [San- 
ballat?], is making definite and desperate efforts to re- 
establish idolatry. He has rebuilt the temple at the 
foot of the Chandag hill, stuck a red flag on the topmost 
point of the kharak tree in front [not a sacred tree at 
all !], and put two stones [devfas] at its foot, but has 
He tried 
to get the villagers to subscribe to build the temple, but 
utterly failed, and then he got from the pensioners [of 
the native troops of the British army], from officcrs, one 
rupee each, and so on, down to common soldiers, four 
Then he 
got up a mé/a [a religious /é/e], sending criers far and 
near to call the people in. 


received nothing but mortification in return. 


annas, and so raised sixty or seventy rupees. 


The Christians went with an 
accordion, and most wonderfully the people were at- 
tracted. He had dancing girls to dance [for the first 
time at a mé/a in Shor], and paid men to sing bad 
songs. ... / And yet the people flocked round the preach- 
ers, and even sat down tolisten. He sent his chuprassi 
[messenger] to call them, but they did not oudge, and 
finally he left in disgust. Just then a tremendous plump 
of rain came down, and dispersed his whole crowd. The 
women held a prayer-meeting during the mZ/a, end this 
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result has had a wonderful effect on our native Chris- 
tians, They believe in prayer as they never did before, 
and are now keeping it steadily up. 

‘The old man’s next effort was to collect the biggest 
pundits to settle some religious questions, and he had 
the meeting in the open air. The pundits began to 
quarrel, so that he had to interfere and decide the ques- 
tion himself, according to the majority. Strange to say, 
his decision proved incorrect, and, the day of the festival 
which was under dispute being wrongly fixed, it was not 
kept properly at all this year. He told the people they 
ought to telegraph to Benares, and get the matter set- 
tled [there was not time to write], but no one was will- 
ing to pay the rupee. He told them they ought to 
subscribe to get a pundit up, for they Knew nothing at 
all about their religion, and needed teaching. But no 
one agreed, and all his efforts proved fruitless. Now he 
says, as the last mé/a was a failure, he is going to have 
another, and has sent notices of it far and wide. We 
wait with prayerful interest to see how he fares this time. 
Patras [the native pastor] told me yesterday that the day 
before he told one of our preachers, Chamarna Wilson, 
that it was no use, ‘nothing can be dofe with these 
Shoriyahs. English ideas have become so settled here 
that gods no longer remain, and these people pay no 
attention to them. Very shortly they will forget their 
fathers and mothers, —and then who will they keep their 
caste for?’ 

‘* This is one attacking party. Another is an Aryan 
Somaj padri (priest), paid twenty rupees a month by 
the Somaj in the plains, who has opened a Somaj ghar 
(house) near by. A third is a highly educated Swami 
from Lohooghat. He has settled himself in the bazar, 
and charms the people with his pleasant amiability and 
intelligence. I hear he is an M.A., and has studied 
law, and is the editor of their paper, The Awakening of 
India, printed and published at Maipat Lehooghat, at 
Mrs. 5S *s expense. I have not met him yet, but 
from what Amos and Debiya (Christian natives) tell me, 
he seems to propound the highest standard of morality, 
and is acharming man. He is here to try to get boys 
for the school. 

“TheS *s guarantee to feed and clothe and educate 
them for five years, and it is a very tempting offer ; but 
as yet the people demur because they are afraid the boys 
will become jogis. It is most encouraging and interest- 
ing to see how the Shoriyahs look on all these people as 
innovators and doubtful characters, treating us as though 
we belonged to them and were tried friends. Not one 
that I have heard of has said, ‘ Now we are re-enforced, 
we can withstand these Christians." They just come 
to tell me all the others are saying and doing, as if it were 
a matter of mutual interest ! Even about sending boys to 
the Swami's school they say, ‘We know you and the 
Christian way of doing things, but we don’t know what 
these people will do to the boys when they get them.’ 

‘*To-morrow is the Chandag mé/a, the biggest held 
here. As it falls on Sunday, we would probably have 
not gone this year, but, under the circumstances, it 
seems right to muster in full force. So we shall have 
our service at half-past seven o'clock in the morning, 
and Sunday-school at nine as usual, then breakfast, and 
go up to Chandag at twelve. There will be fourteen of 
us women (native and English) and eight or ten men 
(native), and those who stay at home will turn the even- 
ing service into a prayer-meeting,. 

‘¢ Just now we are holding our annual training-school, 
and there is such a good spirit among our workers that 

I feel very happy about them all. We have a half- 
hour's prayer-meeting. at six, conducted by us each in 
turn, Blessed seasons of quiet refreshment they are too. 
At half-past one we meet again, when I give them a Bible 
lesson on the Mosaic law and cerernonies as fulfilled in 
Christ,—the Christian dispensation on the one hand, 
and the resemblances between these Jewish rites and 
ceremonies and the Hindoo. We can use these things 
among the Hindoos to tead them into the spiritual life 
and truths revealed in Jesus Christ. It is most interest- 
ing, and the spirit and intelligence with which that class 
of about thirty workers listens and learns is a great en- 
couragement to me. 
half-past four. 








Then they divide into classes until 

At five we have a public meeting of some 

kind, —a league, or a lecture, or something. Next week we 

break up, and all go to their several posts, better pre- 

pared for their duties, and loving the Saviour and the 

brethren better than they have ever done before."’ 
Summit, N. /. , 
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For Children at FHome 


The Story of Deliverance 
A True Story 
By Mary Callum Wiley 


ee 


HAT queer names the little girls of olden times 
used to have !"’ said Angelina. ‘‘ Just listen, 
Aunt Dora,—‘ Thankful,’ ‘ Mercy,’ ‘ Faith,’ ‘ Hope,’ 
‘Charity!’ Wouldn't you like to know why the pa- 
rents gave such names to their dear little baby girls ?’’ 

‘I hope their names fitted them better than some 
girls’ names I know now,"’ slyly whispered Tom. 

But Aunt Dora shook her finger at him, and said : 

‘¢ My grandmother's name was Thankful. I wonder 
if you can guess why her parents gave her such a funny 
name ?"’ 

‘¢ Because they were so thankful she was a girl !"’ 
quickly cried Angelina, casting a triumphant look at her 
brother. 

But that young American, not at all abashed, said : 

‘‘Humph! don’t you know that she was born in 
1782, and that her parents were so thankful that the 
Revolutionary War was over, and that we had won, they 
called her Thankful, —see ?’’ 

‘IT know,’’ continued Aunt Dora, ‘‘why one little 
girl was named Deliverance, for she was my great-great- 
aunt, and lived a long time before Thankful’s day. 
Would you like to hear about her ?’’ 

‘* Yes, yes!’ cried the children ; and, as they drew 
their chairs up to Aunt Dora's, she began : 

‘« In the early part of the last century, a great number 
of people came from Pennsylvania to North Carolina. 

‘¢ They were good Presbyterians, and were seeking a 
home where they could worship God as they pleased. 

‘‘ Among these people was a young man who, on ac- 
count of his religion, had been banished from his old 
home in Scotland. He fled to Ireland, but he stayed 
there only a short time; for, when he heard of this 
beautiful country across the seas, he determined to bring 
his young wife hitherward. 

‘(In those days there were no fine ocean steamers, 
but it took long dreary months to cross the ocean in 
clumsy little sailing packets. 

‘After a rough voyage, the young exile and his wife 
reached America. They first thought of making their 
home in Pennsylvania, where so many of their friends 
and relatives had settled, but it was winter when they 
reached there, and everything was so cold and bleak 
and bare that they resolved, early the next spring, to 
seek a warmer and more genial climate. Long before 
the winter ‘snows had disappeared, a little band of set- 
tlers started on their southward journey. For weeks and 
weeks they plodded on their weary way. Every path 
had to be cut, often through interminable forests, rivers 
had to be forded, wild animals killed, and fierce Indians 
constantly warded off. 

‘*At last they reached North Carolina, and it was 
such a delightful piace they resolved to settle here. So 
the men all went to work felling trees and clearing the 
ground, Each man lent a willing hand to his neighbor, 
and by summer all the rude little cabins were built, and 
things were beginning to look quite homelike and com- 
fortable. 

‘«But the Indians lived here, you know, and some- 
how the white men and Indians did not get on very well 
together, for often the white men would deceive the red 
men, and steal from them, while the Indians were cruel 
and treacherous. 

‘«But, in spite of all these dangers and difficulties, 
Zedekiah and his wife Mary were very happy in their 
little home. It was built of great logs. Inside was an 
immense fireplace, covering an entire side of the house. 
The fireplace was so large a child could sit in the corner 
of it and look up at the stars. The mantel was so high, 
Zedekiah could just reach the top. Over the mantel 
was a curious little closet. The cooking was done in 
front of the fireplace, in skillets, and in pots and 
kettles that hung over the fire on a swinging crane. 
There was not much furniture in the house, but every- 
thing was spotlessly clean. 

**One bright summer morning, Zedekiah, as usual, 
went to the fields to work, leaving Mistress Mary in the 
house all alone. But she was not afraid, for many a 
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time had she been all day beyond the sound of a human 
weice. So right cheerily she went about her household 
duties, never thinking about the Indians. 

‘‘ But for some time two hideous-looking Indians had 
been prowling around the place. They looked this way 
and they looked that way. No one was in sight. They 
crept up to the little window, and peeped in. Mistress 
Mary was sweeping the hearth. They crept noiselessly 
into the room, and, before she could cry out for help, 
they had seized her, tied up her mouth and eyes, 
and were leading her away. 

«« Away over rough roads, through briers and bushes, 
in and out creeks, they carried her. At last they halted, 
and, when her eyes were unblinded, she saw that, in- 
stead of being in her own sweet little home, she was in 
a dirty Indian wigwam. Filthy little Indian children 
were gazing at her in speechless amazement. Horrid 
men and women were talking and jabbering in an un- 
known tongue. 

‘‘For many weary weeks she was kept. here. At first 
she was treated very unkindly, but after a while her 
gentle ways and sweet smiles won the hearts of the chil- 
dren. She would gather them about her, and in her 
broken Indian language she would tell them sweet sto- 
ries of Jesus. The women, too, would come and listen 
when the men were off fishing and hunting, At last the 
rude women felt sorry for the beautiful white squaw who 
had been stolen from her husband. They wanted to help 
her escape, but what could they do? The men would 
kill them if they allowed the paleface to go back to her 
people. 

‘* But God put it into the heart of a poor half-witted 
Indian lad to restore her to her husband. In the dead 
of night, when all his comrades were fast asleep, he 
carried her safely to her home. Then, swift as an 
arrow, he sped back to his own wretched wigwam. 

‘*The next morning, when the escape of Mistress 
Mary was found out, of course no one thought of blam- 
ing Half-Wit. So, after a time, the matter was dropped. 
But Mistress Mary and her husband did not forget their 
terrible experience with the Indians, and, when their 
baby girl was born, they said, ‘We will call her De- 
liverance, for the Lord hath delivered us in time of 
trouble.’ '’ 


Winston, NC. 
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Christmas Programs that Dishonor 
By Florence Crosby Parsons 


FEW years ago, the program of Christmas exer- 

cises given in the churches usually consisted of 
appropriate music and recitations, full of allusions to the 
star, the magi, and the manger cradle, while visions of 
Bethlehem’s plain, the watching shepherds, and the glo- 
rious angel, were prominently brought before the mind 
in song and story. Lastly, a stately tree, glowing with 
soft light and bedecked with gilt stars, bore amid its 
spreading branches the gifts that delighted old and 
young. 

It has come to be with Christmas programs somewhat 
as it is with Christmas gifts. Whereas simple presents 
delighted our hearts, our children are not content with 
book or toy or picture, but clamor for velocipedes, bi- 
cyles, Shetland ponies, and roller skates. 

So, year after year, the distracted superintendent 
looks about for some new form of entertainment, thereby 
feeding the restive spirit of the times. Something 
novel he must have. Behold the present-day substi- 
tute for the dear old Christmas tree and the plain, beau- 
tiful Scripture texts, and that ’song of glory, 


** While shepherds. watched their flocks by night, 
All seated on the ground.”’ 


One program the past season consisted of a huge fire- 
place, built of paper resembling bricks, a small tree to 
one side, trimmed slightly, but with neither candles nor 
presents, boxes of candy being piled at its base. Ata 
signal the lights grew dim, belis were heard, and Santa 
Claus rattled down the aisle, while very little children 
cried with fright. On top of the fireplace now appeared 
rows of brownies, dressed in all sorts of hideous uni- 
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. forms. They pelted Santa with mimic snowballs, and 
later became his pages to distribute the candy. Of 
all the outlandish and horrible creatures they were the 
worst. 

There were songs and recitations in accord with the 
Christmas theme, but one, given by a wee maiden 
dressed in costume, with basket upon her arm, was a 
poem, with—what title, think you? ‘Little Red Rid- 
ing Hood !”’ 

What possible connection could there be between 
that dreadful tale and the story of the Nativity? If it 
held the interest or fired the imagination more than could 
the description of God's glittering firmament and open- 
ing heavens, then we fail to comprehend the sublimity 
of Scripture. In what way did those hideous brownies 
make clearer to the children the night on Bethlehem’s 
plain ? 

They were funny, to be sure, very comical indeed, and 
at some other time would have furnished a charming 
éntertainment, but they certainly dissipated any vision 
child or parent might have had of star or shepherds, 
angels or the holy Child. The impression was as if we 
had seen a burlesque, and that, too, in the house of 
God ! 

Another program was called «‘ Christmas in Manila."’ 
In the first scene, soldiers were represented eating their 
scant fare of crackers, then rolling themselves in blankets 
for the night. ‘The second scene gave a glimpse into 
the general's home, a little boy asking mama for a story. 
She tells of Christ’s birth. Scene third shows the ship 
Oregon in the harbor, a boy in the watch-tower, glass in 
hand. All very pretty, and at any other time entertain- 
ing, but what have soldiers and war ships to do with 
the supreme story in hand? 

During another entertainment a Boys’ Brigade was 
marched in and put through a series of evolutions. 
They presented arms, charged upon the audience as 
Closely as they dared with fixed bayonets, and ended by 
firing again and again, the noise frightening the little 
ones into tears and blanching the cheeks of older pupils. 
Strangely incongruous, this performance, when the night 
was’set apart to celebrate the advent of the Prince of 
Peace, and when all hearts were echoing the song, ‘‘ On 
earth peace, good will toward men’ ! 

True that all these exercises quoted took place upofi 
a weekday evening. However, their intent was to cele- 
brate Christmas, and Christmas only. To fill the minds 
of frightened children with scenes of war, to ignore the 
sublime lessons that might be impressed by glittering fir- 
mament and angel choir, was, to say the least, bringing 
Christmas toalow plane. What will be the result if we must 
give up even our blessed Christmas theme to pander to 
the war taste, to seek something new? If it has come 
to pass that we have outgrown the dignity and beauty of 
the narrative of the star, the wise men, the shepherds, 
the manger, it is time some one lifted voice and pen. 

Superintendents, teachers, is not the old, old story 
new enough for you? It held us in our youth, It has 
power to hold our children. Not all the brownies and 
fixed bayonets and ships of war have half the fascination 
found in Bethlehem’s star. Not a regiment of soldiers 
eating crackers can compare in simple dignity with the 
act of the magi kneeling to their King. Neither wolf 
nor Red Riding Rood can thrill the children as can 
Herod's search for Jesus and his edict against the inno- 
cents, 

Of what are we thinking, to substitute these things for 
the picture that has held the world for nineteen hundred 
years? Are you willing to have your children’s taste 
for literary worth depraved by offering them Red Riding 
Hood instead of ‘‘ Glory to God in the highest’’ ? Oh! 
take yet higher ground. Are you willing their spiritual 
taste should be depraved and their spiritual vision 
dimmed by looking at goblins and wolves and emblems 
of strife, when they might see the star, the magi, the 
mother, and might—yes, might—have a glimpse of the 
Christ-child? «‘ Their angels do always behold the face 
of my Father,’’ said Jesus. Let us be careful how we 
fill their ears with earth sounds, when it is their birth- 
right to catch the strains of the heavenly choir. Will 
you permit them to be fed upon the weak pabulum of 
brownies and war ships and fiery tales, when they might 
feast upon the strong meat of God's Word? Fill the 
Christmas program with the music and stately rhythm of 
the Bible. There are three hundred and sixty-four days 

in which brownies may caper and war ships seek har- 
bor (Sundays excepted). Let there be one day wherein 
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old and young shall taste the better things, shall see the 
star, and be guided by it to kneel beside the manger 
cradle. There may be nothing left in way of gifts that 
can erelong amuse our children, but let us cling to the 
old, old story, upon which our fathers. fed, in faith 
of which our fathers died, and let us use it season 
after season, knowing it is splendid in imagery, exhaust- 
less in strength, peerless in fascination, because its words 
are truth and they are life. 


Pasadena, Cal. 
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How about the Young Men? 


By M. A. Hudson 


Founder of the Baraca Bible Classes 


What then? We had a 

grand day. Many old members came to our fall 
‘‘rally,’’ and ‘‘ the percentage of attendance was nearer 
the one-hundred mark than ever before.'’ How has it 
been since? Did your heart thrill with praise to see so 
many men out on that grand Rally Day? Doubtless it 
did, and doubtless the pain is now in the place of the 
thrill, when you look in vain for these same men. Did 
you follow up those men after Rally Day, Mr. Superin- 
tendent or Teacher ? 

That the word of God is the foundation for men's 
Bible classes is not denied. That surely is the founda- 
tion which should be followed by these two very impor- 
tant adjuncts : social life and business methods. 

Open the fall campaign with these two helps at once, 
but be careful not to deceive the young men or let them 
get a false impression. The word of God and Jesus 
Christ as a personal Saviour for young men should 
always be the fundamental principles of every young 
men's Bible class. No young man should have cause 
to think the class is anything but a company met for 
the purpose of studying God's word as it relates to his 
salvation and upbuilding. 


ALLY Days are over. 


In these days many classes 
give the impression that they are social or literary clubs, 
and the young member is surprised when the gospel is 
unfolded. While the. teaching of the word is, there- 
fore, the important thing in men’s Bible classes, it is 
also important to have correct business methods and 
social life. 

It may be that your ‘‘rally’’ day was not followed 
up by these, and you are to-day lamenting their ab- 
sence. If such is the case, perhaps I can help you by 
telling how a pastor friend of mine won nearly all the 
unchurched men in his village to his church. | His lack 
of men caused him to look for a remedy in the Young 
Men’s Baraca Bible Class, which has now twenty-five 
thousand members in forty-one states of the Union. 
Before forming his class, he called upon the editor of the 
village paper for a list of his subscribers who never went 
to church. He wanted the intelligent men who read 
and take interest in the affairs of the world. After a 
search was made, a list of eighty-five or more names 
was given him. A call in every office, store, or factory 
was made personally by the pastor, who stated to the 
men his purpose. He invited each one (and left them 
a beautiful card invitation) to a banquet at his church 
the next Saturday evening. Upon this card, which was 
also a menu card, was the announcement that the speak- 
ers would be the pastor, the editor, the principal of the 
school, and a teacher of a young men's Baraca Bible 
class from a neighboring city. The first word to be seen 
upon the invitation was ‘‘ Welcome,’’ and the last ones 
were ‘‘ Come again.’" An announcement was also made 
that on the following Sunday, ‘‘if the young men wanted 
a Young Men's Baraca Class,’’ one would be formed by 
the visitor, who would speak at 10.30 A. M. Sunday, and 
organize the class at12 M. A call upon the men on the 
list was made later in the week to ascertain who would 
be present. 

Sixty-five men ‘‘shook’’ with the pastor that they 
would be on hand. Sixty-five plates were laid, .and 
all were filled. The toasts were full of mirth, and 
social life seemed to abound. It was a revelation to the 
non-churched visitors that they were so ‘‘ royally"’ en- 
tertained, and many came the next day. A Bible class, 
with thirty-eight men present, was formed, and Baraca 
became the means of bringing over seventy-five mem- 
bers into the School in a short time. Over a score were 
baptized in less than a year, and that church cannot now 
say, ‘‘ We have no young men."’ 
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How did it happen? The young men were followed 
up with social life and business methods. 

Most Baraca classes have an evening during the weck 
for their recreation, with games, readings, music by their 
own orchestra or quartet, or debates in the form of a 
mock Common Council or Congress. During the sum- 
mer, bicycle trips, trolley rides, moonlight excursions, 
etc., keep the young men together outdoors when it is 
so hot it is impossible to hold sessions in their room. 
Young men are social beings, and seek friendships. 
Shall the church have no voice in answering their ques- 
tions as to ‘‘ Who shall my friends be"’ ? 

Business methods in conducting the school and class 
appeal very much to the average young man. To have 
a class president who presides on Sunday directing the 
secretary, the treasurer, and the teacher, when they are 
to address or teach the class, appeals to the visitor as a 
business method to be desired. 

A class name, with a gold or silver pin, as in the 
Young Men's Baraca Bible Class, appeals strongly to the 
class spirit, and serves to hold them for the spiritual 
work. Outside of the teacher's lesson, there should be 
an organized work to bring the young men to the 
knowledge of a personal Saviour. The Baraca Secret 
Service pledge, which follows, has been the means, in 
God's hands, of bringing over one hundred men to Christ 
in the writer's class, and many in the four hundred 
classes from Maine to Calfornia. 


| 


My Secret Service 
Matthew 6 :6; John 14 


1. I pledge to pray for the unconverted Baracas every 
day at noon, or as soon thereafter as 1 remember this | 
pledge. ° | 

| 
| 
| 


: 13, 14. | 
| 





2. I pledge to make a list of those to whom I will | 
| speak, and to work and pray for them. 

3. I will meet the secret service members once a 
month, and pray aloud with them, and do all in my | 
| power to help them bring . . . 

within the next six months. 


. Baracas to Christ | 


| Signed. . 
| Dated ... «'s ’s 


This is a secret organization among the Christians in 
the class. As soon as a man is converted, he is asked 
to join this prayer circle and personal work club. These 
pledges and the Baraca Class literature can be had for 
the asking and a stamp enclosed to M. A. Hudson, 
Syracuse, New York. 

Now is the time to open the campaign for men in our 
schools. Unhappy indeed is the church which is 
compelled to say, ‘‘We have no young men.’’ Why 
not use some of these methods which have been so suc- 
cessful in over four hundred schools in our land? Do 
not let the school ‘‘ Rally Day’’ be all the effort you 
will put forth, Have every class in your school organ- 
ized, with a name and officers. Then let the next Rally 
Day be a ‘‘class rally day.'’ Call it for the Baraca 
class ‘‘ The Thanksgiving Rally Day when every Baraca 
should be on hand.'’ Send out your letters, visitors, 
and postals; then welcome them, and prepare for the 
next class rally on New Year's, and so on. Why not 
have a few souvenirs for each rally? For Washington's 
birthday rally, a hatchet; for Easter rally, a cross, 
These, tied with ribbons (the class colors), can be made 
easily and cheaply. 
one dollar, 


A large sheet of celluloid, costing 
make over one thousand souvenirs. 
These are of service in keeping up the enthusiasm after 
the rally is past. 


will 


Keeping every member at work serves 
to hold the men in the class. 

With the regular officers there can be appointed a 
librarian, standard-bearer, and reporter for the press, 
The librarian can see that every one is supplied with 
music-books, a Bible, etc. If you have a class banner 
or American flag, the standard-bearer cares for it The 
press reporter will give the local papers all the public 
news of the class. 

Again, many can work on committees. The hustlers whe 
go after new members, the entertainment committee whe 
call on delinquents and interest them again, the social, 
music, athletic, or employment committees, keep many 
men employed until the secret service can bring them 
to Christ. Every one will realize, after a trial, that te 
bring the men to Christ as a personal Saviour is the only 
sure way of holding them, and even then these adjuncts 
keep them more faithful to their vows. 


Syracuse, N.Y. 

















































































Lesson Helps 


Lesson Calendar 
Fourth Quarter, 1899 


Seo exw auvoavee 


October 1.—Joy in God’s House, ...-666+e866 
October 8.—Haman’s Plot against the Jews. . . 
October 15.—Esther Pleading for her People . . . 
October 22.—Ezra’s Journey to Jerusalem. .....- 
October 29.—Psalms of Deliverance . . 
November 5.—Nehemiah’s Prayer 

November 12.—RKebuilding the Walls of Jerusalem 
. November 19.—Public Reading of the Scriptures . 
November 26.—Woes of Intemperance ...... 
. December 3.—Keeping the Sabbath, ....... 


11. December 10.—Lessons in Giving . .... . Mal. 


- + Psa. x22 
« « « « Esth. 3: 3-22 
Esth. 8: 5-8, 15-17 
. Ezra 8: 21-32 
. « « Psa. 85 and 126 
Neh. 1: 1-21 

. Neb. 4: 7-38 

. Neh. 8: 1-22 

. Prov 23: 29-35 

« Neb. 13: 15-22 

: 6-11 and 3: 812 


12. Dec. 17.—Fruits of Right and Wrong Doing . Mal. 3: 13 to 4: 6 


13. December 24.—Christ’s Coming Foretold . ... 


34. December 31.— Review. 


ccc oo 18.9599 
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Lesson 12, December 17, 18990 


Fruits of Right and Wrong Doing 
Malachi 3: 13 to 4:6 


Compare Mal. 3: 1-6; also Matt. 
16-18 


GOLDEN 
also reap.—-Gal, 6: 7. 
CGMMON VERSION 


13 | Your words have been 
stout against me, saith the 
LORD, Yet ye say, What have 
we spoken so much against 
thee ? 

14 Ye have said, It is vain to 
serve God: and what profit és 
it that we have kept his ordi- 
nance, and that we have walked 
mournfully before the LORD of 
hosts ? 

15 And now we call the 
proud happy; yea, they that 
work wickedness are set up; 
yea, they that tempt God are 
even delivered. 

16 4 Then they that feared 
the LORD spake often one to 
another: and the LORD hear- 
kened, and heard #/, and a book 
of remembrance was written be- 
fore him for them that feared 
the LORD, and that thought 
upon his name. 

17 And they shall be mine, 
saith the LORD of hosts, in that 
day when | make up my jewels ; 
and I will spare them, as a 
man spareth his own son that 
serveth him. 

18 ‘Then shall ye return, and 
discern between the righteous 
and the wicked, between him 
that serveth God and him that 
serveth him not. 

t For, behold, the day 
cometh, that shall burn as an 
even; and all the proud, yea, 
and all that do wickedly, shall 
be stubble: and the day that 
cometh shall burn them up, 
saith the LORD of hosts, that it 
shall leave them neither root 
nor branch. 

2 But unto you that fear 
my name shall the Sun of 
righteousness arise with healing 
in his wings ; and ye shali go 
forth, and grow up as calves of 
the stall. 

3 And ye shall tread down 
the wicked ; for they shall be 
ashes under the soles of oe 
feet in the day that I shall do 
this, saith the LORD of hosts. 

4 4 Remember ye the law of 
Moses my servant, which I 
commanded unto him in 
HO’reb for all Israel, with the 
statutes and judgments. 

5 4 Behold, | will send you 
E-li‘jah the prophet before the 
coming of the great and dread- 
ful day of the LORD: 

6 And he shall turn the heart 
of the fathers to the children, 
and the heart of the children to 
their fathers, lest I come and 
smite the earth with a curse. 


Text: Whatsoever a 


Il: 7-15. Memory verses: 


man soweth, that shall he 


REVISED VERSION 


Your words have been 
Stout against me, saith the 
LORD. Yetye say, Wherein 
have we spoken against 
thee? Ye have said, It is 
vain to serve God : and what 
rofit is it that we have kept 
vis charge, and that we have 
walked ' mournfully before 
the Lorp of hosts? And 
now we call the proud 
happy ; yea, they that work 
wickedness are built up; 
yea, they tempt God, and 
are delivered. Then they 
that feared the LORD spake 
one with another: and the 
LORD hearkened, and heard, 
and a book of remembrance 
was written before him, for 
them that feared the Lorp, 
and that thought upon his 
name. And they shall be 
mine, saith the LorRD of 
hosts, in the day ? that 13 do 
make, even a eculiar 
treasure ; and I will spare 
them, as a man spareth his 
own son that serveth him. 
Then shall ye return and 
discern between the right- 
eous and the wicked, be- 
tween him that serveth God 
and him that’ serveth him 
not. For, behold, the day 
cometh, it burneth as a 
furnace ; and all the proud, 
and all that work wickedness, 
shall be stubble: and the 
day that cometh shall burn 
them up, saith the LORD of 
hosts, that it shall leave them 
neither root nor branch. 
But unto you that fear my 
name shall the sun of right- 
eousness arise with hedling 
in his wings; and ye shall 
go forth, and gambol as 
calves of the stall. And ye 
shall tread down the wicked ; 
for they shall be ashes under 
the soles of your feet in the 
day that I do make, saith 
the LorRD of hosts. 
Remember ye the law of 
Moses my servant, which I 
commanded unto him in 
Horeb for all Israel, even 
statutes and judgements. Be- 
hold, I will send you Elijah 
the prophet before the great 
and terrible day of the LORD 
come. And he shall turn 
the heart of the fathers ‘to 
the children, and the heart 
of the children ‘to their 
fathers; lest I come and 
smite the ‘earth with a 
® curse. 


1 Or, in mourning apparel * Or, wherein I do make a peculiar treas- 


wre * Ur, do this 


*Or, with *Or, dand * Or, ban 


For ** the Lornpo” the American Revisers would in every case substitute 


* Jehovah,” 
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Scripture Readings for Daily Study 


Selected and Analyzed by B. F. Jacobs 


Sun.— Fruits of Right and Wrong Doing (Mal. 3: 8 to 4: 6). 


A double charge. 
(13-TS). 
the people (16-18). 


Joy (2). 
sin | Ry 


Robbing God (8, 9). 
A double blessing : On the 


Impudent words 
land (10-12); on 


A bright picture (16). 
~n.— The Way of the Righteous (Psa. 7 
Fruitfulness (3). 


- £-6). Blessing (1). 


Judgment (4-6). 
Tues.— The Prayer of the Penitent (Psa. $1: 1-13), 
ot sin (x, 2). Confession of sins (3-5). 

_ sins (10-13) 


Conviction 
Cleansing from 
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Wed.— What Jesus said (Matt. 6 : 19-74). Treasures that are 
real (19-21). Light and darkness (22, 23). 
(24).. God's care for us (25-32). 
to seek it (33-35). 

Thurs.— What Jesus said (Matt. 7: 13-29). 
and the wide gate (13). 
tree (14-20). 
sand (24-29). 

Fri.— Works of the Flesh and the Fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5: 
19t06:9). Working(19-21). Bearing fruit (22-26). Bear- 
ing burdens (6: 1-6). Sowing and reaping (7-9). 

Sat.— The Perfect Saviour (1 Johns: 1-10). Life manifested 
(1, 2). Fellowship and joy (3, 4). Light and darkness 
(5, 6). Forgivewess and cleansing (7-10). 

Sun.— The Spirit's Message (Rev. 37 : 1-13). Watching and 
waiting (1-3). The robe and the book (4-6). The key and 
the door (7-10). The crown and the name (11-13). 


Chicago, 11. 


Two masters 
What to seek and when 


The strait gate 
The good tree and the corrupt 
Saying and doing (21-23). The rock and the 
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Lesson Surroundings 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 


NTERVENING Events.—The Book of Malachi is a 
continuous prophetic discourse, so that, properly 

speaking, there are no intervening events. The purpose 
of the discourse is to combat the habit of bad skepticism 
which had led, during Nehemiah’s absence from Pales- 
tine, to apostasy from the reforms he had introduced 
(Neh. 13 : 4-13, etc.). It consists of an introduction 
(Mal. 1 : 1-5), asection addressed mainly to the priests and 
other temple servants (1 : 6 to 3 : 4), a section addressed to 
the people as a whole (3 : § to 4 : 3), and a concluding 
section (4 : 4-6). The priests are charged with three 
kinds of offenses,—namely, slackness in their priestly 
duties (1 : 6 to 2 : 9), marrying foreign women (2 : 10- 
16) in violation of the covenant (2 : 14 ; Neh. 10 : 30), 
and a habit of bad skepticism (Mal. 2 : 17), which ren- 
dered these other sins possible. In like manner, the 
people, as a whole, are charged with three classes of 
sins,—namely, public wrongs, including false swearing 
and adultery (3 : 54-7; Neh. 10: 29, 30), failure: to 
support the temple and its ministers (Mal. 3 : 8-12; 
Neh. 10 : 29-39), and the habit of bad skepticism (3 : 
13-15). In each of the sections, the rebukes are fol- 
lowed by statements concerning a ‘‘day*’ in which the 
obedient and the disobedient shall be differentiated and 
rewarded. 

Time. —Within the decade after 433 B.C. 

PLACE. —Jerusalem and its environs. 

PARALLEL PASSAGES.—See references in the margins 
of Bibles at Malachi 3 : § and 4: 5, 6. 


Auburn Theological Seminary. 
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The Lesson Story 
By Cunningham Geikie, D.D., LL.D. 


HE picture of the religious condition of the small 
Jewish state, at the close of the Old Testament 
canon, is asad one. Malachi describes the priests as 
insolently profane and wicked, and as having become 
‘*contemptible and base before all the people’’ (Mal. 
2:9). The people, moreover, had sunk to their level. 
Many had married heathen wives (2 : 11) and divorced 
their Jewish wives, whose tears covered God's altar (2 : 
13). There was no sin, indeed, of which they were not 
guilty (3:5). They could not have been worse before 
the captivity or in Babylon. They even ‘‘ robbed God’’ 
of the support of his temple by not bringing to it the 
tithe they had covenanted to pay him. In fact, they 
had repudiated their obligations to him altogether. As, 
in the days of Hosea, in the Northern Kingdom, nearly 
four hundred years before, men spoke of the better 
times they had enjoyed when they served Baal, than now, 
when they worshiped Jehovah (Hos. 2 : 7, 8), those of 
Malachi’s day had come to think that it was no advan- 
tage to be godly, since, the worse a man was, the better 
he seemed to prosper (2 : 17). 

Drought and the locust had scourged them, and they had 
fasted and gone about in black mourning dress, but it had 
done them no good (3 : 14). The wicked, who put God to 
the proof, were more favored than his worshipers. They 
rested, in fact, on the Mosaic doctrine that virtue and 
vice had their exact rewards in this world, the events of 
life being in favor of the one and against the other, as 
even Malachi assumes, —a doctrine which Christ forever 
canceled by his words on the men killed at the falling 
of the tower in Siloam (Luke 13 : 4). 
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Godliness, as we know, is profitable both here and 
hereafter, but it is not correct to suppose that goodness 
is always rewarded by temporal benefits in this life. Yet 
even in Judah there was a godly remnant, as in Israel 
long before. These lowly ones often talked together 
about the sad state of things, and God noted their loy- 
alty to him, the prophet telling us, in his human way, 
that a book of remembrance was written before the 
Almighty to secure their not losing a full reward at the 
coming of the Messiah. They would be God's treasure 
then, and they would finally see the difference between 
him who served Jehovah and him who did not. Joel 
had already spoken of the day of the Lord, when the 
Messiah, God's anointed, would come to destroy all the 
enemies of his people (Joel 2 : 31 to 3 : 2). 

With the same conception of the Messianic advent, 
Malachi tells them that the day will come when ‘*the 
messenger of the Lord, preceded by the greatest of the 
prophets, Elijah (4 : 5), and the Lord himself sitting in 
the temple, acting through this Messiah, would burn up 
all the proud-hearted and wicked as in an oven, and, 
like the stubble, consumed by spreading fire, till there 
was neither root nor branch of them left. But to those 
who had feared God, the Messiah would bea sun of 
righteousness, rising with healing in his rays, and the faith- 
ful ones would then come out of their places of shelter 
from his fury against the ungodly, and gambol for joy, like 
the fatted calf when let loose from his stall. The land 
would then be all their own, since nothing was left of the 
wicked but ashes. Let the godly only keep the com- 
mands of God, and all this would come to pass. 

Finally, Elijah would turn the hearts of fathers to the 
children they had sent away when their wives were 
divorced, and the heart of the children to the fathers, 
and love would reign in the land, otherwise God would 
return and smite it with a curse again. The prophet 
thus, apparently, expected this millennium to come 
almost forthwith. 


Bournemouth, England. 
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Teaching Points 


By Bishop H. W. Warren, D.D., LL.D. 
God's Peculiar Treasures 


S there any treasure so rich that God cannot miss it 

without feeling poorer? Gold is plenty enough for 
paving in the celestial city, and precious stones are just 
fit to build into walls. They are easily created. But 
what is peculiar, too precious to be spared? This 
treasure is sanctified souls, ‘‘for whose sake all nature 
stands,’’ for whom Christ came and suffered, for whom 
the Holy Ghost now groans, and for whom heaven is 
prepared. 

What are their characteristics ? 

1. Negatively. In the midst of derisive criticism 
they do not grumble and find fault with the providence 
and government of God (vs. 13-15). 
atheism. 


That is practical 
It is sacrilegious for a good man to be sad 
even, much worse to sit in querulous judgment on God's 
dealings. 

2. Positively. They feared the Lord (v. 16). This 
is not a cringing fear, such as the heathen have for the 
capricious, hateful, and hating gods, but a loving rever- 
ence both for God's character and his laws. When 
God is revealed as a loving father, our fear of him is a 
noly, solemn joy. 

3. They spake often one to another (v. 16). This 
shows the nature of their feeling. If it were a cringing 
fear they would be silent, or only whisper. But glad- 
ness breaks out ‘‘ often.’’ Its nature is diffusive. They 
seek one another to express their joy. In the home, by 
the wayside, at daily labor, and in appointed meetings, 
they speak and sing of their joy in God. Each who 
hears reflects, and increases the joy. 

4. God's regard for his peculiar treasures. He listens 
attentively to their speaking, writes in the Lamb's Book 
of Life those who so thought upon him (v. 16). He 
treats them every one as a filial son(v. 17). The Sun of 
Righteousness shall rise tothem (v. 2). By half a dozen 
gorgeous and striking figures to the end of the chapter 
God declares his loving regard and gracious help. 

The lesson is applicable to every life. There is 
temptation to complain. But when one has endured 
the temptation, he is blessed inconceivably. 


University Park, Colo. 
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Illustrative Applications 
By Wayland Hoyt, D.D. 


have said, It is vain to serve God: and what 
profit is it that we have kept his charge ? (vs. 14, 
15). . Beware of such speech, and of the feeling which 
prompts it’ It is far too common even among good 
people. ‘‘ Look at him,'’ I heard a business man say ; 
‘she does all sorts of twisting and evil things, legal 
perhaps, but hard and wrong. I would not do such 
things. Yet see how he is getting on, and I am lag- 
ging.’ And, if he did not say it, the unsaid feeling 
was, for the moment, in his heart, « It is vain to serve 
God.” 1 saw a man from South Africa with some un- 
cut diamonds. The heart of light was in them, but it 
could not flash out. He was going to put those uncut 
diamonds on the whirling emery-wheels, and rasp off 
their rough surfaces, and so let out their gleaming. 
Would it be reasonable for the diamonds to say, amid 
the grinding, ‘It is vain to be a diamond ; it were bet- 
ter to be a common pebble’’? As unreasonable is it for 
us to say, amid the disciplines by which God is fashion- 
ing us to nobler character, ‘‘ It is not worth while to be 
a Christian ; see how that bad man is getting on ; it is 
vain to serve the Lord."’ 

Then they that feared the Lord spake one with an- 
other (v. 16). And this Scripture tells us the best way 
of resisting temptation to such faithless feeling and 
speech about God. Christian companionship is the 
best defense. Do not go off by yourself, and mope and 
moan, when things are going hard with you, and your 
heart begins to question the prosperity of righteousness. 
Of all times, that is the time you need the church, the 
prayer-meeting, the communion of the saints. Seek 
these things ; take your share in them, and your faith 
shall strengthen and your heart gladden. The worst 
thing anybody can do, when things seem hard, is to 
absent himself from the companionship of those who 
love the Lord. 

A book of remembrance was written before him (vy. 16). 
The Persians had honor-rolls for specially true and he- 
roic men. God has such an honor-roll.. And when you 
are true to him, amid life’s problems and disciplines, 
when you think upon his name and trust him, on God's 
roll of honor goes your name. You think you are fore 
gotten? Why, your name is blazoned on the honor- 
roll of heaven. Your speech of trust, your testimony 
to God's faithfulness, —it is as music in God's ear. 

And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts (v. 17). 
Who would you rather be? 
rather have ? 


Whose destiny would you 
Nero's or Paul's? 

Then shall ye return and discern between... him 
that serveth God, and him that serveth him not (v. 18). 
Said Anne of Austria to Cardinal Richelieu, ‘‘ My Lord 
Cardinal, God does not pay at the end of every week, but 
at last he pays.’’ 

But unto you that fear my name shall the sun of right- 
cousness arise with healing in his wings (v. 2). Up in 
Maine this summer I saw the sun, from behind dense 
clouds, shoot out vast wings of light, the symbols of the 
sun's sure triumph. So shall Christ burst through with 
light your darkness, biess you, maké you glad. 

Remember ye the law of Moses my servant, which J 
commanded unto him in Horeb for all Israel (v. 4). 
A statement like this, put by an inspired prophet into 
the mouth of God himself, has an important bearing 
on the historical character and date of composition of 
the Pentateuch. And as for them of old time, so for 
us with our greater Scripture, illumined, as it is, by the 
advent of our Saviour, the path to trust, true life, deliv- 
erance, heaven, is by remembering the word of God. 

Philadelphia. 


5 i 


Critical Notes 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 


ERSES 13-15.—They are rebuked for their habit of 
bad skepticism (there may be skepticism that is 

not bad), which has led them to disastrously bad con- 
duct.— Wherein have we spoken against thee? Eight 
times, in the fifty-five verses of Malachi, they answer 
back in this self-righteous way, instead of repenting un- 
der Jehovah's rebuke. This is the feature of the sin 
that the book most emphasizes.— Ve Aave said: What 
they have said follows, in the form of five maxims. 
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The best comment on them is to print them separately 
as maxims, remembering that nothing more surely indi- 
cates character than the maxims one is accustomed to 
quote and act upon : 


**It is in vain to serve God.’"’ 

** What profit is it that we have observed his ordinance, 
and that we have gone mournfully from before Jehovah of 
hosts ?’’ 

** And now we call the proud happy.’’ 

** Also workers of wickedness have been built up.’’ 

** Also men have tested God and escaped.”’ 


No wonder that men whose lives are governed by prov- 
erbs like these should prove false to their covenant obli- 
gations, and should bring distress upon their country 
and themselves by their misdeeds ! 

Verses 16, 17.—Having completed the list of the mis- 
doings of his countrymen, the prophet turns to speak of 
the way in which Jehovah will deal with them. First 
he makes record of the fact that some of them have not 
gone with the crowd, but have remained firm in the fear 
of the Lord. — 7hen ; At the time when others were thus 
unfaithful. —Spake one with another : Maintaining their 
integrity, and strengthening one another.—A book of 
remembrance : A record has been made of them in Je- 
hovah's honor list.—/n the day that Ido make: This 
rendering of the Revised Version is correct. ‘‘ The 
day'’ referred to is ‘‘the day of his coming"’ (3 : 2), 
the day that will burn as a furnace (4:1), ‘‘ the great 
and terrible day’’ (4:5). The imagery here used is 
drawn from the incidents of the giving of the ten words 
at Sinai (Exod. 19).—A peculiar treasure; The phrase- 
ology of Exodus 19:5. We shall have the meaning 
more clearly in English if we translate, ‘‘ And they shall 
be mine, even my own, in the day that I am making, 
saith Jehovah of hosts.'’ The idea of the Lord's mak- 
ing up his jewels will, perhaps, hold its place in the 
religious imagination, but it has no foundation in this 
text. 

Chapter 3 : 18 to 4 : 3.—The majority have been free 
with their skeptical maxims, to the effect that fearing 
the Lord makes no difference; in the day that ap- 
proaches he will show that it does make a difference. -— 
Then: Better ‘‘and,’’ the word not being an adverb of 
time.— Ve shall return aud discern: They have gone 
far in the opposite direction, but they shall return to 
the subject, and shall see that they have been mistaken. 
The following verses make three points of difference 
between those that fear God and those that fear him not. 
—Tlt burneth as a furnace: The translation of the Re- 
vised Version is the correct one. So far as the wicked 
themselves are concerned, the difference consists in the 
fact that they will be destroyed as by fire. —And a sun 
of righteousness shall arise for you that fear my name : 
The subject has no definite article. As compared with 
the preceding clause, note the abrupt and utter change 
in the figure of speech. —/ealing in his wings: The 
night has been malarious and depressing; this will 
vanish with the sunshine, and the righteous will be ‘in 
high spirits, like young animals in the morning light — 
Ana ye shall tread: Not merely in their separate char- 
acter and condition, but in their relations one to the 
other, will the difference between the righteous and the 
wicked be manifested. The righteous will be the vic- 
tors in the end of the struggle. 

Verse 4.—The prophet has now concluded that part 
of his discourse which applies distinctively to the people, 
saying much the same things as he had already said to 
the priests (3 : 1-4).—Now he brings his whole discourse 
to a close by adding two points.—Rememsber ye the law 
of Moses: This is the first of the two concluding points. 
The scenes at Horeb connect themselves with those of 
the day which the Lord is about to make. —Sfatutes and 
judgments ; Here spoken of as included in ‘the law,’ 
the opposite implication of the Old Version being an 
error. 

Verses 5, 6.—-The second concluding point.—/ wi// 
send; Strictly, ‘‘1 am sending.’’—And he shall turn: 
The verb denotes motion in a reversed direction, and is 
often used of repentance or conversion. — 7a the children 

. to their fathers 
means ‘‘ upon,”’ 


The Hebrew. preposition properly 
which may here be ‘‘in addition to,"’ 
‘*as well as,"’ as in Exodus 35 : 22 and Genesis 32 : 12. 
This gives us the meaning, ‘‘And he shall turn [to re- 
pentance] the heart of fathers as well as of sons, and the 
heart of sons as well as of their fathers."°—Zes¢ J come : 
By thus leading old and young together to repentance, 


the Elijah here spoken of will ward off the threatened 
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ban. — With a curse ; In the margin of the Revised Ver- 
sion, ‘‘a ban."" Not the word used in 2 : 2 and 3: 9, 
but the word which denotes a religious devotion to utter 
destruction, as in the case of the ancient Canaanites. 
This is the conciliatory close of the prophet's address, 
He has been denunciatory and terrible, like Elijah of 
old, not because he loves to give pain, but that he may 
save from ruin. And this does not in the least conflict 
with the propriety of the New Testament interpretation 
of his words, when it refers them to John the Baptist. 


Auburn Theological Seminary. 
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‘Stout Words,” and their Confutation 
By Alexander McLaren, D.D. 


HIS lesson falls into three parts, —the ‘‘ stout words ’’ 
against God which the prophet sets himself to 
confute (vs. 13-15); the prophecy of the day, which will 
show their falsehood (v. 16 to 4:3); and the closing 
exhortation and prediction (4 : 4-6). 

1. The returning exiles had not had the prosperity 
which they had hoped. So many of them, even of 
those who had served God, began to let doubts darken 
their trust, and to listen to the whispers of their own 
hearts, reinforced by the mutterings of others, and to 
ask : ‘* What is the use of religion? Does it make any 
difference to a man's condition?'’ Here had they been 
keeping God's charge, and going in black garments 
‘* before the Lord,'' in token of penitence, and no good 
had come to them, while arrogant neglect of his com- 
mandments did not seem to hinder happiness, and 
‘they that work wickedness are built up.’’ Sinful 
lives appeared to have a firm foundation, and to rise 
high and palace-like, while righteous ones were like 
huts. Goodness seemed to spell ruin. 

What was wrong in these ‘‘stout words’’? It was 
wrong to attach such worth to external acts of devotion, 
as if these were deserving of reward. It was wrong to 
suspend the duty of worship on the prosperity resulting 
from it, and to seek ‘‘profit’’ from ‘‘ keeping his 
charge.'' Such religion was shallow and selfish, and 
had the evils of the later Pharisaism in germ init It 
was wrong to yield to the doubts which the apparently 
unequal distribution of worldly prosperity stirred in their 
hearts. But the doubts themselves were almost certain 
to press on Old Testament believers, as well as on Old 
Testament scoffers, especially under the circumstances 
of Malachi's time. The fuller light of Christianity has 
eased their pressure, but not removed it, and we have 
all had to face them, both when our own hearts have 
ached with sorrow and when pondering on the perplexi- 
ties of this confused world. We look around, and, 
like the psalmist, see ‘‘the prosperity of the wicked,"’ 
and, like him, have to confess that our ‘‘ steps had well- 
nigh slipped’ at the sight. The old, old question is 
ever starting up, ‘* Doth God know?'’' The mystery of 
suffering and the mystery of its distribution, the appar- 
ent utter want of connection between righteousness and 
well-being, are still formidable difficulties in the way of 
believing in a loving, all-knowing, and all-powerful God, 
the stock arguments of the unbeliever and the perplexi- 
ties of humble faith. to have felt the force of 
the difficulty is not so much the sign of stedfast faith as 
of scant reflection. To yield to it, and, still more, to 
let it drive us to cast religion aside, is not merely folly, 
but sin. So thinks Malachi. 

2. To the stout words of the doubters are opposed the 
conversation of the godly. ‘‘ Zien they that feared the 
Lord spake one with another,’ nourishing their faith by 
believing speech with like-minded. The more the 
truths by which we believe are contradicted, the more 
should we commune with fellow-believers. Attempts te 
rob us should make us hold our treasure the faster. 
Bold avowal of the faith is especially called for when 
many potent voices deny it 
hear, God hears. 


Never 


And, whoever does not 
Faithful words may seem lost, but 
they and every faithfui act are written in his remem- 
If 
names and acts are written there, we may well be con- 


brance, and will be recompensed one day. our 
tent to accept scanty measures of earthly good, and not 
be ‘‘ envious at the foolish *’ 


Malachi's 


in their prosperity. 


answer to the doubters leaves all other 


considerations which might remove the difficulty un- 
mentioned, and fixes on the one, the prophecy of a 
future which will that it 


show is not all the same 
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whether a man is good or bad. It was said of an Eng- 
tish statesman that he called a new world into existence 
to redress the balance~-of the old, and that is what the 
prophet does. Christianity has taught us many other 
ways of meeting the doubters’ difficulty, but the sheet 
anchor of faith in that storm is the unconquerable assur- 
ance that a day comes when the righteousness of Provi- 
dence will be vindicated, and the eternal difference 
between good and evil manifested in the fates of men. 
The prophet is declaring what will be a fact one day, 
but he does not know when. Probably he never asked 
himself whether ‘‘ the day of the Lord’’ was near or far 
off, to dawn on earth or to lie beyond mortal life. But 
this he knew,—that God was righteous, and that some 
time and somewhere character w suld settle destiny, and 
even outwardly it would be good to be good. He first 
declares this conviction in general terms, and then 
passes on to a magnificent and terrible picture of that 
great day. } 

The promise, which lay at the foundation of Israel's 
national existence, included the recognition of it as ‘‘a 
peculiar treasure unto me above all people,'’ and Mala- 
chi looks forward to that day as the epoch when God 
will show by his acts how precious the righteous are in 
his sight. Not the whole Israel, but the righteous 
among them, are the heirs of the old promise. It is an 
anticipation of the teaching that ‘‘ they are not all Israel, 
which are of Israel."’ And it bids us look for the fulfil- 
ment of every promise of God's to that great day of the 
Lord which lies still before us all, when the gulf ‘ be- 
tween the righteous and the wicked shall be solemnly 
visible, wide, and’profound.’’ There have been many 
**days which I make"’ in the world's history, and in a 
measure each of them has re-established the appar- 
ently tottering truth that there is a God who judgeth in 
the earth, but the day of days is yet to come. 

No grander vision of judgment exists than Malachi’ s 
picture of ‘‘ the day,’’ lurid, on the one hand, with the 
fierce flame, before which the wicked are as stubble that 
crackles for a moment and then is gray ashes, or as a 
tree in a forest fire, which stands for a little while, a pil- 
lar of flame, and then falls with a crash, shaking the 
woods, and, on the other hand, radiant with the early 
beams. of healing sunshine, in whose sweet morning 
light the cattle, let out from their pent-up stalls, gambol 
in glee. But Ict us not forget that this is God's oracle 
while we admire the noble poetry of its form, nor that 
we have each to settle for ourselves whether that day 
shall be for us a furnace to destroy or a sun to cheer and 
enlighten. 

We can only note in a sentence the recurrence in verse I 
of the phrases ‘‘the proud"’ and they ‘‘ that work wick- 
edness,"’ from verse 15 of chapter 3. The end of those 
whom the world called happy, and who seemed stable 
and elevated, is to be as stubble before the fire. We 
must also point out that ‘‘the sun of righteousness "’ 
means the sun which is righteousness, and is not a desig- 
nation of the Messiah. Nor can we dwell on the picture 
of the righteous treading down the wicked, which seems 
to prolong the previous metaphor of the leaping young 
cattle. Then shall ‘‘the upright have dominion over 
‘them in the morning."’ 

3. The final exhortation and promise point backwards 
and forwards, summing up duty in obedience to the 
law, and fixing hope on a future reappearance of the 
leader of the prophets. Moses and Elijah are the two 
giant figures which dominate the history of Israel. Law 
and prophecy are the two forms in which God spoke to 
the fathers. The former is of perpetual obligation, the 
latter will flash up again in power on the threshold of 
the day. Jesus has interpreted this closing word for us, 
John came ‘‘in the spirit and power of Elijah,’’ and the 
purpose of his coming was to ‘‘turn the heart of the 
fathers to the children * (Luke 1 : 16, 17); that is, to 
bring back the devout dispositions of the patriarchs to 
the existing generation, and so to bring the ‘' heart of 
the children to their fathers,’’ as united with them in de- 
vout obedience. If Joun's mission had succeeded, the 
*«curse’’ which smote Israel would have been stayed. 
God has done all that he can do to keep us from being 
consumed by the fire of that day. The incarnation, 
life, and death of Jesus Christ made a day of the Lord 
which has the twofold character of that in Malachi's 
vision, for he is a ‘‘ savor of life unto life’’ or ** of death 
unto death,’’ and must be one or other to us. But an- 
other day of the Lord is still to come, and for each of us 
it will come burning as a furnace or bright as sun- 
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rise. Then the universe shall ‘*discern between the 
righteous and the wicked, between him that serveth God 
and him that serveth him not.’’ 


Fallowfield, Manchester, England. 
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The Senior Bible Class 


By Professor Frank K. Sanders, Ph.D. 


Editor’s Note.—A leaflet giving ample directions for the wise 
conduct of a senior Bible class, and a list of books which will 
be useful to such a class following the present lessons, will be 
sent free by the Editor of The Sunday School Times, to any one, 
upon request. Each week's issue of The Sunday School Times 
will be needed by every member of a class that is following the 
course. Free specimen copies of any issue will be sent, on 
application, to any one who desires to introduce this course. 
Any book mentioned in the list or during the course of the studies 
may be purchased from The Sunday School Times. 


Malachi 2 : 10 to 3:5; 3:13 to4: 6. 


I, THE GENERAL PREPARATION. 
[For each member of the Bible class.] 

The portions of the prophecy of Malachi included 
under this lesson contain the prophet’s rebuke of the 
people for their lack of loyalty to Jehovah, their God, 
and of ‘‘ those that fear the Lord,’’ because they permit 
themselves to become discouraged and devoid of enthu- 
siasm in his service. The moment they see a wicked 
man living at ease and in apparent disregard of God's 
laws, they begin to think that Jehovah is now a sup- 
porter of injustice and fraud, and that it is not worth 
while to take pains to be upright. ‘‘ Nonsense,'’ says 
the prophet, ‘‘you are shortsighted. Give Jehovah 
time, have unshaken confidence in him, and you will 
see that he is not forgetful nor indifferent, but one who 
will punish the wicked and reward the righteous. Before 
his awful day of judgment comes, however, he will make 
an earnest effort to induce all Israel to repent."’ 

The prophecy of Malachi is impressive, not because 
it is the ‘* last prophetic utterance,’’ for biblical scholars 
in the main agree that Joel and Jonah, and probably 
portions of the Book of Zechariah, are messages of later 
date, but because it expresses so clearly, even to an age 
in which ritual was the distinctive expression of religious 
feeling, the highest prophetic ideals. No one can ap- 
preciate the prophecy who does not repeatedly read it at 
a sitting. 

The outline of the argument of this lesson is as fol- 
lows : Judah's professed loyalty to Jehovah is negatived 
by the dishonesty and the divorces and the mixed mar- 
riages of the people (Mal. 2 : 10-16). Jehovah's judg- 
ment is sure against irreverence and wickedness of every 
sort (2: 17 to 3:5); he will ultimately deal justly with 
evil and good alike (3 : 13 to 4: 3), but first he will send 
a preacher of repentance (4: 4-6). The passage 2: 
10-16 is curious, and not improbably contains an inter- 
polation (vs. 11-13). See Smith, ‘‘ Twelve’’ (II, 340). 


Il. 


(These references are collated for the benefit of those who are able to 
secure and use one or two good reference books. The success of the 
work is not dependent on the purchase of any books whatever; they 
are to be regarded as an aid highly recommended to those who are able 
to consult them.) 


As suggested in connection with last week’s lesson, 
the ‘‘ Messages of the Later Prophets'’ (237-252) gives 
a careful paraphrase and organized outline of the Book 
of Malachi. Either George Adam Smith's ‘‘ Book of 
the Twelve'’ (II, 331-372) or Farrar's ‘‘ Minor Proph- 
ets'’ are helpful to the student, preferably the former. 


REFERENCE LITERATURE. 


ill. QuEsTIONS FoR Stupy AND Discussion. 


[To be allotted in advance, by the leader, for careful consideration, to 
members of the class. The references in the brackets are <o other lesson 
helps in this issue of The Sunday School Times.] 


1. Jehovah ana his People. (i.) What three profa- 
nations are referred to in 2: 10-16? Were they of equal 
importance ? {Lesson Surroundings: 9 1.] (2.) What 
reason is given for the prohibition of marziages with 
foreigners ? 

2. Israel versus the Outside World. (3.) This prac- 
tice of shutting the Israelitish nation off by itself, —was 
it justifiable at the time? (4.) Is it to be regarded as a 
necessary yet regrettable expedient, or as an excellent 
and universal working principle ? 

3. ‘'Wearying the Lord.’ (5.) What justified Je- 
hovah in expressing his impatience ? 

4. Jehovah's Work of Judgment. (6.) What does 
the prophet affirm regarding the acts which call for 
judgment. (7.) How does he describe the judgment 
itself? [Critical Notes: v. 17. McLaren: 2, | 4 
Wright : $1.} (8.) What is to be the ultimate purpose 
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of the judgment,—to consume, as in 4 :1, or to purify, 
as in 3:3? _ Are these purposes inconsistent ? 

5. His ‘Book of Remembrance."’ (g9.) What inspir- 
ing thoughts for faithful strugglers after righteousness 
are conveyed in the figures of the passage 3:13 to 4:3? 
[Geikie : [J] 3, 4. Warren: 4. Hoyt: ¥ 3.] 

6. Elijah the Prophet. (10.) What was to be his 
mission ? Was John the Baptist a true fulfiller of this 
promise ? [Geikie : last J. Critical Notes : vs. 5, 6.] 
IV. Some LEADING THOUGHTS. 

[For general discussion under the direction of the leader.] 

How often, as the prophet suggests, professed followers 
of the Lord grieve him by their doleful and thoughtless 
complaints! The most dangerous enemies of Chris- 
tianity are its half-hearted friends. 

The prophets believed that there is such a thing as a 
moral law, which God will enforce. Stubborn wicked- 
ness compels destruction. 

They also preached that God remembers, appropri- 
ates, and rewards real righteousness, The Aow is un- 
important. 

Yale University. 


x % 


Teaching Hints 


By A. F. Schauffler, D.D. 
God's Book-keeping 
N the olden times, the slaves used to sing : 
** My Lord sees all you do, 


My Lord hears all you say, 
And my Lord keeps a-writing all the time.’’ 


This is scriptural doctrine poetically put. The Bible 
has a good deal to say about ‘‘ the books.’’ The first 
reference to any divine book is by Moses, who prays 
that, under certain conditions, God may blot him out of 
his book (Exod. 32 : 32). In Psalm 56 : 8, we read of 
a book in which our sorrows are recorded. Psalm 
139 : 16 also speaks of a book in which that is recorded 
that is of personal interest to us. Our lesson to-day 
speaks of God's book of remembrance, in which the 
names of certain people are written. « Paul, writing to 
the Philippians, says (Phil. 4: 3) that certain of the 
believers there have their names written in the Book of 
Life. And in the Revelation we have no less than séven 
references to God's book of life, while in Revelation 
20 : 12 we read of certain books in which are written the 
deeds of all men. From this last passage, in conjunc- 
tion with the others, we learn that God has the record of 
all that men do or say, and that they will be judged ac- 
cording to that record in the great day. But we also 
learn that, if any man's name is found in the ‘‘ Book 
of Life,’’ he will be received by God, and will have a 
right to life eternal. If his name is not found there, he 
will be shut out of the blessed city of God. 

From this we may infer without fail that our names 
are written in God’s books somewhere. All thatwe have 
said or done is recorded. We may have forgotten it, 
but there it stands written, and one day we shall have 
to face that record. And not only are our words and 
deeds recorded, but our very thoughts ; for God says, 
‘‘T know the things that come into your mind’’ (Ezek. 
11.: 5). This is a most solemn truth, and one that is 
well calculated to make us think very seriously. What 
has your record been all these years? Is it one that is 
blameless? Or is it of such a nature that you would 
not care to have it made public? Would you be 
ashamed to have your most intimate friend see it? But 
it will be made public on ‘‘ that day.’’ Be sure, then, 
that your name will most certainly be in at least one of 
God's books. 

But will your name also be found in the Book of Life ? 
That is the most important question that you can possi- 
bly ask. Malachi speaks of certain persons in his day 
whose names were to be found there. Who were these ? 
They were those who feared the Lord with a godly fear, 
and who loved him. These, God said, should be his, 
and he would spare them in the last day. Of these, too, 
the Apostle John speaks in the Revelation. Paul also 
speaks of some of these in the letter to the Philippians. I 
have often thought of the joy of Clement when he heard 
that an inspired apostle said that his name was in the Book 
ot Life. Would you not be glad if Paul had mentioned 
your name as one that was there? Well, if you truly 
desire it, it may be written there by the Lord himself. 
How may you be sure of this? By accepting the Lord 
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as your personal Saviour, and loving-him with all your 
heart. All such will not be condemned in that last 
great day, for they will be his in the day when he makes 
up his jewels, and he will spare them as a father spareth 
his own son. Now ask yourself the question whether 
you are sure that your name is really in that book, for, 
if it is not, there is nothing in the world so important 
for you as So to act that it may be written there this very 
day. 
New York City. 
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Hints for the Intermediate Teacher 
By Faith Latimer 


NOTHER lesson from the last of the prophets. 
What was his name? Who were the leaders of 
Israel in Jerusalem in the time when Malachi prophe- 
sied ? With what assurance does the Book of Malachi 
begin ? What were some of the sins for which Malachi 
reproved the priests and the people? When the people, 
who had all been taught of God and of their duty, 
brought unworthy offerings, and withheld their service 
from the temple and from God, what did Malachi say of 
the name of the Lord among the heathen? Malachi in 
many ways told the people of Israel of their sins. He 
reasoned with them ; he reminded them of days of old 
when the offerings of Judah and of Jerusalem were 
pleasant unto the Lord. Then he openly charged them 
with their wrongs to the poor, the widow, and the father- 
less. Malachi tried every argument to convince and to 
persuade, with promises that, if they would return to the 
Lord, he would return to them. Finally, he gave pic- 
tures of the wicked, what they said in that day, and told 
of the future, closing with threatening of what should 
come upon the godless and the disobedient. ° © 
Words against the Lord.—Have you ever seen a child 
when he was reproved or charged-with some wrong- 
doing, who would say defiantly, ‘‘ What have I done? 
What are you blaming me for, I'd like to know?"’ So 
it was in the ages gone by. The wicked were dis- 
satisfied, and complained of what the Lord expected of 
them. In verse 13 what did Malachi say they had 
spoken? What kind of words were stout words againgt 
the Lord? Bold, wicked complaints against his laws, 
and his dealings with them as a nation. So the wicked 
have spoken in all ages. Long before that time the 
Psalmist asked, ‘* How long shall the wicked triumph ?"’ 
They said, ‘‘ The Lord shall not see, neither shall the 
God of Jacob consider.'’ Hannah, in her song, said 
of the wicked, ‘‘ Talk no more so exceeding proudly. 
Let not arrogancy come out of your mouth."’ Jude, in 
his epistle of one chapter, tells of the Lord's coming ‘‘ to 
convict. . of all the hard things which ungodly sinners 
have spoken against him."’ In the Tenth Psalm, verses 
3 to 11, you will find a portrait of the wicked and the 
proud who are always ready to speak ‘‘ stout words'’ 
against the Lord, of which he says they ‘‘ wearied"’ 
him. What did they ask when they were blamed for 
stout words against God? Are there any now who, if 
they are urged to be Christians, and try to live as Jesus 
would have them do, are ready to say, ‘‘ What's the 
use?'’ As in the time of the Psalmist, the wicked yet 
seem to flourish and have fewer trials than some of the 
good people, and they say the proud are happy and the 
wicked built up. What profit is it to live a Christian 
life? What question did Jesus ask about What shall a 


. man be profited ? 


Acceptable Words. —Among the many who disregarded 
the Lord were others who feared and loved him. They 
spoke to him in prayer, and of him to each other. The 
desire of their hearts was like David's prayer, ‘‘ Let the 
words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be 
acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my rock, and my re- 
deemer.'’ Does the Lord know, when you talk to your 
friends, of what you love and are interested in? How 
are you sure that he listened and heard the words spoken 
in Jerusalem ? Does he know every word of Christ-like 
sympathy, every exchange of loving fellowship for him ? 
How do we know that he regards even unspoken thoughts 
of him? Is anything ever forgotten? Even our memo- 
ries will some time give back to us what we have seemed 
to forget, like a worn record suddenly brought to light, 
so heart. and conscience will be made to live again in 
remembrance of the past. If-ouir minds are immortal, 
how is the all-knowing, all-seeing One? To teach us to 
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understand this, words are adapted to our views and 
habits. Lest we forget, records are often kept of present 
sayings and doings, records of state, events of war or of 
peace, victory or defeat, are all preserved for future ref- 
erence. History is thus made of such records, and pre- 
served from age to age, So we are taught by reading of 
‘¢a book of remembrance,'’ as if angel pens were em- 
ployed in writing before the ever-watchful eye all we do 
and say. 

Rewards.—Of those who serve him it is written, 
‘* They shall be mine,'’ claimed by the Lord for his own 
peculiar treasure, to be guarded and kept as a king 
would keep his costly jewels, the glory of his crown. 
He will spare them from evil as a devoted father would 
spare a son-who had been to him true and faithful. The 
wicked had felt that it was vain to serve God, that they 
could prosper without him, but a day of reckoning and 
judgment waits when it shall be made plain to see the 
different sentence upon the righteous and the wicked. 
In the First Psalm you may find a picture of the righteous 
and of the wicked, who are said to be like chaff which 


is worthless; like the empty husks called stubble among ° 


the good stalks of wheat to be garnered, while the stub- 
ble is fit only to be burned. For the righteous is the 
shining of the Sun of Righteousness, one of the names 
often given to Christ. As the sun is the source of all 
life and light and heat, so the shining of his love and 
grace in the heart shall insure blessedness and salvation. 
Remember.—What are we to remember to insure a 
part among the blessed? The prophet Malachi began 
with love ; his last word is ‘‘curse,"’ a threat for those 
who do not seek to be among the blessed ones whom 
the Lord loves and calls his own, 
Lonisville, Ky. 
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Hints for the Primary Teacher 
By Annie S. Harlow 


‘ernie TRUTH, —We reap what we sow. 

Note: This truth has been taught before, this 
quarter, but it cannot be too often brought to the atten- 
tion of the class. 

Have a small basket of fruit and vegetables. 

Introduction.—How many of you noticed what was 
growing this summer in the vacant lot near the church 
on street? Who planted and tended those weeds ? 
How many of you had a little garden where you planted 
flowers. last summer ? 
the flowers ? 





Did any weeds come up among 
Did you plant them? No wise person 
ever purposely plants them, but they grow and flourish 
in every neglected field. And in much the same way 
we find sin and sinful habits growing in every life that is 
not carefully watched. 

Do you think this smooth, fine-looking potato grew of 
itself, without care? No. The man who grew this 
must have planted potatoes, and must have tended them 
while they were growing too. 
sweet potato. 


Here is an inviting 
What did the man plant to get this? 
What did he plant to get this ear of corn ? and this head 
of wheat ? You are not acquainted with the farmer who 
planted the seeds, nor did you see him caring for them 
all the summer, but you know what he planted, because 
you know that ‘‘ whatsoever a man soweth that shall he 
also reap.'’ This is true, not alone for the farmer, 
but it is true for every one of us,—we reap in our lives 
what we sow. 

This line stands for a wise man who knows so much 
What 
kind of lessons must he have sown when he was in 
school ? 


that it seems to us he knows almost everything. 


This line stands for a man who had no more money, 
when a boy, than most of you have, but now he is rich, 
having earned his own money. Do you suppose, when 
a boy, he spent his pennies for gum and candy, etc., as 
fast as he earned them? Boys who do that are sowing 
habits that bring poverty and trouble in manhood. Do 
you think that he did as little work as he could and get 
along ? Boys who do that are the ones who are dropped 
when the busy season is over. That is one of the fruits 
This boy did his best all the time, 


and was careful how he spent his money. 


of careless sowing. 
He sowed 
seeds of industry and prudence, and, when reaping-time 
came, he had money for a home and for comforts, and 
to help make the world better. 
things about him. 


That is not all the good 
Everybody trusts his words and re- 
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spects his character because he sowed seeds of truth 
and honesty. ‘: Whatsoever a man soweth,’’ etc. 

This crooked line stands for a very different kind of a 
man. He has been arrested for stealing. Shall I tell 
you when he sowed the seeds of dishonesty? It was 
when he was a little boy, and cheated in the games of 
ball and marbles, etc. Great, tall poison weeds grow 
from tiny seeds, and very great wickedness from little 
seeds of sin. Did you ever watch a little lie, and see 
(Illustrate. ) 

This crooked line is a man who cannot stand straight, 
although once he was as straight and manly-looking as 
any of you. But he sowed the bad seed of ‘‘just one 
and it grew and bound him as you have seen 
wild vines growing about a tree till they have killed the 
tree. So this sin has killed all that was best in this man, 
‘«Whatsoever a man soweth,"’ etc. 


how fast it grew ? 


glass, ’ 


The prophet who in our last week's lesson told the 
Jews that, if they were holding back the gifts that be- 
longed to God's house, they were robbing God, tells 
them and us in to-day's lesson that there is a harvesting 
time coming, when God will gather into his house alt 
those whose lives show the fruits of right sowing (or liv- 
ing), but all others shall be left outside,—just as men 
gather the good fruits into their storehouses, but burn up 
the weeds and briers. ; 

Malachi tells us that the names of all those who bove 
Jesus and try to please him will be written in God's book 
of remembrance, as we found that Mordecai’s name 
and brave deeds were written in the books of King 
Ahasuerus, 

God says that all those who love him shall be his spe- 
cial treasures, and he will guard and keep them, as a 
father guards and keeps the son who obeys him. God 
grant that all our names inay be written in his book of 
remembrance. 

Let us bow our heads and ask God, for Christ's sake, 
to take from our hearts all the weeds of sin, and to plant 
there the love of Christ and of those things that please 
him. 

Philadelphia. 
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A Supplemental Question Course 
In and Out of the Lesson 
By John B. Smith 
OW many books are called Minor Prophets? (22.) 
Name the first of them (Hosea). The last of them 


(Malachi). Name the first three ; 
name the last five. 


name the next four ; 


2. What words are made up of the first two letters of 
each name? (Ho-Jo-Am, Ob-Jo-Mi-Na, Ha-Ze—Ha- 
Ze—Ma). 

3. Name the first man (Adam). 
fect man (Jesus Christ). In round numbers, how many 
years did the world use to call it from Adam to Christ ? 
(4,000,) What do the letters B.C. stand for? (Before 
Christ.) The letters A.D.? (Anno Domini, or In the 
year of our Lord.) 

4. Reckoning in the old way, and by the figures the 
printers have put in our Bibles, who lived four thousand 
years before Christ? (Adam.) 
line on board thus : 


Say them again. 


Name the only per- 


Superintendent draw a 


Adam Christ 





If we cut that line in the middle, into the life of what 
great man do we come? (Abraham.) 
Abraham was how long? (2,000.) From Abraham to 
Christ? (2,000.) If we cut the line half-way between 
Adam and Abraham, into whose life do we come? 
(Enoch.) Half-way from Abraham to Christ, who and 
what ? (Solomon and the first temple.) 

5- Half-way from Solomon to Christ, who and what? 
(Zerubbabel and the second temple.) Half-way from 
Abraham to Solomon, who and what? (Moses and the 
Exodus. ) 


From Adam to 


The board will then show : 


Abraham Z. and 


Exodus Solomon 2d temple 


Adam i] j Christ 





6. From Abraham to Christ, how long? (2,000) 
Abraham to Solomon ? (1,000.) Solomon to Christ? 
(1,000. ) 

7. How long from Abraham to Exodus? Exodus to 
Solomon? Solomon to Zerubbabel? Zerubbabel to 
Christ? Title of the lesson to-day? Golden Text ? 


Berlin, Conn. 






















































































The Superintendent’s Review 


By the Rev. E. Morris Fergusson 





ELIGION 
EMEMBRANCE 
ECOMPENSE 
EDEMPTION 


THERE 


IS 


Did you ever fall to thinking about the world, and the 
church, and your parents and teachers, and your friends, 
and yourself, and wondering how much of life is real ? 
««What difference does it make what we do? we shall 
wake up, some day, and find that all these things are a 
dream !'’ Did you ever have such thoughts as those ? 
Did you ever have doubts? They generally came after 
you had been forgetting your duty for a few days, —didn’' t 
they? Well, here is a messenger from God, and he has 
a special message for you. 

God wants you to know that, although this is a queer 
and uncertain old world, there are some things in it solid 
and sure that you may safely believe in. Jesus sympa- 
thized with doubting people, but not when they turned 
away from what is true. And here are four true things. 

1. There is religion. ‘There are some who fear the 
Lord, and think upon his name. You can generally 
find them at prayer-meeting, speaking one with an- 
other ; sometimes out in the world, bearing one anoth- 
ers burdens. But they are there, and the Lord knows 
them. They generally know each other, too ; and some 
day the world will see the difference between them and 
everybody else. 

2. There is remembrance. What you did last year is 
not forgotten ; God has it all down in his book. The 
names of all these people are down there too. 

3. There is recompense. Everything in this world 
has its compensation ; God sees that justice is done. 
Riches have wings ; pride goeth before a fall; those 
that fear the Lord ‘‘ have nothing else to fear."’ And 
the day of the Lord is coming. 

*« The world is very evil ; 
The times are waxing late ; 
Be sober, and keep vigil ; 
The Judge is at the gate, — 
The Judge that comes in mercy, 
The Judge that comes with might, 
To terminate the evil, 
To diadem the right.’’ 


4. There is redemption. Elijah is coming to prepare 
the way, and the Lord follows to bring the glad news of 
forgiveness and peace. Jesus is here, and calls us to 
come to him, forsaking our sin, and following in his 
steps. We shall never need to doubt if we rest in him. 

Trenton, N. J. 
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Suggested Hymns and Psalms 
(References in parentheses are to *‘ Bible Songs "') 
"Simply trusting every day,"' 
** Be earnest, my brothers."’ 
** Stand up, stand up fos Jesus." 
** My soul, be on thy guard."’ 
* Jesus, Saviour, pilot me."’ 
“In this sinful world I'm walking."’ 
**} must have the Saviour with me." 


Psalm 96 : 8-13. 
(132: 7-10.) 

Psalm 66 : 16-20. 
(86 : 6, 7.) 
Psa. 103 : 8-13, 17, 18. 
(149 : 7-11, 14, 15.) 
Psa. 147 : I-5, 19, 20. 
(221: 1, 2, 6.) 
Psalm 119 : 169-176. 


** Tesus, my strength, my hope | "’ (177 : 127-132.) 
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Question Hints 
By Amos R. Wells 


EVIEW.—Where does Malachi stand in the order of 

Old Testament prophets? He rebuked the Jews 

for leaving what undone? What did he promise the 
nation if they would worship God truly ? 

1. THe COMPLAINT (Mal. 3 : 13-15).—What, in their 
circumstances, would lead the Jews of Malachi's time to 
complain of God? What kind of ** profit’’ (v. 14) did 
they expect from their religion ? What sort of ‘‘ mourn- 
ful walking *’ did they think God wanted? Now what 
seemed to prove that God did not care for their reli- 
gious observances? Why could he not care for them ? 

2. THe Reply (3 ; 16-18).—Why were ‘they that 
feared the Lord'’ the ones that trusted in him? What 
do Christians gain from speaking ‘often one to an- 
other’’? What about God’s character is signified by 
this teaching that he has ‘‘a book of remembrance"’ ? 
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What advantages come from thinking much upon God's 
“mame,’’ his character? When will compensation 
come to the righteous, even if he has sorrows in this 
world? How are the righteous to be compared to jew- 
els? How is this a reply to the complaint of the first 
part of the lesson ? 

3. THe ReEwarps (4 : 1-6).—To what ‘‘day’’ (v. 1) 
does Malachi refer? Why is the fate of the wicked 
spoken of asa burning? How is Christ like a sun? 
What are the ‘‘wings’’ of the sun? Why is it espe- 
cially the stall-fed calves that are spoken of as gam- 
boling ? (Rev. Ver.) In what ways, at that time, will 
the righteous *‘ tread down the wicked’’? What has 
the remembrance of God’s law to do with that final day ? 
Who was the Elijah that heralded the ‘‘day of the 
Lord’’? (Matt. 11 : 14; Mark 9 : 11.) How does 
Christianity ‘‘ turn the heart’’ of fathers to children and 
of children to fathers? Why is it significant that the 
last word of the Old Testament should be ‘‘curse’’ ? 

Boston. 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By the late Dr. William Wright 


‘* [T BuRNETH AS A FuRNACE.''—The Arabic word 

for ‘‘ oven’’— sannur—was the name applied 
to a crinoline, when that conical garment was worn 
by Syrian women, The common oven in Bible lands 
is a hole in the ground the shape of an inverted crino- 
line. The sides are plastered with clay, and rubbed 
with a smooth stone until they are polished. When 
bread is to be baked, a fire is kindled in the tannur, 
and dried grass and withered shrubs and stubble 
are thrown upon the fire, which is kept blazing in a red 
column of flame till the sides of the oven are heated 
sufficiently to bake the pancake-like loaves, which are 
stuck against the sides. Such oven fires were the fiercest 
and most consuming known to the people to whom 
Malachi addressed these words, 

‘‘ THe SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS ARISE WITH HEALING 
IN HIS WINGS.'’—-Mr. Maunder of the Royal Observa- 
tory, Greenwich, has drawn my attention to the fact that 
this remarkable expression anticipates one of the discov- 
eries of modern science. In a total eclipse of the sun, 
the dark body of the moon shuts out from the earth 
direct sunlight. Then, literally, the sun is ‘‘ turned into 
darkness'’ (Joel 2:10 ; Mark 13:24; Rev. 6:12). When 
the darkness is deepest, a remarkable fringe of glittering 
rays encircles the sun’s disk. This, which is called the 
corona, is said to be ‘‘ the most impressive object which 
the heavens ever present to the sight of man."’ Thou- 
sands of photographs have been taken of the corona, and 
many of them show four horizontal rays on each side of 
the sun. These have the appearance of wings. The 
Oriental, with his constant observation of the heavenly 
bodies, saw this wonderful sight in his bright and balmy 
atmosphere, and we see it reproduced in the winged 
discs of Babylon and Egypt. These symbols of the sun- 
god took their origin from the observation of natural 
phenomena, and the Hebrew people were perfectly ac- 
quainted with them, and the prophet employs this won- 
derful astronomical fact to symbolize the overshadowing 
and gracious protection of Almighty God. 

London, England. 
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Lesson Plan 
Topic: Personal Reaping from Personal Sowing 
Analysis 


I. SOWING AND REAPING EVIL (vs. 14-15, 1). 

1. The Sewing of Evil: 

Your words have been stout against me (13). 
Ye have wearied the Lord with your words (Mal. 2 : 17). 
Their mouth speaketh great swelling words (Jude 16). 

Yet ye say, Wherein have we spoken against thee ? (13.) 
Yet ye say, Wherein hast thou loved us ? (Mal. 1: 2.) 
Yet ye say, Wherein have we wearied him? (Mal. 2: 17.) 

Ye have said, /t is vain to serve God (14). 


Who is the Lord, that I should hearken ? (Exod 


2.) 
What is the Almighty, that we should serve him ? 


{job at: 15.) 
And now we call the proud happy (15). 

The proud one shall stumble and fall (Jer. so: 32). 

The scripture saith, God resisteth the proud (Jas. 4 : 6). 

2. The Reaping of Evil: 
The day cometh, st burneth as a furnace (1). 

Who may abide the day of his coming ? (Mal. 3: 2.) 

The chaff he will burn up with unquenchable fire (Matt. 3 : 22). 
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It shall leave them neither root nor branch (1). 
Yet a little while, and the wicked shall not be (Psa. 37 : 10). 


. All the wicked will he destroy (Psa. 145 : 20). 


Il, SOWING AND REAPING GOOD (vs. 16-18, 2, 3). 
1. The Sewing of Good: 
They... feared the Lord (16). 
Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom (Job 28 : 28). 
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom (Prov. g : 10). 
They... spake one with another (16). 
These words, ... thou shalt. . . talk of them (Deut. 6: 6, 7). 
Speaking one to another in psalms and bymns (Eph. 5 : 19). 
~ They... thought upon his name (16). 
We have thought on thy loving kindness, O God (Psa. 48 : 9). 
Bringing every thought into captivity to. .. Christ (2 Cor. 10: 5). 
2. The Reaping of Good: 
The Lord hearkened, and heard (16). 
He inclined unto me, and heard (Psa. 40: 1). 
I knew that thou hearest me always {John 11 ; 42). 
A book of remembrance was written... for them (16). 
Thy book which thou hast written (Exod. 32: 32). 
Judged out of the things... written in the books (Rev. 20 : 12). 
They shall be mine, saith the Lord (17). 
Ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me (Exod. 19: 5). 
A people for God's own possession (1 Pet. 2 : 9). 
1 will spare them (17). 
As a father pitieth his children, so the Lord (Psa. 103 : 13). 
Spare thy people, O Lord (Joel 2: 17). 
Then shall ye. . 
wicked (18). 


1 know that it shall be well with them that fear God (Eccl. 8 : 12). 
Into eternal punishment :.. . into eternal life (Matt. 25 : 46). 


. discern between the righteous and the 


Unto you. . 
The daysprin 
Arise, . 


- shall the sun of righteousness arise (2). 
from on high shall visit us (Luke 1 : 78). 
. . and Christ shall shine upon thee (Eph. 5 : 14). 
Ye shall go forth, and gamébol as calves (2). 
Then shall the lame man leap as an hart (Isa. 35 : 6). 
Rejoice in that day, and leap for joy (Luke 6 : 23). 
Ye shall tread down the wicked (3). 


I did stamp them as the mire of the streets (2 Sam. 22 : 43). 
As mighty men, treading down their enemies (Zech. 10 : 5). 


III. SOWERS AND REAPERS COUNSELED (vs. 4-6). 
1. Remember the Law: 
Remember ye the law of Moses my servant (4). 


Take heed*to thyself, . . . lest thou forget (Deut, 4 : 9). 
We ought to give the more earnest heed (Heb. 2: 1). 


2. Welcome God’s Prophet : 

Behold, 1 will send you Elijah the prophet (5). 
Behold, I send my messenger (Mal. 3: 1). 
This is Elijah, which is to come (Matt. 11 : 14). 
3- Expect Great Results : 

He shall turn the heart (6). 


Except ye turn, .. . ye shall in no wise enter (Matt. 18 : 3). 
He shall go before his face. . . to tarn the hearts-( Luke 1 : 17). 


TOPIC FOR THE QUARTER: Varied Experiences under Jeho- 
vah’s Administration. 

GOLDEN TEXT FOR THE QUARTER: Bless the Lord, O my 
soul, and forget not all his benefits.—Psa. 103: 2. 


« 


International Home Readings 
MON.—Mal. 3:13 to 4: 6. 
doing. 
TUES.—Psa. 73: 1-20. The mystery explained. 
WED.—Job 22; 12-27. Folly of rejecting God. 
THURS.—2 Tim, 2: 19-26. God knows his own. 
Fri.—Eccl. 8: 1-13. Certainty of judgment. 
Sat.—Deut. 4 : 5-13. Remember ! 
SuN.—Gal. 6: 1-10, Sowing and reaping. 


(These Home Readings are the selections of the International Bible 
Reading Association.) 


Fruits of right and wrong 
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Books and Writers 


Old Friends in Holiday Dress 


HERE is something, after all, in this great sophis- 
ticated public of ours, that is essentially childlike 
and naive. It evinces, at times, the same natural gravi- 
tation toward the truth that one sees in the child who, 
amidst a bewilderment of nursery novelties, hugs to its 
breast its old rag-doll image of constancy, or asks to be 
told ‘‘ the same story over again’’ that has once won its 
heart. The same story over again, with external em- 
bellishment and internal revision, forms a considerable 
feature in this season’s contribution to the general recre- 
ation, and amid the bewildering display of new publica- 
tions one finds a very respectabie proportion of old 
friends in holiday dress. 

Such, indeed, is the first volume of the Haworth 
Edition of the Life and Works of the Sisters Bronté, 
Charlotte Bronté’s notable nevel, jane Lyre (Harper & 
Brothers. $1.75). A scholarly and discriminating fore- 
word by Mrs. Humphry Ward introduces the narrative 
in its present form, which js further enhanced by excel- 
lent photographic reproductions of views of the places 














December 2, 1899 


described. It is a pity that im so superior ar edition 
there should be even the moderate number of typo- 
graphical errors that mar these otherwise capital pages. 
‘Fhe story itself still has its old-time power to possess 
the mind and to cast its spell over the nnagination. 

A romance of another sort is Nathaniel Hawthorne's 
Marble Faun (Houghton, Mifflin, & Co. 2 vols. $3), 
whose hold upon the public's regard is quite as strong 
and. tenacious as that of its earlier and transatlantic 
neighbor. Too much could hardly be said in praise of 
this vivid and vigorous masterpiece, the effect of which 
almost half a century of time has failed to impair. Scat- 
tered throughout the two attractive. little volumes under 
notice are numerous and accurate photographic copies 
of the classic subjects and historic places that figure so 
conspicuously in the romance. These will serve in no 
small measure to increase one’s pleasure in rereading 
the pages they supplement. 

It is a pleasure indeed to read and handle the Posthu- 
mous Papers of the Pickwick Club of Charles Dickens, 
in the latter's latest presentment in the New Century 
Library of Standard Literature (Thomas Nelson & Sons. 
$1). This characteristic work maintains its own ascen- 
dancy and appeals to its own audience, which is by no 
means a restricted or unenthusiastic one. The remark- 
able features of the New Century Library are that the 
volumes are pocket size, printed in large type, on Royal 
India paper, —called the ‘‘ thinnest paper in the world,”’ 
yet opaque and very strong,—and are so constructed as 
to combine the two desirable essentials of durability and 
delicacy. The demand for the first work of this new 
edition has caused the publishers to issue also Nichodas 
Nickleby ($1), by Dickens, and Vanity Fair ($1), by 
Thackeray, in similar form. 

The holiday presentation of F. Marion Crawford's Via 
Crucis (The Macmillan Company. $1.50) presents a 
most attractive appearance, and the edition’s being 
already in its fourteenth thousand indicates the strong 
regard in which Mr. Crawford is held by our fiction- 
reading public. 

More than the mere glow of hickory illuminates the 
pages of Charles Dudley Warner's Sacklog Studies 
(Houghton, Mifflin, & Co. $2). The genial reflection that 
pervades them is as potent now as it was something over 
twenty-five years ago, when the particular hearth whereon, 
their fire was builded was first set alight. Such “ stud- 
ies'’ as these are the least onerous in the world, and yet 
they are emphatically instructive. It is pleasant to find 
them presented in such a prepossessing guise, for one is 
always glad to gather from the spruce and well-ordered 
appearance of an old friend that his present condition is 
prosperous and his future likely to continue so. 

There is something more than spruceness in the new 
Continental Edition of Hugh Wynne, Free Quaker, by 
S. Weir Mitchell (The Century Company. $5). The 
two volumes wherein the work appears are models of 
good book-making, —artistically and substantially bound, 
admirably printed, and abounding in illustrations that 
have historical as well as pictorial value. The text itself 
offers its original inducements to enjoyment, and proves 
as spirited and vigorous upon a second reading as it did 
upon the first. 

Rambles and Studies in Greece, by J. P. Mahaffy 
(Henry T. Coates & Co. $3), is a reprint of the last 
English edition of one of the best bocks on Greece by 
the well-known Greek authority, who has himself fre- 
quently written scholarly contributions for the columns 
of The Sunday School Times. An extensive territory is 
covered in the course of these interesting Rambles and 
Studies. The volume is rich in fine illustrations that 
powerfully reinforce the text. 

Another book treating of a noteworthy, though in this 
case a less remote, region is //istoric Mansions and 
Highways around Boston, by Samuel Adams Drake 
(Little, Brown, & Co. $2.50). This new and revised 
edition offers very substantial attraction to the reader 
who appreciates a well-written chronicle and the pecu- 
liar interest that clings about the landmarks of a historic 
locality. Boston and its vicinity are abundantly pro- 
vided with memorable material, and lend themselves 
generously to such portrayal by pen and pencil as is 
provided in these four hundred pages. . 

Rip Van Winkle and the Legend of Slecjy Hollow 
(The Century Company. $1), incorporated in the fasci- 
nating litthe Thumb Nail Series, done in quaint stamped- 
leather covers, figures as one of the daintiest gift-books of 
the year. The immortal tale of the old Catskill dreamer 
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is appropriately introduced by Joseph Jefferson, wit 
hints, in his brief preface, at the alterations it was neces- 
sary to make in the simple legend before it could be 
made to serve as a dramatic production. 

The same delicate edition presents as a reissue the 
Meditations of Marcus Aurelius ($1). The present trans- 
lation, which is an entirely new one and the latest in the 
field, is by the managing editor of The Century Diction- 
ary, Benjamin E. Smith, who, in his introduction, pro- 
nounces the Meditations ‘‘one of the imperishable 
monuments of human thought.’’ 

The Poetic and Dramatic Works of Alfred Lord Ten- 
nyson, Household Edition (Houghton, Mifflin, & Co. 
$1.50), is a reissue which, its publishers explain, has 
been constructed on practically the same lines as the 
original edition, but with entirely new plates of larger 
type, and with such a revision of the illustrations as was 
possible under the improved conditions. The present 
collection is furnished with convenient indexes and a 
brief biographical sketch, and is, for a popular edition, 
astonishingly complete and inclusive, While its modest 
price puts this volume in the reach of almost every one, 
it is thoroughly well prepared as to paper, type, illustra- 
tions, and binding, and ought to command general 
approbation. 

In so ably compiling 7he Complete Poetical Works 
and Letters of John Keats (Houghton, Mifflin, & Co. $2), 
Horace E. Scudder, the editor of the Cambridge edition 
of the Poets, demonstrates the untruth of the epitaph on 
Keats's tombstone,—‘‘ Here lies one whose name was 
writ in water.'’ It is because this name is written perma- 
nently as a great name in English pocsy that it was worth 
while to gathcr into a single fine volume all his poems, 
well or little known, with annotations, followed by over 
twe hundred of the poet's letters to various intimates. 
The beginning of the volume is embellished with two 
fine portrait photogravures. 

The very wide sympathy extended to Miss Flora 
MacFlimsy, of luckless memory, has led to a republica- 
tion of the metrical history describing her dilemma, and 
entitled Nothing to Wear (Harper & Brothers. $1.75). 
Her originator, William Allen Butler, has, in this vol- 
ume, added to the selections contained in an earlier 
collection of his works various poems of recent compo- 
sition, with the understanding that in the present reissue 
they find their final and authorized edition. The vol- 
ume is published in response to many requests, and 
will undoubtedly receive a widespread welcome. 

The new publication of 7he Zent on the Beach and 
Dramatic Lyrics, illustrated, by John Greenleaf Whittier 
(Houghton, Mifflin, & Co. $1.50), most delightfully re- 
introduces the gentle art of the Quaker poet to a public 
that holds both bard and ballards in loving memory. 
The work of illustration has been admirably accom- 
plished by Charles H. and Marcia O. Woodberry, whose 
forceful brushes have done fine justice to the splendid 
opportunities provided them in the pictorial and dra- 
matic episodes portrayed so graphically by the poet's 
pen. The book as it stands is a valuable one from every 
point of view. 

No one who knows the delicate touch of James Whit- 
comb Riley’ s master hand can doutt the exquisite charm 
of his Love Lyrics (Indianapolis : The Bowen-Merill 
Company. $1.25). Gathered together and incorporated 
in one volume, they make, with their accompanying 
illustrations of photographic studies from life, a veritable 
treasure-trove. 
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Holiday Reading for Boys and Girls 


OYS and girls who have a healthy taste for historical 
biography, and who have already read ‘‘ The True 
Stories’’ of Columbus, Washington, Lincoln, Grant, 
and Franklin, by Elbridge S, Brooks, will be glad to 
know that Mr. Brooks has written another of these 
‘* true stories,’’ already in its second edition. This time 
he tells Zhe True Story of Lafayette, Called the Friend 
of America (Lothrop Publishing Company. $1.50). The 
book is fully illustrated by Victor A. Searles, and is 
printed in large, clear type, belonging to the series 
‘* Children’s Lives of Great Men."’ 

To young people whose interest in our country's 
history has been stirred by our recent military aehieve- 
ments, a new story of Revolutionary days by Frank 
Samuel Childs, 44 Unknown Patriot (Houghton, Mif- 
flin, & Co. $1.50), will appeal strongly. The scene 
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is laid on the fair Connecticut shore, where the ruthless 
Tryon wreaked his wanton devastation under the guise 
of war. Desire Hardy, a noble, devoted girl, gives her- 
self to the colonists’ cause in an inconspicuous but 
potent way. She represents a type of colonial women 
that rendered incalculable aid to the cause of the patriots. 
The plot centers about the work of the secret service, 
and abounds in thrilling incidents that carry the reader 
eagerly onward to the close. But of even more interest 
than the plot are the characters. These the author has 
drawn happily, and true to the life of the period. 

The uncertainty of fortune in the time of England’ s Wars 
of the Roses underlies the story of 7ie Herd Boy and his 
Hermit (Thomas Whittaker. $1.25), by Charlotte M. 
Yonge. The herd boy is young Harry, Lord Clifford, 
living in disguise during the ascendancy of the Yorkists, 
and the hermit who teaches and companions him during 
part of his exile from home is the weak but truly re- 
ligious king, Henry VI of Lancaster. There is a dark- 
eyed little maid of the White Rose, and a Lady Prioress 
who ‘‘ minds her hawks more than her Hours,”’ 
love story before the book is done. 
page pictures in black and white. 

Another little story of old English days is Young 
Robin Hood (London : Ernest Nister ; New York: E. P. 
Dutton & Co. 75 cents), by G. Manville Fenn, illustrated 
by Victor Venner. The small Robin in the story is a son 
of the well-known sheriff of Nottingham. He falls into 
the hands of Robin Hood and his merrie men, and 
spends a year with them in Sherwood forest. He finally 
goes home with his father, leaving his green-coated 
forester friends and sweet Maid Marian with real regret. 

Another story of college life by the author of Prince- 
ton Stories has its welcome assured. In Jesse Lynch 
Williams's Zhe Adventures of a Freshman (New York : 
Charles Scribner's Sons, $1.25), an admirable country 
fellow in his freshman year makes a good start, and be- 
comes popular, but, getting a wrong idea of what true 
popularity is, and how it is won, he patterns his walk 
and conversation after some of his attractive but fast 
associates, How his principles melt away, how he is at 


and a 
There are five full- 


. last brought up short at the end of the rope of his moral 


character, and how he regains his lost ideals before they 
are quite beyond recall, makes a story of interest and 
worth. The style is striking in its simple directness, 
and every page breathes the healthful spontaneity of 
campus and dormitory. Mr. Williams has caught the 
charm of college life, and gives it, between covers, alike 
to those who have never known it and those to whom it 
is only a memory. ; 

The making of photographs does not, at first thought, 
seem to afford much material for making a story. But 
Alexander Black, the author of Cap/ain Kodak (Lothrop 
Publishing Company. $2), has learned the philosophy 
of the camera hobby, and woven it into an interesting 
account of three boys and their cameras.. Captain 
Kodak and his two chums, through the use of their cam- 
eras, learn to see nature with a truer understanding. 
Their adventures are interestingly told, and beautifully 
illustrated from actual photographs by the author. 

The true story, simply and clearly told, of the first 
Christmas festival held for the newsboys and bootblacks 
of Baltimore, is full of interest as a narrative, and carries 
that indescribable pathos with which any story of chil- 
dren without a Christmas is sure to fill our hearts at this 
season. The modest little book which chronicles this 
story is called Zhe Newsboys Christnas Party (Balti- 
more: The Friedenwald Company. 60 cents), by Jane 
Zacharias. It is the record of the effective beginning of 
the work that is still carried on among these keen-witted 
little merchants,—for the party was only a beginning, 
from which has grown a yearly Christmas festival of a 
more substantial nature than the first, and the perma- 
nent ‘* Newsboys’ Club and Reading Rooms’ for their 
every-day and every-evening use. The illustrations are 
from photographs of the boys themselves. 


> i a 4 


Esther: A Drama of Jewish History. Being the Story of the 
Rook of Esther Elucidated by Interpolation for Popular Use. 
By William Hugh Gill, D.D., author of “ The Temple 
Opened,” “ The Bible Catechist.”’ etc. Square 16mo, pp. 
9. Philadelphia: George W. Jacobs & Co. 30 cents net 


Instead of adding his explanations of the Book of 
Esther in the form of notes, Dr. Gill has wrought them 
into continuous sentences with the text of the English 
Revised Version. The comment thus worked in is in 
the main correct and judicious. To many readers it will 
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be exceedingly helpful, though there are 
other readers who dislike work of this 
kind. It is to be hoped that Dr. Gill will 
continue to work this vein. But he and 
his proof-readers and other helpers should 
be more careful in matters of detail. For 
example, it is not artistic to represent 
Haman as explaining to the king how 
much a talent is worth in dollars (p. 39), 
or to represent Esther as speaking of | 
Haman to the king (p. 70) as ‘‘ this man | 
who drinkest our wine, and wouldest take | 
one of our lives."’ | 





“2% 
Books Received 


November 20 to November 27 


American Tract Society, New York 
The New Testament with Notes, Instructions, 
and References. Pocket edition. §1. 
A. C. Armstrong & Son, New York 
The Christology of Jesus. By the Rev. 
Stalker, M.A,, D. $1.50. 
' A. 8. Barnes & Co., New York 
The Mind and Art of Poe's Poetry. 
Phelps Fruit. $1.25. 
| The Bible Institute Colportage Association, 
Chicago 
John Ploughman’'s Pictures. 
geon. 15 cents. 
Cassell. & Co., New York 
Paradise Lost. By John Milton. Vol II. 10 
cents, 
James J]. Chapman, Washington, D. C. 
The Scarlet Stigma. A Drama in Four Acts. 
By James Edgar Smith. 75 cents. 
T. Y. Crowell & C., New York 
The Secret of Gladness. By J. R. Miller, D.D. 
60 cents. 
Funk & Wagnalis Co., New York 


Archibald Malmaison. By Julian Hawthorne. 
$1.25. 


James 


By Jobn 


By C. H. Spur- 


Harper & Brothers, New York 
Peter Newell's Pictures and Rhymes. $1.25. 
Houghton, Mifflin, & Co., Boston 
The Complete Poetical Works and Letters of 
John Keats. Cambridge edition. $a. 
The American in Holland. By William Elliot 
Griffis, L.H.D. $1.50. 
A Pretty Tory. By Jeanie Gould Lincoln. 
$1.50. 
The Macmillan Company, New York | 
The Fundamental Ideas of Christianity. By | 
John Caird, D.D., LL.D. With a Memoir | 
by Edward Caird, LL.D. 
vols. $3.50. 


(Por additional ‘‘ Books and Writers 


D.C.L., In two | 


** see p. 791) | 
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Advertising Rate 


80 cents per line, with discount of 10 per cent 
on an advance order of 1,000 or more lines to be 
used within a year, or for a space of not less than 
one inch each issue for a year. Positions may be 
contracted for, subject to earlier contracts with 
other ported ovided such positions do nor 
conflict with the blishers’ idea of the general 
make-up of the advertising pages. Positions are 
never guaranteed to any advertisement of Jess 
than three inches space. An advertiser contract- 
ing for $1,000 worth of space, to be used within 
one year, may have, when practicable, a selected 
position, without extra cost, except when the adver- 
tiser contracts for a position on the last page. For 
all advertising conditioned on an appearance upon 
the last page,an advance of 20 per cent in addition 
to the regular rate will be charged. For inside- 
page positions, on orders of less than $1,000, an 
advance of 20 per cent in a {ition to the regular | 
vate will be charged. All advertisements are | 
subject to approval as to character, wording, and 
display. Advertisers are free to examine the 
subscription list at any time. For 2erms of Sudb- 
scription, see page 794. 





Faster than ever to California. —‘ The Over- 
land Limited,’’ Chicago, Union Pacific, & 
North-Western Line, leaves Chicago Uaily 
6.30 P. M., arrives San Francisco afternoon 
third day, and Los Angeles next morning. 
No change of cars, all meals in dining-car, 
suffet, smoking and library cars, with barber. 
The best of everything. ‘* The Pacific Ex- 
press "’ leaves Chicago daily 10.30 P. M., with 
first-class and through tourist sleepers to 
Personally conducted excursions 
every Thursday. [Illustrated pamphlet de- 
scribing fully this wonderful state sent free 
on application to Chicago & North-Western 
Railway. HI. W. Beyers, 602 Chestnut Street, / 
Philadelphia, "a, 


California. 





advance subscribers, The price will 
: be advanced Jan. 1, 1900. It you want more information before subscribing, don’t delay, but write at once, mention The Sun- 
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PPORTUNITY ...cev 
Original Price 

Unparalleled Offer to The Sunday School Times Readers 


No Money to be Paid Yet—Only your Subscription Now 


HIS offer at first was only open to 1,000 advance Sunday School Times subscribers. Now it is only open to 400. On Jan. 1, 
1900, the price will be advanced. It is such a great offer that you must subscribe quickly if you want one of these sets. 

The complete and original edition, which has been published in forty-nine volumes, at $1.50 per volume, is to be reprinted and 
issued in six large octavo volumes of over 800 pages each, making volumes 2 inches thick, 10% inches long, 7% inches wide. In 
no way is the original edition to be condensed, but the entire contents are to be reprinted, and all errors in original edition to be 


“LESS THAN ONE-THIRD PRICE 


: EXPOSITOR'S BIBLE 


edited by the Rev. Robertson Nicoll, LL.D., editor of The London Expositor. The Old and New Testament complete 
and every book of the Bible analyzed, illustrated, and explained by the most scholarly and distinguished theologians of the day. 
The most complete Bible Commentary published, with the latest results of scholarship. 


- Undenominational and Thoroughly Evangelical 


The British Weekly says : “‘ The series is planned so as to give the reader all the good of a scientific qommontery without the adding. technicality, and 
detail that have made the commentator’s name a proverb for dreariness in the worid of literature. In every book of the Bible, the rich, ferti ec, and perpetually 
significant portions are selected, and continuously analyzed, illustrated, and explained by interpreters who are scholarly, and yet interesting.” 


The Following is a Complete List of the Scholars Writing on the Various Books 
of the Bible for this Unabridged Reprint of The Expositor’s Bible 


Genesis. Wy Marcus Dods, D.D. Psaims. By Alexander McLaren, D.D. Acts of the Apostles. By G. T. Stokes, D.D. 
Exodus. By G. A. Chadwick, D.D. Proverbs. By R. F. Horton, D_D. Romans. By H.C. G. Moule, D.D. 
Leviticus, By S. H. Kellogg, D.D Ecclesiastes. By Samuel Cox, D.D. First Corinthians. By Marcus Dods, D.D. 
Numbers, By R. A. Watson, D.D. Song of Solomon and Lamentations. By Second Corinthians. By James Denney, D.D. 
Deuteronomy. By Andrew Harper, D.D. F. Adeney, M.A Galetians and Ephesians. By G. G. Findlay. 
Joshua. By W. G. Blaikie, D.D., LL.D. Isaiah, By George Adam Smith, D.D. D.D. 

Judges and Ruth. By Robert A. Watson, D.D. Jeremiah. By C. J. Ball, M.A., and W. H. Philippians. 


By Robert Rainy, D.D. 
Bennett, Colossians and Philemon. By Alexander 
sen a4 L.D. aS OE We Sea, Ezekiel. By John Skinner, M.A. charen, D D. 


B W. Far- Daniel. By Dean F, W. Farrar, D.D. Thessalonians. By James Denney, D.D. 
wes oe, Second Kings. y F. The Twelve (Miner) Prophets. By George Pastoral Episties. By A. Plummer, D.D, 
First and Second Chronicles. By W. H. Adam Smith, D.D. Hebrews. By R. C. Edwards, D.D. 
Burnett, M.A St. Matthew. By J. Monro Gibson, D.D. 
Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther. St. Mark. By George A. Chadwick, D.D. 
Adeney, M.A. St. Luke. By Henry Burton, M.A. Episties of St. John. By W. Alexander, D.D. 
Job. By R. A. Watson, D.D. Gospel of St. John. By Marcus Dods, D.D. Revelation. By W. Milligan, D.D. 


The Universal Opinion of the Religious Press and the Most Noted Theologians is Voiced by 


The Sunday ool Times, which says: ‘‘ The Expositor’s Bible is a  saraiite series of commentaries. The series has won the deservedly high place in the 
esteem of the scholarly world. It is aay valuable, however, to the layman, who is introduced to each book by a rev: erend scholar, who shows him its 
rich and fragrant contents, but spares d difficult approach along which he has himself been forced to come. 


This Complete and Unabridged Commentary is now 
Offered in Six Volun +s and on Easy Terms of Payment 


Each volume will be bound in 
strong cloth, or half morocco, printed FILL OUT BLANK AND FORWARD IMMEDIATELY 
on good paper, and is offered in cloth WILBUE B. KETCHAS Pie cee 
binding at $3.34 per volume, or $20.00 : - KETCHAM, Publisher, ; ’ * 
for dea eneaghots erg or in library bind- 7 and 9 West Eighteenth Street, New York. 
ing, half morocco, gilt top, for $4.50 Sir: Please enter my name as one of the 400 remaining advance subscribtrs to THE 

a> eolume. ee $27.00 for the com- EXPOSITOR'S BIBLE,"’ to be published in six volumes, as described. 

Lf - Th ‘te tae wag I agree to send $3. 34 as soon as notified that Volume I is ready, January 1, 1900, and a 
plete set. Be PES Se EAS Cuvery like amount on the first of each month, for five months, thereafter, until the complete set of 
of the volumes free to the nearest six volumes is ready. ‘The volumes are to be delivered postage or express prepaid. 
express or post-office. Volume I will 


be ready January 1, 1900; Volume II, -0st-office .. 
February 1; Volume III, March 1; 
Volume IV, April 1; Volume V, May 
1; Volume VI, the last of the set, 
June 1. 

This offer ts only open to 400 


St. James and St. Jude. By A. Plummer, D.D. 


By W. F. St. Peter. By J. R. Lumby, D.D. 


he tedious an 





Name 


Express office 


If half-morocco, gilt top. Library Edition, is desired, substitute $4.50 in place of 
$3.34. We recommend this binding. S. S. TIMES. 











day School Times, and we will send descriptive circular, giving sample pages and other information concerning this great work. 
Its editor, commendations, size, free delivery, binding, up-to-date type, satisfaction guaranteed, returnable if not as represented, 
identical with original, and wisdom of ordering at once, undenominational, unabridged. 
advance subscribers. 


WILBUR B. KETCHAM, Publisher, 7 and 9 West 18th Street, New York 


Positively open only to 400 more 





BOOKMARKS 


poate ct etc., on satin ribbon. 





Securing 
Subscriptions 


The Ladies’ Home Journal 
The Saturday Evening Post 


is not like securing subscrip- 
tions to any other publications. 
If +8 ay. have been unsuccessful 
other publications, it was 
not necessarily your fault. It 
Patent Indexed Edges. does not prove that you can 
This is not a new venture. We sold thousands of them last not be very successful with bet- 
year, and now offer a book in even better binding. as ublications. 
This book will lie open perfectly flat. Can be folded right These two high-class publica- 
back. Can be rolled up without injury to the back of sewing. 
at tions of ours do not have to be 
ize of Bible when opened, 8X11 inches, clear and distinct type. “introduced.”’ ‘ Th 
Contains New Helps, Concordances, Maps, etc. is uced, &8 8 rule. ec 
Don't hesitate, or you may miss getting one of these wonder- are well known through their 
ful $3.00 Bibles for $1.00. Will hold for future delivery to any great circulations and through 
address, and send at the time you —— an immense amouut of adver- 
We guarantee satisfaction, and will cheerffally refund your tising. 
money if you are not satisfied. Send your $1.00 now. (Add We want an agent in every 
20 cents if to be sent by mail.) If de supply runs out, your town and city. 
money will be returned promptly. Liberal commission for every sub- 


JAMES POTT & CO., 283-285 Fourth Ave., New York City cine unk 1b adattion tp thn Oe 
OOS , : will distributed among the "764 
most successful agents. 
Allof your time, or your retime, 
can be profitably utilized all Winter. 
Write to-day for particulars. 


Greatest Book 
in the World for 


Carefully Packed in a Box. 


su $1.00 


BAGSTER BIBLE 


Formerly Sold tor $3.00 


Genuine Leather, Flexibie, Red and Gold Edge. 
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cont ae ga THE REGULAR PRICE OF THIS HANDSOME BIBLE IS $3.28, and only a few 

Ch thousand will be sold at this special holiday offer, 
leage This Bible is printed on the best paper im bold black type, with Mo- 
RR a rocco binding, divinity circuit, overlapping edges, round corners, with red 
steractive, Sexi gold sone gold edges; contains all the helps references, Maps, concor- 
= ces, etc. 

ONLY 28 CENTS. a In relerring to this Bible, The Ram's Horn says: “ A decided bargain, Those receiv- 

The Need. Yewt-pocket Jowaiton of toe text, and ng hve 


The Sunday School Times says : “The arrangement is simple and clear, the illustrations 
and maps 7 gad admirable. it marks Progress toward the true ideal.’ 
Bisho; X. Ninde, pares, says Its cheapness is such that every one cao afford a 


peep “fou are with you and util- 


odd moments. Bible durable aed beautiful in ferm. 
po The very printing is suggestive. Cumberland Presbyterian says : “ Before recommending this. Bible to our church and 
The Plan. Black- faced pe em emphasizes special friends, we submitted it to a committee composed of able and scholarly men. After a careful, 
and themes are brief, but every palndrahins. and unprejudiced examination, the Bible was recommended in the strongest words 





of praise 
A more appropriate or acceptable holiday gift could not be made toa 
relative or friend, to a minister, Sunday-school superinicn- 
dent, Sunday-school teacher, or scholar. 


word tells. Aims to pa | thoughts, rather than 
qossew work them out. THREE FULL PAGES TO Eaca 


For years has condacted a large 
The | Author ¢, cokly union teachers’ class; #4 
ntendent of the wapeee SS nee Moody 
itate, Chicago; well known as a practical 
helpful Bible student. 


Superintendents should give copies to their teachers. 
Teachers should give copies to their scholars. 
No teacher be without it. 


Sent post free on receipt of price. 


Fleming H. Revell Company, Publishers 


63 Washington Street, Chicago: 178 Fifth 
Avenue, New York: 154 Yonge Street, Toronto 
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OXFORD MAPS 
By cares HH. S. Osborn, LL.D. 
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° large rooms. ial terms for 
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OXFORD MAP PUBLISHERS, Oxford, Ohio 
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stood the test of time, criticism, and competition, and have never 
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WHAT THEY SAY 
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To say You was duly received, and gives good 


REA DERS OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
BER ¥ THE FAMO 


AAAAADBAAAAAADAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 
7vvvT"""""°"°°"""urrvr"emwewwver""''"r,wrrrrrrrrrrrr 


S'ze when open, 8 x 10}4 inches, 


represented the acme of Bible pro- 


satisfaction. 


Ah DAA AAAAAAAAASSASAS SAAS 
7vv"—"""""""''"rrrrrryry eee 





rae Oo SR pean aes GPE. he RE ganar anata He > bP ey - Bn ge saey, SO ek, en Vout money promptly. Remit ‘e aalidty ee oeaanai Sie Fraternally yours, D2C. Burkert. 
WHOLESALE BOOK é 4 not is oft ness and beauty—two very commend- Economy Bible Club. Loamt, Il. 
———SS==== CATALOG 4 Do delay ; this an er that cannot be renewed. able virtues. 1 shall do all | can to ad- Gentlemen ; Bibles have just arrived. 
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A Timely Reminder 














to the study of the Life of Christ. 











+s Problems 
Weaded | Life, etc., etc. 





student of the New Testament. 


Weekly, 75° 0 Year | Outline Handbook of the Life of Christ. By Wittiam Arnotp Stevens and 
Cloth, §0 cents ; paper, 25 cents. 
A,careful enumeration of the events in the life of Christ in their relation to each other, with collateral 


Exnest De Wirt Burton. 48 pp. 


In Clubs of Two ot More 50c. Samples Free 


matter. Valuable for all Wible students. 


ir 
THE IDEAL YOUNG PEOPLE’S PAPER Introduction to the Life of Jesus. _ By ALFRFD Wis IAMS ANTHONY, Professor of 


FORWARD is designed for the average young person over fifteen years of age. It is 
filled with wholesome and entertaining stories, — ing articles of inspiration and counsel, 
gen 


a bee ined. 
bright travel sketches, biographies, anecdotes, an eral articles. poms” ae — 


The Next Eighteen Months 


THE PROOF OF THE PUDDING Following January I, 1900, are devoted by the International S. 5S, Lessons 


Edited by the best possible helps. Here are tiree, of most practical value. 


| 
Rey. ]. R. MILLER, D. D., TA Harmony of the Gospels; for Historical Study. By W1LL1IAM ARNOLD STEVENS 
Author of Week-Day and Ernest De Witt Burton, Professors of New Testament Interpretation in 
Viontihigs i Rochester Theological Seminary and University of Chicago. 8vo, 240 pp. $1.50. 
| 


An analytical synopsis of the Four Gospels in the English Version of 1881. Indispensable for every 


New Testament Exegesis and Criticism, Cobb Divinity School. 206 pp. $1.00. 


An interesting and comprebensive statement of the sources from which the data of the “ Life of 


For effective study, the teacher needs 





THE ILLUSTRATIONS * eae ie 

FORWARD publishes more and better original illustrations than _ other religions wens paenee, yous Gondey gated wether. ped 
publication in the world. Among its artists are Alice Barber Stephens, Elisabeth Bonsall, the members of your Sunday-school class. 
Charlotte Harding, George Neuman, and a score of others equally good. 


For sale by leading booksellers, or sent, 
postpaid, by us, on rveceipl of price. 





The Sunday School Times, in its issue of October 28, says: ‘‘ Many denomi- 


national children's papers circulated in Sunday-schools have hardly changed or S il B d &z ~ 

improved in the past quarter-century, but there are notable ansepéerk and 11V e r + u r e t t ? Oo m p an y 
Forward is one of them. Dr. J. R. Miller is editor, which accounts for the high 

character of this eight-page weekly, issued by the Presbyterian Board of Publica- Boston New York Chicago 

tion of Philadeiphia.”’ 
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PARIS AND EUROPE IN 1900 fame a Send for new titestrate! book to the Philadelpbia In- 
condncted by Prof. Camille Thuorwaneer, 9 Pierce Bidy., | stitute, zo33 $ + Garden St., Phila., Pa. Established 
Boston. Pocket Cuide Book of Paris irce; send stemp | 1884. Ed toh ohnston, founder and principal. | 











Is the brightest, sweetest, cheeriest 
little weekly paper made for young 
children, and only costs 30c. a year. 
' Send for free samples to 
W. A. WILDE COMPANY 
Boston and Chicago 
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jearatinal 8.5 otis : 
Commentary on 4 
The Four Gospels 


By LYMAN ABBOTT, D.D. 
Editor of Zhe Outlook. 
Matthew, Mark and Luke, John. go 


umes, cloth, vo. Price per volume, $1.50. 
For the set, $3.00 net. 

S. Barnes & Co., Publishers ; 
156 Fidek “Avenue New York City 
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THE BUSINESS END 


|OF A SUNDAY-SCHOOL 


a. handsome book—it will do you good to read }:. 
od for it and learn a few things about MODERN 
| BUSINESS METHODS im the Sunday-school.—it 
costs you sothing but the asking. 


FREE ” ‘Goldemith Bulldieg 































SCRIBNER’S HOLIDAY BOOKS 


FISHERMAN’S LUCK. B 
van Dyke. ‘‘A fresh and genuine 
note in our literature, .,. They have a 
delightful breeziness of spirit and a 
sincere literary charm.’’— Zhe Out- 
look, (Illustrated. $2.00.) 


AMERICAN LANDS AND LET- 
TERS. New volume. ‘“ a. 
Stocking ’’ to ‘‘ Poe’s Raven.’ 
Donald G. Mitchell. ‘‘A book whit 
will not only be welcomed by his thou- 
sands of old readers, but is likely to 
win more thousands of new readers 
for him,.’’"—N.Y. Mail and Express. 
(With 150 illustrations. 8vo, $2.50.) 





SANTA CLAUS’S PARTNER. | 
Thomas Nelson Page. ‘‘A charming 
and dainty Christmas story... . It 
abounds in touches of exquisite feel- 
ing.’’—Chicago 7Zribune. (Richly 
illustrated in colors, 12mo, $1.50.) 


By 


THE TRAIL OF THE SANDHILL 
STAG. By Ernest Seton-Thomp- 
son, ‘‘It is a plea for the aameiae 
and gentle denizen of forest and 
mountain, and a marvel of artistic 
creation.’’—Chicago Evening Post. 
Illustrated by the author, Square 

vo. $1.50.) 





THE LETTERS OF ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON 
Edited by Sidney Colvin, [Illustrated. 2 vols. 8vo, $5.00 wef. 


‘* The sweetness and force of character embalmed in these letters would keep 
Stevenson's name alive if every one of his studies in the art of fiction were forgotten.’’ 
—New York 7ribune. 





CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS, fER}/3Ee* 
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Recommendation 





IMITATION 


OF THE 


Bible Study Union (Blakeslee) Sunday School Lessons 


No greater proof of the superiority of these Lessons could be offered than the persistent 
efforts made to imitate them. But imitations never equal the original. ‘This is conspic- 
uously true in this case, where the closest imitations have been the worst failures. 


Why not use the best, which are a proved success ? 
From the . . 


THE LIFE OF CHRIST crc... 


Published in seven grades, richly illustrated, with abundant aids to study. 


No other auesene ap ch these in quality, or in adaptation to classes of Faw 
oges. They arouse int erest, stimulete s increase ettendancc, compel th 
tar af the Bible itself, and secure the best spiritual ccaults. 


Specimen copies free. Comparison with any other lessons invited. 
THE BIBLE STUDY PUBLISHING CO., 21 Bromfield St., Boston, Mass. 








For 1900 
We Offer 














S:INTERNATIONAL DICTIONARY. 


In its Various Attractive Bindings it Makes the 


CHOICEST GIFT FOR CHRISTMAS. | 


What better, wiser, or more acceptable gift could be made than a copy G ET 
of the International? It is a vast storehouse of valuable information Bhila 
arranged in a convenient form for hand, eye, and mind. It is more B 

EST. 


4 — — than any other lexicon in the world. It should be in every | 


We also publish Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary with a Valuable 
-* -venenning Glestary of Scottish Words and Phrases, etc. 





AM CO.;*Put 





ABSOLUTELY THE BEST TEXT-FINDER PUBLISHED 


WALKER’S COMPREHENSIVE CONCORDANCE|— 


Revised Edition, 922 octavo pages. Cloth, net, $1.00. Half Leather, net, $1.75. 


Not only the best Complete Concordance, but now as cheap as the cheapest 


Contains about 50,000 more references than Craden’s 
Includes proper names under its one rigid aiphabetical arrangement. 
is complete, including every ce of any importance. 
Is —s printed from new plates, and is easy to read 
is of convenient size and sh » and well bound. 
New sold, in clot binding, for A DOLLAR, postpaid. 


_ We te is sl Press BOSTON, CHICAGO 





PUBLISHED BY 








Do You Want a Home ? 


In a temperance settlement of Northern people, 
in x delightful southern clime ? 

To safely invest $1,000 in_ instalments, to yield an 
income of $1,000 a year for life and an annuity 
for your children as safe and regular as the inter- 

est on a first-class mort 
To emancipate nL the four prison walls 
and slavery of office, shop, or sere,  ¥ engage ina 


congenial, Profitable occupa 


these, and more, are ei By the R Rural Press | 


Combination Nut and Fruit Clu 
fe: r a piece of the richest prairie land, funsurpassed 
for protitabte farming, stock or poultry raisin 
or of the richest hammock land for nut and fruit 
growin ‘ing. or — for berry growing, where crops 
nd ts are big and sure. 
AT LOW PRICES AND EASY TERMS, ‘IN HE ITAL OF AMERICA ? 
Delightful, as 4 climate ; sea breezes ; pure, soft water; best mark transportation facili 
thes ; cheap a material ; free yt ee, ~—y a vegetables fresh t= orchard and garden all the 
year. The Rura settlement No. 7 affords ail these. 
Low Rate. Ex SIONS EVERY MONTH, We court fullest investigation. Maps and circulars free. 
Send ro cents for profusely iliustrated 64-page Fruit Bulletin telling how to secure an income of $1,000 a year from 
000 invested, in instalments. Address, JAS. W. WILSON. President and Manager, “NA AL 
AL, ers’ rtment, Unity Building. 79 Dearborn St., Chicago, Ill. 








| “CAROLS OP PEACE."’ 





| by one publisher. 
| regular customers. 


cantata. 
i @ 


her —--@., candy oy collection he 


O’NEILL’S | 


We Sell Books Now! 


THE NEW BOOK DEPARTMENT 


NOW OPEN, and 


we invite you to call and look over the big new stock that we have 


just unpacked and placed at your disposal. 


Thousands of volumes, 


comprising books of Fiction, Poetry, Travel, Biography, History, 
Books for the Young People, Religious Books, Cook Books, Holi- 
day Books, Dictionaries, Encyclopedias,—in fact, almost anything 
you can mention in the book line, will be found upon our shelves, 
including a fine line of Bibles, Hymnals, and Prayer Books. 

As an opening attraction 


we offer to readers of The.Sunday School Times 


The Four Leading Books of Fiction 


David Harum, by Westcott 
Richard Carvel, by Churchill 
When Knighthood was in 
lower, by Caskoden 
Janice Meredith, by Ford 


EACH 
Regular 
Price, $1.50 


95c. 


Bae Postage 15 cents extra on each book. 


Write us. 


We will supply you with any book you desire at a liberal 


discount from publisher's prices. 


H. O’Neill & Co., Sixth Ave., 20th to 2ist St., N. Y. 





CHRISTMAS CARDS |; Cards, ic; 2c ge-s and Se. cach. 


is are the finest and 


tistic Calendars 
Samples 


Our 
of all Ninde®’ 25c. Worth double. 


Finer 
Ele- 
and 10c. Ar- 


ant books ee Patiosedt Catalog free. 


MARCH BROTHERS, 48 East Mulberry Street, Lebanon, Ohio 





Prince of Peace. Con- 
cert Exercise for 3.8., by 
Hartsough & Fillmore. 
Beautiful music and reci- 
tations. 5c.,50c. per dozen, 


it-paid 
Peet and Dia- 
leogues, No. 4, 10 cts. 


Santa Claus’ Charm. 
A Christmas Cantata by Chas. H. 
Gabriel. Bright music and Galegss. 
30 cts. ; $3.00 per dozen, not prepaid. 
Mrs. San Claus 


Christmas Dolis. By Mrs. J.M. 
Rossand J.B. Herbert. A beautiful 
cantata for primary grades, 30 cts., 

00 per dozen, not prepaid. 

eace. Anthem by Herbert, 10 cts. 

hy Watchmen shall lift ap the Voice. 
Anthem by Danks, 10 cents. 

he above are all new. Our Christmas Music is un- 
surpassed. Wesupply every need. Full descriptive 
arent sent on application. A sample of our 
monthiy Musicat Mressencer sent free. 


FILLMORE BROS. iotibieHouseNewvor™ 


XMAS SERVICES 


MESSAGE or. THE BELLS ) ; 2 
iP Complete services. 
AND HE SONG > 5 cents each; 


} $4.00 per 100. 





STAR OF ATH ENT 
PROPHET OF NAZARETH 


(Songs only.) 


$3 per roo. 
Send 15 cents for sample package. 


Have you seen *‘JOHNNIE DOUBTER,”’ our new 
Xmas cantata’ Libretto by Fred Emerson Brooks. 
Full of character, wit, humor, and pathos. 


Easy to pro- 
luce. Hard to surnass. 


Sample copy, 20 cents. 


. 248-Fifth Ave., 
Tetas/ bedi. Rew York. 


1899 CHRISTMAS SERVICES 1899 


By Alonzo Stone and Chas. A. Bectiter. 
Star of The Orient, 5 cts. single, 
Christmas Guest, 5 cts. single, $4 per 100. 
Most tuneful, modern, and nove! services published. 
Send 15 cts. for samples of above, and two others. 
Send for free specimen pages of ‘the popular song book 
SAVING GRACE, $8.00 per 100. 
CHAS. A. BECHTER, Publisher, 
416 Arch Street, Philadelphia. 
All Dealers sell these Publications. 


106 Washington 
St., Chicago. 


=| THE WONDERFUL SONG 
SWEET CHRISTMAS TIME 


Two New Christmas Services 

brightest, and best. Hugg’s services are 
55.600 Easter services bought by one book 
10,500 new Christmas serv fess already bought 
Thousands of Sunday-schools are 
Millions of hearts are gladdened 
Christmas Angels, latest and best 
Send ten cents for samples and data. 


EO. C. HUGG, 2133 Newkirk St., Phila., S 


Sweetest, 
leaders. 
concern 


by Hugg’s music. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL 

w t of th ; 
this Some, Schesl Tine: so send for's 
copy of =. ge OD Dage ui pectrated Holiday Annual 
Supply Catalog of Christmas carte, 
books, and decorative novelties. Will you 0. your 
part by sending for a copy, Sree? Send for it, sree. 


it costs is the ay ¥ 
| MacCalla & 49 Dock St., Philadeiphia, Pa. 


$4 per too. | 





JUST OUT 


SACRED SONGS 
No. 


By Sankey, MeGeanahen, and Stebbins 


A large majority of the pieces in this book are entirely 
new, and never — published. It contains the new 
solos, ‘* The Sto fat Never Grows Oid,”’ *‘ I'm 
a Pilgrim,’’ of I Were a Yoice,’ 

Know ? ”’ etc., now being sung by Mr. Sankey. 

Same styles and prices as ‘‘ SackED SonGs No, 1,” of 

which over 685,000 copies have already been sold. 


Price, $25.00 per 100. Sample copy, post free, 20 cents. 
The Biglow & Main Co., New York and Chicago. 


1899 Hall-Mack Co.’s 1899 


Christmas Services 


THE STAR AND THE SONG Samples of the 3 for 
SON OF THE HIGHEST roc, in stamps. $4 
BETHLEHEM’S KING per 100, postpaid. 
Messrs. Hall, Mack, Miles, and 
st we have ever publish ed. 
The Sunday School ‘limes said of our music : 
new, unusual, and charming.” 
Send 5c. in stamps for two former successful services. 
Two Grand ae Cantetes for Children : 
Santa's Dec per dozen ; 20 cts. singly. 
A Trip to Sia. Chris? er oo per dozen ; 30 Cts. singly. 
Send for catalog of our church and Sunday-school 
music. Our publications are on sale at all dealers, 


HALL-MACK co., » Pubs., , to20 Arch St., Phila. Pa. 


These services are b 
Rev. Judefind. ‘The , 
“Itis 


ANNUAL PROGRAM sc 
Cantata roc; } Carols 5cy - ce all rac. 


- Concordia Magazine 


An HMlustrated Semi-Monthly for the Christian 
Family 


A Handsome Christmas Present 
Subscription Price, $1.00 per Year 


To any person who will send us the names and ad- 
dresses of two new subscribers, with their subscription 
dues, $2.00, we will send free, by mail, a Diamond 
Point Fountain Pen,—a 14-kt. gold pen in hard rubber 
fountain holder. 

We want good AGgwTs in every locality. Big com- 
missions. Write for sample copies; and mention The 
Sunday School Times. Address, 


Concordia Publishing House 


ST. LOUIS, Missouri 
poet, Lesson Commentary 


THE $. $. uy, ie The tone. 
LESSONS tre yet witha rich up. 
ly of suggestive Study. 
In A Helps, cnt my = and 
eh ve for the 
NUT-SHELL BOK cmccsi 
olar. No 
gold gee eres se te Se Morocco, - 
red Ewell. 132 Market Se. Thicag> 
anything advertined 4 b tay wre Sp you polenic oblige f 


blishers and the advertiser that saw 
one advertisement in The toy Scheel Times. 
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(Books and Writers—Continued from page 788) 


Bible Characters: Ahithophel to Nehemiah. 
By Alexander Whyte, D.B. 12mo, pp. 242. 
New York: Fleming H. Revell Company. 


$1.25. 
Each of the twenty-two character 


sketches in this book is a sermon, and 
was evidently prepared for use in the pul- 
pit. Ahithophel or Mephibosheth or 
Josiah or Elijah or Isaiah or Sanballat 
are presented each with his portraiq drawn 
in a few strong lines, but always with a 
view to the practical lesson to be drawn 
for the people who face the preacher of 
the present generation, The biblical pas- 
sages have been dealt with by rapid read- 
ing with an open eye and a wide-awake 
imagination, rather than by minute study. 
There is an element of extravagance some- 
where in nearly every sketch. In a few 
instances, the lines drawn in the Bible have 
been neglected, and others substituted for 
them. But, in the main, the sketches are 
true to their biblical origin, and they are 
full of life and fire and practical point. 
This is not the first volume of the kind 
from the pen of Dr. Whyte. The twenty- 
two sketches here presented are numbered 
from forty-eight to sixty-nine. Taken all 
in all, they represent an exceedingly happy 
and effective use of biblical materials in 
preaching. 
x %% 


Books Received 


Continued 


Thomas Nelson & Sons, New York 


Vanity Fair. By William Makepeace Thack- 
eray. New Century Library. i 

The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby. 
By Charles Dickens, New Century Library. 
$1. 

the Heir of Hascombe Hall, By E. Everett- 
Green. $1.50. 

The Courteous Knight, and Other Tales. Bor- 


rowed from ‘Spenser -& Malory. By E, 
Edwardson. $1.25. 
Twelve Pioneer Missionaries. By George 


Smith, C.1LE.,.LL.D. $3.50. 
The Penn Publishing Co., Philadelphia 
The Shakespearean Plays of Edwin Booth, 
Edited by William Winter. In three vols, 
$1.50 per vol. 


Two Wyoming Girls. By Mrs. Carrie L, 
Marshall. $1. 2s. 

The Young Gold Seekers. By Edward S. Ellis, 
A.M. $1.25. 

Uncrowning a King. By Edward S. Ellis, A.M. 
$1.25. 

The deery of the Aineid. By Dr. Edward 
Brooks, A.M. §$r.25. 


On Woodcove Island. By Elbridge S. Brooks. 
$1.25. 

The Maid of the 
Foster Madison. 

My Lady Barefoot. 
$1. 25. 

The Ferry Maid of the Chattahoochee. 
Annie M. Barnes. $1.25. 

One Hundred Choice Selections : A Repository 
of Readings, Recitations and Plays. 30 cents. 

Law, and How to Keep out of It. By Paschal 
H. Coggins, Esq. 50 cents. 

Practical Palmistry. By Henry Frith. 59 cents. 

Dancing. By Marguerite Wilson. 50 cents. 

A Dictionary of Mythology. By John H, 
Bechtel. 50 cents. 


The Pilgrim Press, Boston 
Bible Lesson Songs for Junior Societies, Junior 


First Century. 
$1.25. 
By Mrs. Evelyn Raymond, 


By Lucy 


By 





and Primary Sunday-Schools. By Bertha F. 
Vella and D. B. Towner. 30 cents. 
Fleming H. Revell Company, New York 

Right Living as a Fine Art. By Newell Dwight | 
Hillis. 50 cents. 

The Sky Pilot: A Tale of the Foothills. By 
Ralph Connor, $1.25. 

The Gist of the Lessons: A Concise Exposition 
of the International Sunday-Sciool Lessons 
for the Year 1900. By R.A. Torrey. 25 cents. 

From Girlhood to Motherhood. By Mary 
Lowe Dickinson. 30 cents, 


Small, Maynard, & Co., Boston 


John Brown. By Joseph Edger Chamberlin. 
The Beacon Biographies. 75 cents. 





Their Shadows Before. 
Bouvé. $1.25, 
Child Verse : Tecins Grave and Gay. 
B. Tabb. §r. 
Frederick A. Stokes Co., New York 
The Lively City O’Ligg. By Gelett Burgess. 
$1.50. 


By John | 


E. B. Treat & Co., New York 
The Old Book and The Old Faith. By Robert 
Stuart MacArthur. $1.50. 
The University of Chicago Press, Chicago 
The School and Society. By John Dewey. 75 
cents. 
Wood-Allen Publishing Company, Ann Arbor, 
ich’ gan 


The Power of the Tobacco Habit By Char- 
lotte Smith Angstman. 0 cents. 


By Pauline Carrington | 


Thoughts for the Occasion. 


Mother, Home and 
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_ THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


79% 


A MAGAZINE PUBLISHED WEEKLY 


For SATURDAY NIGHT 
ENTERTAINMENT 


THE SATURDAY 
EVENING POST 


(OF PHILADELPHIA) 


Nearly 200,000 circulation in one year and a half. 
Increasing between 4000 and 5000 copies every week. 





In this week’s number: 


STEPHEN CRANE’S 


had a pull with the War Department. 


CYRUS TOWNSEND BRADY’S 


by Jerome K. Jerome’s serial, “ Three Men on a Bicycle”). 


IAN MACLAREN’S 


paid an old Scotsman who had befriended him. 


BARRY PAIN’S 


life, told in a quaintly satirical vein. 


CHARLES RANLETT FLINT— Men of Action. 


A personal sketch of the President of the Rubber Trust. 


* A short story of newspaper life by JULIAN RALPH. 
Men and Women of the Hour in short personal sketches and stories. 
Literary Topics discussed by the best-known writers and critics, 


“The Second Generation”: 
of a United States Senator’s son who 


the story 


Historical Romance of 


the Sea (to be followed 


“With Compound Interest”: 


an American millionaire and how he re- 


“The Millionaire’s Christmas Card”: 
sistibly funny little story of English domestic 


a tale of 


an irre- 


THE SATURDAY EVENING POST was established in 1728 by Renteite 
Franklin, and has been regularly published for 171 years. 
illustrated magazine, published weekly at 5 cents the copy. Your newsman 
will serve you regularly or we will mail it to any address every week for five 
months on receipt of only $1.00. 


THE CURTIS PUBLISHING COMPANY, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 





It is now a handsome 





Ideal 


Paragon Patent 


flat in your pocket. 


lowing prices, postpaid. 





1 6.00 * 


“ 13x “ 10.00 


“ 


PAT. DEC. 30, 


"go. 
JAMES s. TOPHAM, Sole a sei 


From 


OLD LANDS 


ht of modern researches. By Davin Grecc, 
d on his travels in Palestine and the East. 
om illustrations. 366 pages. eo \. 

Facts that Call for Faith. By Davin Grece, D.D. 
A series of masterly appeals on the great themes of 
eternal life. Refuting the arguments of the skeptic 
—_ tege e~ and confirming the believer's faith and 

4 pages. Cloth, $1.00. 
Bible Difficulties : Their Alleviative Interpretation. 
By R.S. MacArtuur,D.D. Discussing such ques- 
tions as: “ Was the World Made in Six Days?”’ 
“ Jonah and his Book,” etc. 12mo, cloth, $r. 50. 

| The Old Book and the Old Paith. By Dr. Mac- 
Artuur. Timely, helpful, and refreshing lectures, 
in this age of doubt and skepticism. 12mo, $1.50. 

Patriotic and Secu- 

lar. Historical facts and timely thoughts for our fif- 

teen patriotic and holiday occasions. 578 pages. $1.75 

eaven. 400 best authors. 
Prose and Poetry. Edited by Turo. L. Cuvier, 
D.D. An elegant gift book. Cr pages. Illus- 
trated. $2.75. Full mo., in a box, gs. 

Corner-Stones of Faith ; or, Why 1 Am of the 
Faith I Am, Answered; and the Faith of others 
briefly told in this New Book. History and Doc- 
trine of the Christian Denominations in the U. S. 

Introduction by J. H. Bar- 
$2.00. Agents wanted. 


E. B. TREAT & CO., Publishers, 
241-243 West 23d Street, New York 


NEW EPISTLE: 


in the li 
D.D 


by leading Divines. 
nows, D.D. 220 engs. 


Christmas Gift | 


USEFUL, HANDSOME, DURABLE 


combines all these qualities. 


sk your dealer for it, or I will send you sample at fol- 


No. or holds $6.00 in silver ol 


Folding Coin Purse 


It is neat, and folds perfectly 





8.25 Calf Seal 
ns . > ~ 8 75 . go 
Qo 1.25 PAT DEC. 30, ‘go. 


1238 Sunepevente Ave., Washington, D. c. 


Peloubet’s 
(uarterlics 


on the 


INTERNATIONAL LESSONS 


steadily improve every year, and are weekly 
used by hundreds of thousands of schoiars, 


Because 


nedy, and Mrs. A. L. Burns, make them | 
| the best quarterlies in the world. 


Send for free samples 
Ww. A. WILDE CO. 


~ VIRGINIA FARMS FOR SALE—Good land, ood 
neighbors, schools and churches convenient. "find 
—— —-> free from — te: fy and cold. 
w prices and 
RB. CHAFFIN & CO, (lnc.), Richaond, Va. 


Boston and 
Chicago. 





| 





the Rev. Dr. F. N. Peloubet, the Rev. | 
Dr. A. F. Schauffler, Mrs. M. G. Ken- | 





“Oxford ” 


Teachers’ Bibles 


and Authorized American Editions 


With New Helps, 
Maps, and 124 
Full-page Plates. 


The Best Paper 
The Best Printing 
The Best Binding 





In Actual Use 


“I want to emphasize the value of this book, 


since I know it by personal experience. The helps 

of the Oxford Bible are really what they are called, 
. On the whole, I think it is the best for the 

average teacher."’—Rev. Dr. A. F. Schauffler. 


For sale by all booksellers. Send for Catalog. 
American 


Oxford University Press #700c 
91 and 93 Fifth Avenue, New York 


The best helps a Sunday-school teacher or 
student can find for next year’s work 
are THE REVELATION OF JESUS, just ready, 
and THE Stupent’s Lire or Jesus, both 
by Dr. GEORGE GILBERT. ‘ Most 
helpful and satisfactory,’’ says Dr. James 
Orr, of the latter. Price, $1.25 each. 

THE MACMILLAN COMPANY, 
66 Fifth Ave., New York, 
























































































THE LIFE OF CHRIST 


From the Four Gospels is the subject of study in 
the International Lesson Series for eighteen 
months from the end of 1899. 


Che Sunday School Cines 


will contain, week by Ww ctr 
THE LIFE STORY OF JESUS 


Ry Cunningham Geikie, D.D., LL.D., a serial appearing each week in The Sunday School Times 


exclusively. 

NEW GRADED HELPS 
For teachers in the Primary, Junior, Intermediate, and Senior grades,—the Primary, by George H. 
Archibald, in consultation with Bertha F. Vella, Mrs. R. B. Preuszner, Annie S. Harlow, E. P. St. John, 


Minnie Allen, Lucy G. Stock; the Junior, by A. F. Schauffler, D.D.; the Intermediate, by A. E. 
Dunning, D.D.; the Senior, by Prof. F. K. Sanders. 


GENERAL LESSON HELPS 
Critical Notes and Lesson Surroundings, Prof. M. B. Riddle ; Scripture Readings, selected by B. F. 
Jacobs ; Oriental Lesson-Lights, Prof. A. L. Long, of Robert College, Constantinople ; Lessons from the 
Lesson, Alexander McLaren ; Teaching Points, Bishop Warren ; The Lesson in Every-Day Life, Charles 
Frederick Goss, D.D.; The Superintendent’s Review, Rev. E. Morris Fergusson ; Question Hints, 


Amos R. Wells. 
LESSON SIDE-LIGHTS 


By Canon Tristram ; H. Clay Trumbull ; Prof. W. M. Ramsay, of the University of Aberdeen ; Dr. J. 
Benzinger, of the University of Berlin, and others. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL METHODS 


Including questions answered for Sunday-school workers, cash prize articles on Sunday-school work, 


and a wealth of hints from prominent and successful workers who know of certain good methods that are 
worth trying by teachers or officers. 


LATEST DISCOVERIES IN BIBLE LANDS 


By Prof. Dr. Herman V. Hilprecht assisted by world leaders in university centers and on the field in 
Palestine, Egypt, Babylonia, Assyria, Asia Minor, Arabia, and Persia. 


ARTICLES OF GENERAL INTEREST 
Such as ‘‘ Christian Endeavor after Nineteen Years,’’ by Francis E. Clark, D.D.; ‘‘A Layman’s View 
of Wild Oats,’’ by Edward Bok ; ‘‘ Story-Tell Lib,’’ by Annie Trumbull Slosson ; ‘‘ Boys and Girls in 
South Africa,’’ by M. N. R. Stormont; ‘‘ Morality of Lawn Mowers,’’ by Amos R. Wells; ‘‘ Machinery 
in Church Work,’’ by Edward Judson, D.D.; and many others. 








75¢c. Now is the time 12 increase old clubs 


$1.00 


5 or more to sepa- 
rate addresses. 











To organize new clubs | tess thao 5, but 


more than 1, sepa- 
We strongly commend the 75 cent rate to your consideration. The dif- | Ttely addressed. 





ference between that and the 60 cent rate is only 15 cents a year, but the dif- 
ference in convenience to subscriber and club-organizer is very marked. A 











steadily increasing number are availing themselves of this rate, which is one- $ { 
60c. quarter less than was formerly charged for the same service. “S 
in packages of 
5 OF more. 


Enough free specimen copies of any one issue to supply all the teachers, 
officers, and adult Bible students in any school, will be sent, upon request. 








ters, $1.00. 





Single subscrip- 
tion. To minis- 








JOHN D. WATTLES & CO., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 











THE SINGER CABINET TABLE. 


The fanny 
Extey SiON [EAP 


MACE ARO SOLO ONLY BY 


THE SINCER MANUFACTURING COMPANY. 


SALESROOUS IN EVERY CITY IN THE WORLD. 


Vol. 41, No. cp 


B. & B. 


christmas specials 


Choice, appropriate gift articles at prices 
that show the convincing trend of this hol; day 
store-keeping toward your advantage. 

Pretty combination Pocket-books—black 
seal leather, sterling silver mounted, fo; 
ladies—colored seal, sterling mounted, for 
misses—or plain morocco or seal for either 
ladies or misses—50C. 

Fast black silk gloria Umbrellas—steel rod 
tight roll, 26 inch for ladies—natural wood 
or decorated Dresden handles. 

28 inch—men’s size—natural wood handles, 
E ther size, $1.00. 

Fine union taffeta silk Umbrellas, $2.50. 

**The Battle of Manila’’—an exciting, 
wholesome parlor game—size, 15'%x19\% 
inches—75c. 

Child’s 10 karat gold oval Ring, 75§c. 

Ladies’ or Misses’ pleated Black Liberty 
Silk Collarettes with pleated ends—dressy— 
$1.00. 

Splendid assortment of all-wool Dress 


Goods—35¢c.—36 to 40 inches wide—for | 


useful, inexpensive gifts. 
Such large assortments of. yilt goods as 
never before approached. 
Send promptly for these mail-order helps — 
** Holiday Glove Tips.’’ 
** A Yard of Christmas Handkerchiefs,’’ 
** Special Book Catalog,’’ 
And ‘‘ Goods for Men.’”’ 
Also our 256 page illustrated Dry Goods 
Price Book, if you haven’t a copy yet. 


BOGGS & BUHL 
Dept. S. T. Allegheny, Pa. 


Nelson’s New Series of 
Teacher's 
Bibles 


contain New Helps, 350 l- 
lustrations, New Concord- 
ance, New Maps. 

The ree are just whe what i Sunder -school teach- 
ers want. tions are from recent 
photographs. : the Concordance is the most 
complete yet produced. The Maps are spe- 
cially engraved from the latest surveys, and have 
thorough index. 

The Sunday School Times says: ‘“ The 
Nelson Teacher’s Bible is of high grade. The 
work is excellent.” Styles, types, and bind- 
ings to meet every want. Prices, from $1.50 
upwards. For sale by all booksellers, or send 
for catalogue to TH NELSON & SONS, 
Publ 37 East 18th Street, New York. 














NEW EDITION. 


IN HIS STEPS 


“ What Would Jesus Do?” 


By Rev. CHARLES M. SHELDON. 


Now ready—a new and authorized edition of 
this, the most famous book of the century, 


5 CENTS 25. °o8: 
Sv man, pnerane. 
on edition, printed from new type. 
oes sous per, profusely iUustrated 
wit original engravi 
enemele per covers with 
graved des 
Also, a Library edition, on extra heavy 
Paper, cloth back and corners, ornamented 
sides. By mail, prepaid, 25 cents per copy. 
Kither of above editions sent by mail, pre- 
paid, to any address, on receipt of price. 
Davio C. Coox Pus.isHine Co., 
36 WASHINCTON ST., CHICAGO. 
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The Biblical World 

IN 1900 
A popular illustrated monthly magazine, devoted 

exclusively to the study of the Bible. 
Useful to the intelligent layman,the Bible teacher, 
the Sunday-school worker, the thoughtful minister. 
$2.0 YEAR. THREE MONTHS TRIAL SUBSCRIPTION. 25C. 
Address Tus University oF Coc a 
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The New Food 


One of the most remarkable discoveries | 
in the food line that will help to make | 


. ' 
this century famous is Protose, the vege- | 


table meat. This is truly an important | 
addition to our food products. Progres- 
sive physicians have long agreed that 
rheumatism, indigestion, biliousness, 
Bright's disease, diabetes, heart trouble, 


and various nervous affections, were iu | 
and always aggravated | 
So many people | 
are so accustomed to their meat daily that | 
the meal seems tasteless without it, and | 


many cases due to, 
by, eating flesh-foods. 


it was hard for patients thus afflicted to 

break the old-time habit. 
Protose solves this problem. 

similar to beef or chicken, 


It tastes 
contains 


twenty-five per cent more food elements | 


than either beef or mutton, and can be 
served in all the various ways that beef 
and chicken can be prepared. 

Six cents to pay postage, sent to the 
Sanitas Nut Food Co., 88 Washington 
Ave., Battle Creek, Mich., will secure a 
sample can of this delicious meat. 





Work ano Workers 





Massachusetts State 
Convention 


By Hamilton S. Conant 


HE tenth anniversary ef the reorgani- 


zation of the Massachusetts Sunday- | 


school Association was held in Tremont 
Temple, Boston, November 14-16, and it 
occurred in the same month, on the same 
days and place, but not in the same 
building, where in 1889 the Association 
was reorganized. Over fourteen hundred 
delegates attended. ; 

Mayor Quincy welcomed the delegates ; 


Dr. George C. Lorimer pictured the de- | 


velopment of the Sunday-school in ‘* The 
Story of a Poor Wise Man;"’ W. N. 
Hartshorn, the chairman of the Executive 


Committee, gave a word picture of the first | 


years of the Association’s work, —its diffi- 
culties, struggles, trials, and triumphs, — 
and the audience was moved with interest 
and enthusiasm for the work ; Dr. S. Parkes 
Cadman, of the Metropolitan Temple, 
New York, also made an address, 

On Wednesday, Mrs. A. A. Stebbins of 
Fitchburg reported the number of Home 
Departments to be 445, a gain of 87 
over last year, of which 286 report 1501 
visitors ; 25 departments report 89 mes- 
sengers, while the total number engaged 
in the work is 18,871. 

The Field Secretary announced that 
of the 1,962 schools in the state, 1,733 
report an enrolment of 33,942 officers 
and teachers, 42 paid workers, and 
259,643 pupils, —a grand total of 301,121, 
or 12 per cent of the population of the 
State. The reported average attendance 
is 161,170, or 53.5 per cent of the en- 
rolment. 716 schools reported 5,408 ad- 
ditions to the church-membership trom 
the school ; 714 schools observed Rally 
Day and 1,181 Children’s Day ; 1,009 are 
open every Sunday in the year. Normal 
classes are reported by 77 schools, of 
which 55 reported an enrolment of 847. 
Teachers’-meetings are reported by 305 
schools. 

Marion Lawrance had been summoned 
from Chicago to take the place of Profes- 
sor Hamill, who was called home by the 
death of his son. An appropriate resolu- 
tion of sympathy was telegraphed to Pro- 
fessor and Mrs. Hamill by the convention. 

Dr. A.-F. Schauffler made addresses on 
* Private Study ot the Lesson”* and «‘ The 
Sunday-school a Four-in-Hand Team.” 


THB SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


| the Sunday-school’’ made such an impres- 


sion that the convention passed a resolution 
emphasizing the importance of grading. 
Dr. Charles H. Spaulding’s subject was 
‘The History, Place, and Power of Great 


The report of the treasurer showed that 
the Association was now more than self- | 
supporting. Immediately after, a vigorous | 
effort was made to clear the Association | 
of a debt of $5,300. $1,300 was assumed 
by the Association to maintain the honor | 
| of Massachusetts, 100 delegates of which 
| state pledged $1,500 to the International 
| work in 1896, and only $200 was paid. | 
Before the close of the convention about 
$4,400 was pledged. 
a year was pledged to the International 
work, 
| Dr. A. H. Plumb on the Bible, Dr. C. 
| R. Blackall on the «‘ Make-up and Use of 
| the Lesson,’ and Dr. John Potts’s ad- 


‘ Sunday-school Conventions."’ 
| 


} 


In addition, $500 | 


| 
| | 
} 


Lesson Scheme*’ and ‘‘ The Greatness of 
| the Sunday-school Enterprise,"’ were the 
| features of the last day's speech-making. 
One Thursday session was devoted to the 

| Primary Department, and opportunity was 
given to hear Miss Frederica Beard, of 
| Chicago, on ‘‘The Kindergarten in the 
| Sunday-school,”’ Miss Bertha F. Vella on 
| ‘‘ Enlarged Primary Methods,’’ and Mrs. 
M. G. Kennedy of Philadelphia on 
‘¢ Leading Junior Children to Christ.’’ 

The home, primary, and _ teachers’ 
_conferences each had sessions on two 
| successive days ; the interest in the teach- 
lers’ conference was so great that the 
| leader, Miss Margaret Koch of Colby 
| University, held a third conference. Miss 
j Lucy G, Stock, Connecticut's Primary 
Secretary, assisted Miss Vella in the pri- 
mary conferences, 

A banquet to delegates in Horticultural 
Hall on Wednesday, at which Dr. Potts, 





Mr. Lawrancejrand the Rev. C. A. Little- 
field spoke, and a reception to all college 
| students at Boston University on Thurs- | 
day, at which a hundred students from | 
eighteen colleges listened to Dean Hunt- | 
ington, Dr. Dunning, the Rev. Everett D. 
Burr, and Dr. Potts, were among the de- | 
lightful outside occasions planned by the 
convention managers. 

Boston. 

(Work and Workers Continued on page 794) 





Colds sre Chest 


When your cold has 
settled down deep in your 
chest, cough syrups will not 
relieve you. The system 
must be given strength and 
force to throw off the 
disease. 





does just this. _ It enables 
you to conquer “the inflam- 
mation. Thelungssoon heal, 
and all danger is passed. Do 
not let the disease become 
chronic because of neglect. 


sec. and $1.00, all druggists. 
SCOTT & sown Chemists. New York. 
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Judge L. E. Hitchcock’ s talk on ‘‘ Grading 


‘Improve Year by Year.” 


$ “Improve Year by Y 
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scholars as indispensable,’’—The Congregationalist. 


SELECT 
NOTES. 


tures, the most important of which are: 


essons for 1900. 


A splendid lithograph colored bird's-eye view of the Sea of Galilee. 


failto appreciate their importance. Price, cloth. $1.25, postpaid. 


The world-wide popularity of the Peloubet 
Series of Quarterlies, for very many years, 
shows that they fully satisfy both teachers and 
scholars. 

Their authors, Peloubet, Schauffler, Ken- 
nedy, and Burns, are each specialists in their 


truths of the lesson text. 


We 
ways prepared to arrange special terms for introducing them to new schools. 


Send five cents for sample, and full set of [lome Department Supplies, 


BOOKS. 
their spirit and tone uplift their readers. 


They are finely printed, strongly bound, and enperety illustrated. 
Our illustrated catalogue, sent free, will tell you all 


won a high place in literature. 


That the “ Child’s Hour” is a bright and reliable 
pa for little folks is evidenced by the place it 
olds in the Sunday Schools and homes of our land. 
It has a carefully selected list of writers who 
understand the art of story telling and verse making 
for children. As a result, its pages are attractive 
wholesome, and instructive. 


primary methods. 


SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 
PICTURES 


always prove useful and interesting. 


to try them for at least one quarter, as we 
satisfactory to-every user 


The purpose of this little book is to aid those 
teachers who desire to illustrate their work, and 
et feel that they have not the ability to draw. 
lieving that ‘‘the power to draw is innate in 
every one,”’ the author has prepared a series of 
lessons which develop this ability by easy stages. 
The lessons in with simple drills in straight 
lines and circles. Gradually they grow more 
difficult, until the pupil who has practised faith- 
fully is able to draw any ordinary picture, 
Price, twenty-five cents each, postpaid. 


SONG 
B oo KS. same price as * Senge of Cheer.” 


For the primary department we have three books: 
2 Mrs. M. G. Kennedy, 160 pp., 45 ots. each, and Palm Branch,” 112 
ou must see them to appreciate how good these books are. Send for circ 


young 


to oO 
“ Songs of c 


eer,” 64 Pp sprice, only $:0 


In addition to the above special publications, we always 
carry in stock a complete assortment of every variety of 
Sunday School Requisites, including Library Registers, 
Kecord Books, Class Books, Envelopes, etc., etc. 

You will save money by learning our prices on anything 
needed in vour school. 


W. A. WILDE COMPAN 











Print your own | 
ds, circular, | 


“ Wilde's publications improve year by year, keeping pace with the new advanced methods 
of Sunday-school work, and are regarded by thousands of Sunday-school teachers and 


A Commentary = the International Sunday School 
More than 100,000 Sunday School workers weekly use the “Select 
Notes,’ as they recognize that it is the most valuable assistant 
they can have in preparing the Sunday Schoo! Lessons. 
he volume for 1900 will contain a large number of new fea- 
A per ee ry a chart in seven colors, which fixes the dates simply and effectively. 


‘The caretully prepared 
Lesson Plan, and the use of the new revised text references are each so helpful that one cannot 


CRADED 
QUARTERLIES. 


ar lines, and knowing what is needed, prepare questions that bring out the innermost 
Gow that the merits of our Quarterlies will commend them, and we are, therefore, al- 


We make them in six grades, and have four teachers’ editions. Send for {ree samples. 


OUR HOME DEPARTMENT QUARTERLY 


is, by common consent, the best one made, because, besides containing all the features usually 
found in such quarterlies, it also has a full page of illustrative explanations regarding the lesson. 


We have for several years been issuing books for home and 
school reading, which have, because of their distinctive worth, 


They are all useful books, written by authors whose love for 
the best things has caused them to write volumes that will by 


about these superior books. 


THE CHILD’S 
HOUR. 


It is the purpose of the “ Child’s Hour” to beceme indispensable to primary teachers and 
children, and its make-up will be in conformity to the ideas underlying kindergarteo and 


Single subscription thirty cents; ten copies to one address, each twenty-five cents a year. 


ON THE “LIFE OF CHRIST.” 
Our pictures are a positive success, and wherever used 
ey are all printed with great care on heavy plate 


paper. 6 x 8 inches large, and cost only one cent each. 
e heartily urge every teacher of the “ 


Life of Christ” 
know they prove 


For ten cents we will send you ten different samples and full catalogue of subjects. 


THE 
BLACKBOARD 
CLASS. 


By PLORENCE H. DARNELL. 


We have a new collection of Sunday School songs, adapted also 
le’s meetings or any religious pn 


nering, entitled 


er 100; 14 Cts. each, 
postpaid. Also ‘‘Old and New,’ No.1 and No. 
contain the choicest new and old hymns, and is the same size and 


2, both of which 


* Special Songs and Services,”” Nos. 1 and 


P+» 25 cts. 
ars. 


CENERAL 
SUPPLIES. 


BOSTON. 
5 CHICAGO. 





° 





CALIFORNIA 


ROCK ISLAND 
ROUTE 


LOW RATES ON OUR PERSONALLY CON- 
DUCTED EXCURSIONS IN PULLMAN 
TOURIST SLEEPERS. 

Scenic Route leaves Chicago ev Thursday 
via Colorado snd Salt Lake to California 

and Pacific Coast nts. 

Seuthern Reute leaves Chicago every Tuesday 
vie Kansas City, Ft. Worth and El Paso to Les 
Angeties and San Francisco. 

These Tewrist Cars of latest pattern are at- 
tached to Past Trains, and their 
pepularity is evidence that we offer the best. 
Per tell information and tree literature address 
M. 5S. RAY, «12 So. oth St., Philadeciphia, Pa. 


P, 


Colds, Bronchitis. (¢ 
ramets | 
=a 
e., 
9 Wall &t., New York, 

















JOHN SEMASTIAN, G. P. A., Chicago. 
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The Sunday School Cimes 


Philadelphia, December 2, 18 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
_ second-class matter. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published weekly 
at the following rates, for either old or new sub- 


scribers. ‘hese rates include postage : 

Five or more copies to separate 
75 cts. addresses will hereafter be sent at 
a reduced rate of 75 cents each, per year. (The 


former rate was $1.00. ) 
Less than five copies, and more 
$ 1 -00 than one, will be sent to separate 


addresses at $1.00 each, per year. 


Five or more copies in a package 
60 cts. 4 


to one address will be sent at the 
rate of 6o cents each, per year. 


$ 1 50 One copy, one year. 
$1 00 One copy, one year, 
* 


ters, missionaries, 
students. eae - ' 
. yne free copy additiona’ 
Free Copies will be allowed for every 


ten copies paid for in a club at either the 75 cent 
or 60 cent rate. 
oe 


Questions Answered about the 
Subscription Terms 


to minis- 
and theological 


Additions may be made at any time 
Additions to a club—such additional ouliee rip- 
tions to expire at the same time with the club as origi- 
nally ordered, and the rate to be the proportionate share 
of the yearly club rates in for e at the time the addition 
is made. 


A Club at ‘The papers for a club of five or more 
subscribers may be ordered sent 


Two Rates partly to individual addresses at 75 


cents each, and Dk | ina package to one address, at 
6o cents each, w en so desired. 


Papers sent in a package at the 6o 
How Papers cent rate do not bear the names of 
are 


the subscribers in the club. The 
Addressed a is addressed to one person 
Subscribers to whom the paper is mailed, separately, 
at the rate of $1.50, $1.00, or 75 cents a year, can have 
the address changed at any time without « harge. 
ckage-club subscriber who has paid the old so cent 
rate for the current subscription can Ri ave a copy trans- 
ferred ~ a a package to a separate address for 25 cents 
when the year’s subscription has over six months to 
ran. When it has six months or less to run, the cost, 
to change is 15 cents to the end of the year’s subscrip- 
tion, ose whe have paid the 60 cent rate can have 
the “Baa made at any time for 15 cents to the end of 
the year’s subscription, 


Large packages at the 60 cent rate 

Dividing may be divided into smaller packages 

a Package of five or more copies each, if desired. 

The paper it not sent to any subscriber beyond 
the time , aid for, untess by special request. 

Enough ¢ nageee of any one issue of the paper to enable 

all the teachers af a school toexamine it, will be sent 


Tree, upon application. 
~~ 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School ‘Times will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rates, which include postage : 


One copy, one year, 

‘Two or more copies, one year, 

To ministers and missionaries, 
for one or more copies, 


8 shillings 
6 shillings each 


6 shillings each 


To secure the above rates for two or more copies, 
the papers must be ordered at one time, and they will 
be sent either singly to the individual addvesses, or in a 
packs age to one address, whichever may be preferred by 
the subscribers. 

For Great Britain, Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 
27 Paternoster Row, London, E. C., will receive yearly 
or half-yearly subscriptions at the above rates, the paper 
to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the subscribers. 


JOHN D. WATTLES & CO., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
P. O. Box 1550 


ee Smith Premier 


Tabulating 
and Billing Machine. 


An Ever Ready.,... 
Effective 
Time and Labor Saving Device 


---for Premier Users. 


Simplifies Bill Making and writing 
figures of different denominations in 
columns. 


It in no way interferes with the 
typewriter for usual lines of work. 


ASK FOR DESCRIPTIVE 
TABVLATOF CATALOGUE. 


The Smith Premier Typewriter Co. bs) 
Syracuse, New York, U.S. A. 
oo. Pe | 7 illustrated 


ery © 

From $1.50 to §ro. ice-list. 
75 cents cach. 

Leon cizon alaner & Yo 70 N. Third St.. Phila. 


-School Banners 


Sometimes it is 


preferable to the cheap chocolates. and 


@ious cocoa-filavor. 


IRREPROACHABLE. 


$004000000000000 ——— 


difficult to know what to give the chil. 


dren as a tit-bit, or what to take when starting for a jour- 
ney, a picnic, or a spin on the wheel. 


But if you choose 


Van Houten’s Eating 


Chocolate 


you know that you have a wholesome snack of splendid 
flavor, The irreproachable composition, and nutritive, highly 
digestible ingredients, render Van Houten’s Chocolate 


confectioneries (which are often of very 


questionable composition), while it far exceeds all similar products in the deli- 





Sold in Tins of Croquettes and Tins of Drops. 
Also in Square Tablets and Small Bars, 





ing is “as good 


won't do in the way of harm, 


and the risk. 


easier, less wearing, 
nomical way of washing than wit 


The Grocer 


it's ‘the same as,” “as 
good as,” etc., gives you 
a poor imitation of the 
truth. To geta little more 
profit he’s willing to give 
you all the dissatisfaction 
If you want. an 
more €co- 
soap, noth- 
Twenty years 





as” Pearline. 


of use have proved what it will do to save pian, what it 


Don't argue the matter—use Pearline. 








CHURCHES 


Lighted by the FRIN K System of Reflectors 
= with Electric,Gas, Welsbach, Acetylene or Oil, 
% LICENSED to manufacture electric and 

combination gas and electric fixtures. Send 
dimensions for estimate. 
551 Pearl Street, 
q!. P. FRINK, Sow scans 
AAAAAAARAAAAR 











IN THE WORLD 
OF CHURCH FURNISHINGS 


_ FURNITURE 


WORKS 
GRAND RAPIDS. MICH. 





Ste reopticons 
AND 
Lantern Slides 


—_ THE 


THE SABBATH- SCHOOL, 
THE CHURCH. 
Write for catalog 
Stereopticon 
McINTOSH  Stereonti 
Chicago, i, 





SEND FOR manne E 
L.MANASSE 


S&% MADISON © CHICAGO I! 


Stereopticons 


MAGIC LANTERNS 








and SLIDES 





Condensed catalog free. 
RILEY BROS., 16 Beekman Street, New York. 


Stereopticons Movin Picture | 


chines and | 
Films. 30,000 Lantern Slides for 
Sale or Rent. Send for bargain list 
and new illustrated hymns and songs. 
Lantern slides made and colored. 


Williams, Brown, & Earle, "Philadelphia. 


| PULPIT FURNITURE * § 


“hone LA co. Bo 


0F dova 


~~ Candles 


Nothing else adds so much 
to the charm of the drawin, 
room or boudoir as the softly rade 
ant light from CORDOVA Candles. 
Nothing will contribute more to the 
artistic success of the luncheon, 
tea or dinner. The best decorative 
candles for the simplest or the 
—y mm aborate fanction—for cot- 
eormansion. Made in all colors 
the most delicate tints by 
STANDARD OIL 00. 








a SAVE % Your FUEL 
ia Ton coe aren 


Money refunded if not satisfactory. 
os a booklet on economy in heating 


om ROCHESTER RADIATOR CO. 
46 Furnace Street, R h 











. 

“I’m going to stop 
lending my copy, because I've lent it so 
often it's getting worn out !' 

This is a common complaint with owners 
of Mr. Du Bois’s book, konings from 
Little Hands, but it shows that it has 
found thousands of sympathetic readers 
throughout the land. Have you read it? 


Mr. James L. Hughes, Inspector of Schools 
Toronto, distinguished as author, lecturer, and 
educationist, said in his lectures on Dickens, at 
Chautauqua, “Your Mr. Patterson Du Bois of 
Philadelphia is the only American who has writ- 
ten a book along the same line that Dickens and 
Froebel wrote to preach and teach that wonderful 
thought of the reverence that adulthood should 
have for childhood.’ 


A book of 182 pages (5% X7% inches). Il- 
lustrated. Price, $1.25 or sale by book- 
sellers, or mailed at this price, by the pub- 
lishers, 


John D. Wattles & Co. 
1031 Wainut Street, Philadeiphia, Pa. 
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Michigan State Sunday. 
School Convention 


By M. H. Reynolds, 


State Secretary and Superintendent of 
Normal Work 


HE thirty-ninth annual convention of 
the Michigan State Sunday-schoo 
Association was held at Battle Creek, No, 
vember 14-16. While our several pre. 
vious state conventions have been very 
successful, the general and expressed ver. 
dict is to the effect that this late conven. 
tion embodied within itself elements 
which together worked out for us the 
most successful meeting of the kind ever 
held in the state. To specialize : 

First, in the matter of representation. — 
| We enrolled over 1,000 delegates, who 
hailed from 44 counties, of which we 
have 77 organized in the state. That 
does not mean the total of Sunday-school 
workers who were present, as the audiences 
ranged from 1,500 to over 3,000 at dif. 
ferent times. We were glad to note that 
75 different ministers were present, about 
200 superintendents, and 350 teachers. 

Second, in.the strength and value of 
the program.—The program movement 
was based upon our motto, ‘‘ Organiza. 
tion, Education, Evangelization,’’ a day 
being given to each one of these threefold 
departments of work. The addresses 
were exceedingly helpful. Michigan can 
marshal a strong array of talent, which 
certainly upon this occasion did credit to 
the themes discussed. We were greatly 
favored in having that prince of Sunday- 
school workers, B. F. Jacobs, with us 
during four important sessions. The ser- 
vice of E, O. Excell as leader of song is 
guarantee that that part of the occasion 
was splendidly successful. 

Third, in the excellency of the con- 
ferences.—In their range they included 
a field-workers’ session, 
sessions and conferences, two superin- 
tendents’ conferences, two normal and 
one house-to-house visitation conferences. 
These were very largely attended, 
productive of much good. 

Fourth, in the quality of the reports. — 
The main reports were those of the execu- 
tive committee, state secretary, primary 
superintendent, and treasurer. These 
were strong, carefully prepared issuances, 
indicating a vast amount of hard, practi- 
cal work having been achieved during the 
year. A year ago, a debt of over $1,100 
was reported against the Association. At 
this meeting the treasurer was able to re- 
port every indebtedness canceled, and 
a balance to the credit of the Association. 

Fifth, in the condition of the organized 
work and Sunday-school statistics. —We 
have in the state 4,200 Sunday-schools, 
managed by 50, 200 officers and teachers, 
and including a membership of 405, 400. 
| The aggregate is increased by about 3,750 
| Home Department membefs. Our gene- 

ral population, 1894 census, was 2,241,- 
454. The percentage of population in 
| our schools is 18, equal, to that of Illinois 
and Connecticut. Our school population 
| is 703,730, 35 per cent of which is en- 
rolled in our Sunday-schools. 

Of the 83 counties, 71 are well orga- 
nized. Of 1,040 townships in the lower 
peninsula section of the state, 485 are or- 
| ganized. We have 12 banner counties, 
| which are well organized, 


three primary 


and 





render com- 
| plete reports, and contribute regularly to 
the support of the state Association. We 
| have about 65 banner townships, which 
| implies that each one is organized, holds 
at least one convention, each school re- 
porting, and contributing to the work. 
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For Toilet and Bath 
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Answers every household purpose. 

It is just the soap for the bath room 
4 and the every-day soap tray. Sold 
i everywhere. Made by 

Swift and Company, Chicago 

100 











Does Much Work 














Weer Seamans & Benedict, 
7 Gesepeee, | New York. 





Sixth, the outlook. President, for the 
ensuing year, is Professor C. H. Gurney 
of Hillsdale, in whose hands and under 
whose guidance the Association is safe, 
The executive committee is made up of 
fifteen members in the lower, and_ six 
members in the upper peninsula section 
of the state, one-third in both cases being 
elected for three years, one-third for two, 
and one-third for one year. 





We have every reason to be encour- 
aged, and in the strength of the inspira- | 
tion gathered at the late convention the | 
workers are prepared to take hold of what | 
lies before them with a firm grip and | 
grasp. Michigan is rapidly coming to the 
very front line of aggressive Sunday- 
school work. 

The place for the holding of the next 
annual meeting was not determined, but 
will be arranged for through the executive 
committee. 

The offices of state secretary and pri- 
mary superintendent are to be filled by 
the executive committee later on. The 
officers elected are these : President, Pro- 
fessor C. H. Gurney of Hillsdale. Record- 
ing secretary, H. J. Barrows of Armada. 
Treasurer, W. L. C. Reid of Jackson. 
Vice-presidents, Dr. M. Rorabacher of 
Battle Creek, Dr. J. H. Kellogg of Battle 
Creek, J. W. Milliken of Traverse City, 
the Rev. W. B. Pope of Tecumseh, the 
Rev. M. Garberson of Talcott. 
tive committee, 





Execu- 
Lower Peninsula section : | 
E. A. Hough of Jackson, chairman emeri- 
tus; for three years, E. K. Warren of | 
Three Oaks, E. E. Calkins of Ann Arbor, | 
F. M. Thompson of Detroit, J. E. Bolles 
of Detroit, C. A. Stringer of Detroit ; for 
two years, the Rev. C. J. Kiefer of Grand 
Rapids, J. M. Davis of Kalamazoo, J. W. | 
Humphrey of Wayland, J. S. Stockwell 
of Pontiac, the Rev. Browni of 
Albion (colored); for one year, H. L. 
Wilton of Detroit, H. M. Enos of Charle- , 
voix, F. S. Goodrich of Albion, George 
Parsons of Watervleit, Joseph Johnson of | 
Bay City. Upper Peninsula section : For | 


Henri 


| George C. Higbee of Marquette ; 
years, the Rev. J. V. N. Hartness of Mar- 
quette, 


Sault Ste. Marie. 


| couraged, 
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three years, E. L. Wright of Hancock, 
for two 


the Rev. E.. Av Elliott of Mar- 
for one year, E. L. Parmenter of 
the Rev. F. Bagnall of 


quette ; 
Iron Mountain, 


Owosso, Mich. 
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Sunday-Schools in Mexico 





By Wilma Jacobs Brown | 


S the nineteenth century closes, it is 
gratifying to note the progress of | 


Sunday-school work in Mexico. ‘Twenty- | 


five years ago, the mission boards wore | 
just beginning to send laborers to this | 
field, and very few Sunday-schools were | 
in existence prior to 1880. Since then 
there has been decided progress, In July 
last, a convention of Christian workers 
was held in San Luis Potosi. There were 
over three hundred delegates, and almost 
every one connected in some way with 
Sunday-school work. The statistics for 
1897 give Presbyterians (North) 80 Sun- 
day-schools, and to the Methodist Episco- 
pal (North) 62 Sunday-schools,—a total 
of all denominations of 311 Sunday- 
schools, with a membership of over 9, 800. 

In 1899 the Presbyterian mission re- 
ports an increase of 18 schools, and 
other denominations have done propor- 





tionally well, so that there are now, 
probably, in all the republic not less 
than 400 Sunday-schools, with a total 


membership of about 12,000. Certainly | 
this is a good showing for Sunday-school | 


work in a Roman Catholic country, where 
the Bible is proscribed. 

In Mexico City there is a local Sunday- 
school union, which has just held its an- 
nual convention. The meetings were of 
much interest and well attended. On 


Sunday afterno@n a grand closing service |. 
was held in the large Methodist Episco- 


pal Church. 
in the Federal District were nearly all rep- 


resented among the more than five hun- | 


dred delegates gathered that afternoon. 
We who are on the field are greatly en- 

and the results of the past 

twenty years seem but the promise of a 

brighter and brighter shining of God's 

word of life and light in this land, that 

still sits in moral and spiritual darkness, 
Mexico nd 


SLUGGISH INTELLECT 
Caused by Coffee 
‘Careful inquiry in the schoolroom developed 
the fact that those children who are habitually 


given coffee to drink have sallow complexion, 
are nervous, more or less irritable, and very 


sluggish intellect, or an overwrought and abnor- | 


mal imagination, results of extreme nervousness. 


My own experience with coffee drinking kept me | 


afflicted for some years with severe and constant 
headaches, with extreme nervousness at times. 
‘‘I was compelled to abandon coffee alto- 
gether, and was quickly relieved of the head- 
aches and other troubles. I was fortunate 
enough to secure a package of Postum Food 
Coffee, but my first attempt at making it was a 
failure. After another trial, and following direc- 
tions (which are very easy, by the way), I se- 
cured a delicious drink, far superior, in my mind, 
to coffee. it from the 
start, and my 
with no ill effects at all." 


I have continued to use 


The above was written by a school teacher, | 


Miss E. Barnard, of Oxford, Kansas. 
It is an easy matter to leave off the coffee 


habit, if Postum Cereal Food Coffee is used in 


its place, particularly when attention is given to 
its proper preparation. ‘The whole secret of the 


preparation is in allowing the Food Coffee to | 


boil long enough to bring out the taste and food 
value. 
All first-class grocers sell Postum, 








The twenty Sunday-schools | 


improvement has been steady, | 


bs 
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A labor saver 
out odor, 


uick and easy shiner—polishes brightest, with- 
ust or muss—up-to-date—it’ s a sunshine! 
MADE BY PROPRIETORS OF “RISING SUN STOVE POLISH." 








yourself.” 
the use of 





THE CHINESE SAY, 


“When the wind blows your fire it’s useless to tire 
About half of your toil can be avoided by 


SAPOLIO 


It doesn’t make us tired to tell about the merits o: 


Sapolio. 


‘Thousands of women in the United States 


thank us every hour of their lives for having told them 


of Sapolio. 


Its use saves many weary hours of toil in house- 


cleaning. 


RALSTON HEALTH 


SHOES 


For 


Price, $42 


The next time you buy a pair of shoes ask 


your dealer for these 
shoes or order them direct 
from the factory. We 
guarantee you thorough 
satisfaction, comfort, fit, 
good appearance, and best 
materials. 

White for free catalogue. 


RALSTON HEALTH 
SHOE MAKERS, 


No. 32. 





om Campello, Mass. ¢ 





pieALES 


Carpets from the Mill 


Rugs, Art Squares, and Draperies, free. 
: HINES & SON, altimore, Md., 


Our lithog rraphed 
color catalog of C 








| Poem: 





From Contributors: 
The Spoils of Egypt. 


or Decline. 
ate Zone. 


16 
ar- 


Address, 
Dept. 215 
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appeals to all good people that 
give cleanliness a careful consid. 
eration. As a cleansing and pre- 
serving agent 

FOR THE TEETH 
RUBIFOAM is perfect. 


Price, 25 cents. At Draggists. Sample vial of 
Rubifoam ualled free on receipt of postage, 2 cents. 











Address W. Hoyt & Co., Lowell, Mass. 














~ AMERICAN FIRE ~ 


Insurance Company. 
Office, Company’s Building, 
308 and 310 Walnut oer Philadelphia, 





CASH CAPITAL, 
| Reserve for Reinsurance ‘and all 
other claims 


.. $500,000.00 


coeeceeee ly) 7O05,004-28 
Surplus over all Liabilities,. , 504.733-42 


TOTAL ASSETS, JAN. 1, 1899. 
$2,710,727.67. 
H. MONTGOMERY, /*resa¢ent 
RICHARD M/ ARIS, Sec. and /veas, 
WM, F. WILLIAMS, Asst. See. 
WM. B. KELLY, Gend. Mgr. 
DIRECTORS : 
Thos. H. Montgomery, Charles S. Whelen, 
Israel Morris, Kdward F. Beale, 
Pemberton S. Hutchinson, ohn S. Gerhard, 


THOS. 





Jos. E. Gillingham, ‘dward Lowber Welsh, 
Archibald R. Bese eee 
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Contents for December 2 


Progress 


Notes on Open Letters: 
*“ An Official Slip. 
Learned Blacksmith’s Forge. 
Tithes? 


More Sparks from the 
How about 


By Professor John H. 


a ee ee ae ee 


Wall-Building in the Himalayas. 
beth Lore North 
| 


By Eliza- 


For Children at Home: 


The Story of Deliverance. 
Wiley 


Spirit and Method : 
Christmas 


Programs 


By Mary Callum 


that Dishonor. By 


Florence Crosby Parsons. ......++-. 


How about the Young Men? 


Hudson 


By M. A. 


reas eb. Se 


To a Dead Bird. By Bertha Gerneaux Woods, 777 


| Editorial : 

Notes.—Danger of Easy Devotion. 

Healthfulness of the Temper- 

What Can You Afford? A 
Crowning Help on Next Year’s Lessons 

In His Name, not For His Sake. ....... 


778 


778 | 
| 


Lesson 12. December 17. Fruits of Right and 
Wrong Doing. Mal. 3:13 to 4:6 
Lesson Helps: 

Contributed by B. F..Jacobs; Professor Wil- 
| lis J. Beecher, D.D.; Cunningham Geikie, 
D.D., LL.D.; Bishop H. W. Warren, D.D., 
LL.D.; Wayland Hoyt, D.D.; Alexander Mc- 
Laren, D.D.; Professor F. K. Sanders, Ph.D.; 
A. F. Schauffler, D.D.; Faith Latimer; 
Annie S. Harlow; John B. Smith; the Rev. 
E. Morris Fergusson; Amos R. Wells; Dr. 





Witiam Witatt .. cc cess eveves 78a 
Books and Writers: 
Old Friends in Holiday Dress ........ 786 
Holiday Reading for Boys and Girls .... . 7% 
| Esther. Bible Characters .......64.+46-. 789 
Books Received ......+4+se cece. 788 
779 | Business Department : 
Advertising Rate... ....+e8+ee6-s6 . 788 
Subscription Rates... . . 2.2. s eee ees 7194 
| Work and Workers: 
| Massachusetts State Convention. By Hamil- 
ton S. Conant a eA Oe ke Oe 793 
Michigan State Sunday-school Convention. 
By M. H. Reynolds ......F2iceee 794 
Sunday-Schools in Mexico. By Wilma 
Jacobs Brown «1.122 ee eves eo + +795 
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he 
Youth's 
Companion 


Fifty-Two Weekly Issues. $1.75 a Year. 


HE Volume for 1900 will again 

exemplify the endeavors of the 

publishers to increase the attrac- 

tiveness of the paper for general 

reading. Among the features of 
the new volume of exceptional value will 
be the following: 


The Habit of Thrift, 

Story of a Highland Industry, 
Mary Darl, Heroine, 

How I Acted the Missionary, 

The Modern Girl’s Ambitions, 

Are There Too Many College Men ? 
Ambitions : True and False, 
Houses of the Future, 

The Rebellion of Anne, 

Country Boys Who Come to New York, 
The Stage Tavera, 

A Baritone Among Famous People, 
Photographing Stars, 

Can We ¢ Our Lives ? 
My First Survey, 

About Lawyers, 

With the Pretoria Horse, 
Taste in Music, 

Pulpit Eloquence, 


Andrew Carnegie 
Duchess of Sutherladd 
Elizabeth Stuart Phelps 
Henry M. Stanley 
Margaret Deland 

Pres. James B. Angell 
Bishop Henry C. Potter 
Felix L. Oswald 
Mary E. Wilkins 
5. A. Nelson 
Sarah Orne Jewett 
Victor Maurel 
Prof. C. A. Young 
Dr. Cyrus Edson 
Prof. John Trowbridge 
Atty.-Gen. John W. Griggs 
Rider Haggard 

Reginald de Kovea 

Dean Farrar 


our address on a postal card and we will mail you our Illus- 
een Announcement Number, ——— a full prospectus of 
the Contributors and Contributions engaged for the new volume. 


A Christmas Gift 
for All the Family. 


A subscription to The Companion is a gift that 
preserves its freshness and power to delight all 
the year through, till Christmas comes again. It 
is a gift in which all the household have a share. 
In more than half a million American homes it is 
now a welcome weekly visitor, a constant source 
of pleasure and of inspiration. 


50-Cent Calendar 
Free. 


The New Calendar for 1900 is exceedingly 
attractive, both in conception and as a work of art. 
Three exquisite figure pieces embellish it, repro- 
ducing in twelve-color lithograph all the character 
and beauty of the original paintings, which were 
done expressly for The Companion. The Calendar 
is given to every one paying the subscription for 
the 1900 volume. 
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The ‘Sunday School Times intends to admit only advertisements that are trustworthy 
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ANDREW CARN EGIE. 


Our Christmastide Offer 
to New Subscribers. 


OC Sree eree ee ee 


(®) 


bie aw who subscribe at. once, sending ° 
$1.75 with this slip or the name of 
this inlenainal will receive all the issues for 
the remaining weeks of 1899 FREE from 
the time of subscription, and then all the 
isseus for the 52 weeks of the new year, until 
January I, Igor. 
This offer includes the gift of the New 
Companion Calendar for 1900—the most beau- 
tiful one ever presented by The Companion. 
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The Youth’s Companion, Boston, Mass. 
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“Should, however, an advertisement of a party not having goo? commercial credit be inadvertent'y juserted. the 
publishers will refund to subscri thereby. 


any money that they lose 
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